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DON'T LOSE HEART, WE SHALL WIN THIS FIGHT: MODI

Need to do our best to avert lockdown, states

shoulduseitonly asla

Covaxin capacity
to be boosted to
700 mn annual
doses; J&] applies
for bridging trial

HARIKISHAN SHARMA &
KAUNAIN SHERIFFM
NEW DELHI, APRIL 20

CALLING THE second Covid
wave a “toofan” (storm) that has
swept the country, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi, in an
address to the nation Tuesday
evening, called on citizens not to
lose heart in this adversity and
underlined that all steps need to
be taken to avoid a lockdown.

In his seventh such address
since the first Covid outbreak
early last year, and the first after
the second wave that has esca-
lated to unprecedented levels
both in daily case and death
counts, Modi said that the "right
decisions in the right direction”
would help secure victory
against the virus.

Saying that the situation to-
day was different from the first
time around -- there are vac-
cines, more medical insight into
the virus and better infrastruc-
ture -- the Prime Minister said
that along with saving lives, the
Government's effort is to save
economic activity and ensure
that there is only a minimum
impact on the livelihood of peo-
ple. The Government is working
with “speed and sensitivity” to
meet the increasing demand of
oxygen in various parts of the
country, he said.

He prefaced his 19-minute
address saying he felt the pain of
those who had lost their loved
ones and was grateful to the doc-
tors, nurses, frontline Corona
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Hero shuts
plants amid
surge, first
such action
by big firm

ENS ECONOMIC BUREAU
NEW DELHI, APRIL 20

AMID A spurtin Covid cases, the
country’s leading two-wheeler
manufacturer, Hero MotoCorp,
on Tuesday announced a halt to
its operations at all its manufac-
turing facilities for four days, in
a staggered manner between
April 22 and May 1,2021.

The company is the first
major manufacturer to an-
nounce a temporary suspen-
sion of production as a precau-
tionary measure, even as the
government has maintained
that there won’t be a nation-
wide lockdown.

In a statement issued on
Tuesday, the company said, “In
keeping with its commitment to
the safety and welfare of its peo-
ple, Hero MotoCorp has decided
to proactively halt operations
temporarily at all of its manufac-
turing facilities across the
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st resort: PM to nation

(Left) Prime Minister Modi addressing the nation; (above) a queue for vaccination at a hospital in Thane on Tuesday. PTl/Deepak Joshi

BENGAL, KERALACMs WRITETOPM

Don’t wash hands of vaccine, what
about the poor: Opp states to Centre

MANOJCG &
PRABHA RAGHAVAN
NEW DELHI,APRIL 20

A DAY after the Centre opened
up Covid vaccination to all above
18 from May 1, Opposition Chief
Ministers and some experts
raised questions on stocks and
pricing given that 50% has been
earmarked for the “open mar-
ket.” Arguing that no other coun-
try had done this so far, they said
this places a financial burden on
the states.

While BJP state governments
of Uttar Pradesh and Assam
both announced free vaccines
for all, other states said the
Centre was washing its hands of
the responsibility.

West Bengal Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee reminded the
Prime Minister that she had,ina
letter to him in February, re-
quested his intervention to allow
West Bengal to purchase vac-

Migrants crowd buses at a Ludhiana station. Gurmeet Singh

cines directly with state re-
sources and give free vaccination
to people of the state.

“No response was received
from your end. Now when the
number of cases in the second
wave is spiralling like anything,
the Centre has chosen to tacti-
cally indulge in empty rhetoric
and shy away from its responsi-
bility for making available
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Young kin gets vaccine,
Fadnavis says ‘distant’

link, must follow rules

VIVEK DESHPANDE
NAGPUR, APRIL 20

FORMER MAHARASHTRA Chief
Minister Devendra Fadnavis is
caught at the centre of a contro-
versy after a photograph of his
nephew, Tanmay Fadnavis, in his
early 20s, taking his second
Covid-19 vaccine shot, was
widely circulated on social me-
dia on Monday.

Fadnavis, in a statement,
identified Tanmay as a “distant
relative”. A close family source
said Tanmay is the grandson
of former MLA Shobhatai
Fadnavis, who is the ex-chief
minister's aunt.

The photograph, which sur-
faced on Monday, was shared by
Tanmay on Instagram, and
showed him getting vaccinated
at the National Cancer Institute
(NCI) in Nagpur. He has since
deleted the post.

Afile photo of Devendra
Fadnavis, Tanmay. Instagram

NCI Director Shailesh
Joglekar confirmed that the
youth had received the vaccine.
“Tanmay Fadnavis took his sec-
ond dose at the NCI. He had
taken his first dose at the Seven
Hills Hospital in Mumbai; under
which provision he got his first
dose is not known to us. He
showed us the certificate of the
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Before ramp-up, vaccine
planning on the fly with
only 2 options in basket
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STORMAFTER THE CALM
TACKLING THE SECOND COVID WAVE

AN EXPRESS SERIES
PART THREE

PRABHA RAGHAVAN
& ANIL SASI
NEW DELHI, APRIL 20

THE BIG-BANG — and much-
awaited — announcement
Monday to expand vaccinations
to those above 18 gives the al-
ready strained machinery, fight-
ing the rising Covid wave, all of
10 days to gear up for the logisti-
cal challenge. Of course, the 600
million now eligible are ex-
pected to be staggered by states
depending on profile and stocks,
but the short lead time is reflec-

tive of most milestones in the
Centre’s vaccine policy.

Beginning with January 11
this year, when it placed its first
set of orders for vaccines, just five
days before the campaign was
rolled out.

This is in sharp contrast to
other countries which stockpiled
their vaccines before launching
the inoculation blitz. As early as
May 2020, countries like the US
began stockpiling through “at
risk” investments in multiple
manufacturers. Throughout last
year, the UK ended up taking
such at-risk options in all seven
vaccines developed across the
world. With an order for 400
million vaccine doses, it has ev-
idently been “one of the world’s
highest per-capita buyers” of
vaccines. It is now on track to
have more than 100 million sur-
plus doses in due course. Israel
followed another model:

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

SC stays HC lockdown
call as UP says infringes

domain, will trigger fear

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, APRIL 20

THE SUPREME Court on Tuesday
put on hold the Allahabad High
Court order imposing “almost
complete lockdown/curfew
in five major cities of Uttar
Pradesh”.

Issuing notice on an urgent
plea by the state,a Bench headed
by Chief Justice S A Bobde said
that “until further orders, there
shall be an ad interim stay of the
impugned order passed by the
High Court”.

On Monday, saying that the
rising Covid cases had “virtually
incapacitated” the medical infra-
structure in Uttar Pradesh, the
Allahabad High Court Monday
ordered a weeklong lockdownin
Prayagraj, Lucknow, Varanasi,
Kanpur Nagar and Gorakhpur
districts, till April 26.

The state government, how-

=1}

Aline to fill oxygen cylinders
in Lucknow Tuesday. P11

ever, had said a complete lock-
down in the five districts was
not an option, with Additional
Chief Secretary (Information)
Navneet Sahgal saying the gov-
ernment would impose further
restrictions, but that, apart from
saving lives, it had to also think
of livelihoods.

On Tuesday, the Supreme
Court Bench, also comprising
Justices A S Bopanna and V
Ramasubramanian, however,

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2
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‘Crisis in HCs’, SC
sets timeline for Govt
to clear judges’ names

ANANTHAKRISHNAN G
NEW DELHI, APRIL 20

EMPHASISING THE need to “fa-
cilitate timely appointment” of
judges to resolve the “crisis situ-
ation” in High Courts, the
Supreme Court on Tuesday laid
down a timeline for the Centre
to clear names recommended by
the High Court Collegiums.

The Bench, headed by Chief
Justice of India S A Bobde, also
said that if the Supreme Court
Collegium reiterates a recom-
mendation sent back by the
government, the “appointment
should be made within 3 to
4 weeks”.

According to the timeline
fixed by the Bench, which in-
cluded Justices S K Kaul and
Surya Kant:

M “The Intelligence Bureau (IB)
should submit its report/ inputs
within 4 to 6 weeks from the
date of recommendation of the
High Court Collegium, to the
Central Government.”

M “It would be desirable that the
Central Government forward the
file(s)/ recommendations to the

Bench led
by CJI wants
18-week
limit for
action

on names

EXPLAINED

&
Changein MoP

IN SETTING a fixed time-
line, the Supreme Court
has essentially altered
the Memorandum of
Procedure through a ju-
dicial order. The ruling
comes in the backdrop
of the SCrepeatedly un-
derlining that several
names are pending with
the government.

REPORT, PAGE 7

Supreme Court within 8 to 12
weeks from the date of receipt of
CONTINUEDONPAGE 2
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Bus had more than 100 people, bound for Tikamgarh. P11

Overcrowded bus with
migrants from Delhi turns

over in MP, three killed

IRAM SIDDIQUE
BHOPAL, APRIL 20

THREE MIGRANT workers were
killed and at least seven injured
in Madhya Pradesh’s Gwalior
district after the heavily over-
crowded bus they were travel-
ling in overturned on an acci-
dent-prone stretch at Jourasi
Ghati around 8.30 am Tuesday.
Local police said the bus was
carrying around 100 migrant
workers who were returning to
their homes in villages across
Tikamgarh from Delhi where the
government had imposed a
weeklong lockdown the previ-

ous day. A passenger told re-
porters that the bus was carry-
ing around 350 people.

Police said they are ascertain-
ing the allegation levelled by sev-
eral passengers that the driver
was under the influence of alco-
hol, and that the bus had hit a
truck earlier. The driver is ab-
sconding, they said.

The dead have been identi-
fied as Mukesh Dimer (26),
Matadin Ahirwar (37) and
Jitendra Ahirwar (22). Officials
said the injured were rushed to
J A Hospital in Gwalior, and that
two buses were arranged for
passengers stranded at the spot

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

JOHNSONTA
BENGALURU, APRIL 20

LATE MONDAY evening, as a
prison ambulance with a body
inside rolled up ahead of a line
of six waiting ambulances, at the
Hosapalya crematorium in
south Bengaluru, a group of
waiting drivers heckled the
prison ambulance driver for
jumping the queue.

The crematorium had al-
ready carried out 14 cremations
by its scheduled closing time of
5.30 pm on Monday and there
were still six bodies waiting in

epaper..ne'ss.t:nm

ambulances lined up at the en-
trance of the crematorium.

“We are following a first-
come-first-serve system for use
of the two incinerators.
Yesterday there were 31 bodies
that had to be cremated. The cre-
matorium was working till 2 am
this morning and reopened
again at 5 am. Since October
2020, one or two Covid bodies
were being brought in for cre-
mation every day, but now the
numbers are in two digits," said
Chandra Kumar, a worker at the
crematorium.

A Covid-19 surge in
Bengaluru is starting to exert

pressure on healthcare and al-
lied systems like it did at the
peak of the first wave in August-
September 2020.

While Bengaluru reported
261 deaths per million popula-
tion in September 2020 at the
peak of the first wave of the coro-
navirus, it is now reporting 521
deaths per million population,
compared to 188 per million for
the state.

On Monday, 97 deaths were
reported in Bengaluru, the high-
est since the second wave began
around March 23 this year; un-
til then, daily deaths were in the
range of 10 to 20.

Pyres till 2 am at Bengaluru crematoriums,
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Family members and relatives wait for the funeral of a Covid
victim at a crematorium in Bengaluru on April 16. P11

However, the case fatality
rate (CFR or deaths as percent-
age of confirmed cases) in the
city is down from the peak of 2
per centlast year to 1 per centas
on April 19.

The Hosapalya electric crema-
torium of the Bengaluru city cor-
poration is among seven in the
city that the state government has
set aside exclusively for free-of-
cost Covid-19 cremations.

“We have to wait seven to
eight hours before the bodies
that we bring in are cremated,”
said Rudresh S, an ambulance
driver waiting in line at the
Hosapalya crematorium.

t()ken forqueues

With the rise in demand, cre-
matoriums have begun using a
token system to ensure that bod-
ies are cremated in the order of
their arrival.

Hospitals in Bengaluru are
also reporting intense pressure
due to a steep rise in Covid-19
cases since late March. As on April
19, Bengaluru had 1,03,178 active
cases, around 72 per cent of the
1,42,084 active cases in the state.

“We opened a new wing to
accommodate Covid-19 patients
this week. Within two hours, all
100 beds were taken. Today we
decided to stop taking

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2
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‘Crisis in HCs’

views from the State Government
and thereport/ input fromthelB”.
W“Itwould be for the Government
to thereafter proceed to make the
appointmentimmediately onthe
aforesaid consideration and un-
doubtedly, if Government has any
reservations on suitability or in
public interest, within the same
period of time it may be sentback
to the Supreme Court Collegium
with the specificreasons for reser-
vation recorded.”

M “If the Supreme Court
Collegium, after consideration of
the aforesaid inputs, still reiterates
the recommendation(s) unani-
mously..., such appointment
should be processed and appoint-
ment should be made within 3 to
4 weeks.”

The Bench noted that “High
Courtsareinacrisis situation” and
“there are almost40%vacancies in
the High Courts, with many of the
larger High Courts working under
50% of their sanctioned strength”.

The Bench rejected the con-
tention that laying down a time-
line “would be contrary to” certain
“observations made in the Third
Judges case”, saying the “observa-
tions” referred to “deal with the ju-
dicial review of a particular ap-
pointment and not such aspects
of the appointment process like
delay”.

Theissue of vacancies came up
when the court was hearinga pe-
tition seeking transfer of a case
from the Orissa High Court due to
the lawyers' strike there.

During the hearing, Attorney
General K K Venugopal told the
Bench thatagainst the sanctioned
strength of 1,080 High Court
Judges, 664 have been appointed
but 416 vacancies remain. He said
the government had only received
196 recommendations for the va-
cancies so far.

Expressing concern, the
Supreme Court said: “We cannot
but note the importance of the
Chief Justices of the High Courts
making recommendations in
time. The vacancies are known
and the norms permit making rec-
ommendations up to six months
inadvance. However, evenrecom-
mendations for 220 existing va-
cancies appear not to have been
made, much less for vacancies
which are going toarise in the next
six months”.

Emphasising “the require-
ment and desirability of the Chief
Justices of the High Courts” to
“make endeavour torecommend
vacancies as early as possible even
iftheyarenotmadeatonego”, the
Benchsaid thatinits earlier orders,
ithad noted the “apparent hesita-
tion of some High Courts to rec-
ommend names when the earlier
list(s)is in the pipeline”.

“We have opined that there is
no such impediment to initiate a
new process without waiting for
the result of the earlier recom-
mendations,” the Bench said.

“There are two stages at which
the matter rests with the
Government - the first when the

Ministry processes the names;
and the second post the Collegium
of the Supreme Court takinga call
in recommending such of the
names as are approved by the
Collegium,” it said.

The Bench said thataccording
to the Memorandum of Procedure
(MoP)for appointment of judges,
asfinalised by the Supreme Court
Collegium on March 10, 2017, the
“states may take not more than six
weekstosend theirviews” and the
“Central Government can pre-
sume no objection of the state
government, if their views are not
received within sixweeks”. It said
there was “no timeline prescribed
for the Central Government to for-
ward recommendations”.

Citing the MoP, the Bench said
the Chief Justice of India must
“send recommendations/ advice
to the Law Minister within four
weeks” and the Law Minister
must “put up the proposal to the
Prime Minister within three
weeks foradvice of the President”.

Vaccine planning
striking a deal with Pfizer to share
medical data of inoculated people
inexchange for the continued flow
of Pfizer’s vaccine.

India, in contrast, has been
largely reliant on a real-time sup-
ply of vaccines from essentially a
duopoly of suppliers.The first offi-
cial sense came October 4 when
Health Minister DrHarsh Vardhan
said around 200-250 million peo-
ple could expectjabs by July 2021.
And by November, the govern-
ment was confident of being able
tovaccinate 300 million people by
August 2021 - this would require
around 600 million doses of a
two-dose vaccine.

Yet, starting fromMarch 2021,
the government’s immunization
programme had begun to stall.
Amid a pinch in supply, on March
17, the CEO of Serum Institute of
India, which is manufacturing
Covishield, Adar Poonawalla said
the government had “changed its
view and mind” about how many
doses it wanted to consume. This
meant the Pune firm had to dedi-
cate “alot” of its capacity that was
“not originally planned” for India
asaresult, he told Bloomberg.

Despite this, by the first week
of April, states began reporting a
shortage of vaccine supplies. On
April 7, Maharashtra Health
Minister Rajesh Tope said the state
had vaccinestolastjust three days.
Rajasthan, too, flagged it was run-
ning out of vaccination supplies
onApril 15.0nApril 18, Telangana
Health Minister Etela Rajender
said the state had decided to tem-
porarily halt its vaccinations due
to a shortage in supplies from the
Centre.

Atthe same time, the capacity
of Covaxin, the only other vaccine
being used in the country’simmu-
nization programme, was slow to
pick up. Experts said this under-
lines how the government, de-
spite having time to plan ahead,
did not ensure a sufficient stock-
pile of Covid-19 vaccines in ad-
vance to streamline the push.
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KARNATAKA’S HELI TOURISM PROJECT FACES OPPOSITION

The Karnataka tourism department’s plan to launch helicopter tourism in parts of the state, beginning with
Mysuru, has runinto a controversy after environment activists and the royal family of Mysuru objected to the
proposal to cut trees near a hotel for the project

RESEARCH

THE THIRD WAVE OF
AUTOCRATISATION

In 2020, the third wave
of autocratisation has
accelerated: Report

EXPLAINED

RESTRICTING TRAVEL
TO AND FROM INDIA

Why countries are
restricting travel
to and from India

Need to do our best to avoid a lockdown: PM

warriors,ambulance drivers, po-
lice and all those who had, once
again, risked their lives to fight
the pandemic.

But the strongest message
was against a lockdown. “Agj ki
sthiti mein hamein desh ko lock-
down se bachana hai. Main raa-
jyon se bhi anurodh karunga ki
vah lockdown ko antim vikalp ke
roop mein hi istemaal karen.
Lockdown se bachane ki bharpur
koshish karni hai. Micro-contain-
ment zone par hi dhyan kendrit
karna hai,” he said.

(“In today's circumstances,
we have to save the country from
alockdown.Iwould alsorequest
the states to use lockdown only
as the last resort. We have to do
our best toavoid alockdown. We
have to focus on only micro-con-
tainment zones only”.)

“Hum apniarthavyavastha ki
sehat bhi sudhaarenge aur de-
shavasiyon ke sehat ka bhi dhyan
rakhenge (We will improve the
health of our economy and take
care of the health of our country-

Don’t wash hands of vaccine: Opp states to Centre

vaccines to the people of the
country,” Banerjee wrote.

“It is apprehended that the
announced policy mightlead to
unscrupulous mechanisms in
the market, including pricing of
vaccinesasitappearstobebased
onmarket prices whichmay put
the common people under huge
financial burden,” she said.

Kerala CM Pinarayi Vijayan
wrote to the PM welcoming the
move to expand the beneficiar-
iesbutunderlined that given the
ongoing economicdistress, “the
additional burden of purchasing
Covid vaccines will place consid-
erable strain on state finances.”

Urging the Centre torethink,
Vijayan said: “State govern-
ments...do need an assured
quotaof vaccinewhichhastobe
provided free inthe situation. Itis
imperative that vaccines are pro-
vided to the States as a public
good, free of cost.”

“Instead of having a
Government of India channel,
we need to have a Government
channel which will include the
State governments through

men also),” he said.

The PM's address cameaday
after the Government said itwas
opening up the Covid vaccina-
tiondrive fromMay 1 toinclude
all above the age of 18 -- and
soon after he had told vaccine
manufacturersduringameeting
Tuesday to “continuously scale
up the production capacity to
vaccinate our people in the
shortest possible time”.

Earlier, Covaxin maker
Bharat Biotech said it was ex-
panding its manufacturing ca-
pacity to around 700 mn doses
annually. US pharma major
Johnson & Johnson said it has
“submitted anapplication tothe
Drugs Controller General of India
requesting approval to conduct
a bridging clinical study” of its
single-dose vaccine candidate.

Reaching out to migrant
workers, the PM said: “Iurge the
state administration toboost the
confidence of workers and con-
vince them to stay wherever
theyare.”

whom the vaccine will be dis-
tributed,” he said. Vijayan said
openmarketdistributors may be
permitted to have a specified
quota of vaccine for which af-
fordable price has to be fixed so
that “unscrupulous players” do
not exploit the public.

Although the policy states
that the Centre will provide vac-
cine free of cost to state govern-
ments from its 50% quota based
oncriteria, Vijayan said the state
needs a reassurance that they
will not be left to compete with
open-market players.

Echoing this Rajasthan CM
Ashok Gehlot told The Indian
Express: “This new policy is
wrong. The Centre should not
burden state governments.
What they should have done is
that they should give vaccines
free of cost to all age groups in
government hospitals and allow
25% supply of vaccines to private
nursing homes and hospitals
where those who canafford can
get themselves vaccinated.”

Chhattisgarh Health Minister
TSSingh Deo said the decentral-

Modi's appeal comesamida
fresh exodus of migrants after
Delhiimposed a weeklonglock-
down and Maharashtra en-
forced curfew-like conditions
across the state.

The Prime Minister also in-
voked Ramnavamiand Ramzan
to urge people to follow
“maryada” (proper behaviour)
and "anushasan” (discipline).

While announcing the lock-
downinanaddress to the nation
lastyear, the Prime Minister had
justified the curbs with the slo-
gan: “Jaan hai to jahan hai.” Inan-
other address to the nation on
April 14, 2020, Modi had said:
“The country has benefited im-
mensely from social distancing
and lockdown. If you look at it
only from the economic point of
view, it seems expensive, a huge
price has to be paid, but there can
be no comparison with the lives
of Indians.”

Earlier Tuesday, Modi as-
sured vaccine makers of “all pos-
sible help and logistics support”

isation of purchase was “wrong
and short-sighted” and de-
manded arollback.

The Maharashtra
Government urged the Centre to
allow it to import vaccines from
the international market. The
state would ask the Centre for
permission to import its choice
of vaccines like AstraZeneca,
Pfizer and Sputnik, state minis-
ter Jitendra Awhad said.

The Congress criticised some
aspects of the policy. “Ina coun-
try where the median age is 28
years, toleave those who are be-
low the age of 45 years out of a
public-funded programmeis, to
say the least, callous,” Congress
leader P Chidambaram said.

“...The Union Government
is running away from taking re-
sponsibility, overburdens the
states,encourages vaccine man-
ufacturers to profiteer, and will
worsen the inequality between
states as well between poorand
rich Indians. Nowhere in the
world has any government left
its vaccination programme to be
determined by the vagaries of

from the Government and said
the “process of vaccine approval
is speedy and scientific”.

The meeting was attended
by Adar Poonawala, CEO of
Serum Institute of India (SII); Dr
KrishnaElla, chairman of Bharat
Biotech; Dr Satish Reddy, chair-
man of Dr Reddy’s Lab; Sanjay
Singh, CEQ, Gennova
Biopharma; Pankaj Patel, chair-
man, Zydus Cadila; and, Dr
Mahima Datla, MD, Biological E.

The meeting came after the
Finance Ministry relaxed rules to
effectively enable the Health
Ministry to make advance pay-
ments of Rs 3,000 crore to SII,
which manufactures Covishield,
and Rs 1,500 crore to Bharat
Biotech for procuring vaccines.

On Tuesday, Poonawala
thanked the Prime Minister and
Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman for the “decisive pol-
icy changes and swift financial
aid which will help vaccine pro-
duction and distribution in
India”.

market forces, and for good rea-
son,” he said.

“No other country is doing
this (putting vaccinesin the open
market)as yet, because all these
vaccines are still underrestricted
Or emergency use permissions
and have not yet been fully li-
censed in their countries of ori-
gin, except perhaps in Russia,”
said vaccine expertand Christian
Medical College professor
Gagandeep Kang,

“As more vaccines are per-
mitted entry into India or are
produced in India, the supply
chain will expand. This may hap-
pen by the end of June,” said
Public Health Foundation of
India President K Srinath Reddy.

“Since the Centre will pro-
vide free vaccinations only to
persons above 45, state govern-
ments must provide free vacci-
nations to all younger adults
from low income families.
Migrant workers and their fam-
ilies should receive free vaccina-
tionsinwhichever state they are
located, without domicile re-
quirements,” he added.

“All indications are that the
government failed to place ad-
vanced purchase orders fromvac-
cine manufacturers,and theinitial
supplies of these companies got
locked into contracts that they had
already signed with other coun-
tries like the US and UK,” said R
Ramakumar, a professor at Tata
Institute of Social Science’s Centre
for Study of Developing
Economies.

With supplies short of pro-
jected demand, the government
plan was focused on vaccinating
priority groups in a phased man-
ner -- healthcare workers first, fol-
lowed by frontline workers like
police and armed forces. In pur-
suance of this goal, the govern-
ment had increased its total order
of vaccines to 41 million doses by
February 12, as per a response by
Minister of State for Health
Ashwini Kumar Choubey in the
Lok Sabha response.

Vaccinations were opened up
onMarch 1 for senior citizensand
those above 45 years of age who
had specific comorbidities. By
March 17, a total of 70.62 million
doses of Covid-19 vaccines had
been supplied by the Centre, of
which 37.10 million doses had
been administered across the
country.

By the time vaccinations were
opened up for those above the age
of 45, experts and industry exec-
utives said, there was a switch in
the government’s supply-driven
push to get people vaccinated.
“Starting April 1, there was a
higher rush in those above 45
wanting to getvaccinated, so there

was a demand-driven pull for
more vaccines,” said the official of
an industry body on condition of
anonymity.

At the same time, the country
was banking on limited supply
from just two vaccines -- SII's
Covishield, and Bharat Biotech’s
Covaxin. Some experts feel this
could have been avoided if the
country had not potentially been
focused on pushing a narrative of
being able to fulfil its demand
through a “Made in India” shot.

India’s support to especially in-
digenous vaccines during the pan-
demic was mostly limited to the
developmentand testing of these
jabs. At the same time, unlike
other countries, India neither
funded at-risk production nor
placed advance orders for the
Covid-19 vaccines being devel-
oped here.

Some vaccine vial and syringe
manufacturers told The Indian
Express that as late as December,
they were still in the dark on
whether and how much of their
capacities they had to earmark for
vaccine-makers, especially since
vaccine companies themselves
had not received clarity on how
many doses would be required.

This lack of at-risk funding or
risk-sharing was pointed out by
some industry executives towards
the end of last year as a potential
hurdle to investing in stockpiling
doses. With supplies running
short, the government did a re-
think.

On December 4, Pfizer India
was the first company toapproach
the Central Drugs Standard

Control Organization (CDSCO)for
restricted emergency permission
to supply the Covid-19 vaccine it
developed with German firm
BioNTech. The day after, Sll rushed
to CDSCO with its emergency use
request for Covishield. Onits heels
was Bharat Biotech, seeking simi-
lar permission to supply Covaxin
despite not having completed
Phase 3 trials.

OnJanuary 3, the country’s top
drug regulator cleared Covishield
and Covaxin for restricted emer-
gency use in India.Pfizer, which
had received an EUA in the UK for
itsvaccine, in January told Reuters
thatitwanted India to place orders
forits vaccine despite constrained
global supplies.

However, the vaccine maker’s
request was rejected in February
asithad not conducted local trials
of the jab in India -- a decision
India has now effectively reversed
inthe hopes of attracting more ap-
plications for foreign Covid-19 vac-
cines, including Pfizer’s, which the
company withdrew afterits rejec-
tionin February.

Over the months, SII had re-
portedly been supplying most of
its production capacity towards
India’s vaccination programme,
despite global commitments.

As of early April, The Indian
Express had learnt that Bharat
Biotech’s annual capacity formak-
ing Covaxin stood at 200 million —
nearly 17 million doses a month.

Work to bring an additional
Bio Safety Level 3 (BSL 3) facility
online in Bengaluru has been un-
derway with the country’s regu-
lator having cleared the company

to make test batches of Covaxin
there. Sources said these batches
are expected by the end of April,
butevenafteranapprovalis given
to the site, it is expected to take
around 60 days for production to
start.

The company had reportedly
sought around Rs 75 crore from
the government to help speed up
itswork at this facility. The govern-
ment Friday announced that it
was providing the company
around Rs 65 crore in funding to
help it repurpose this facility,
which was originally intended to
produce animal vaccines.

Hero shuts plants

country,includingits Global Parts
Center (GPC),inview of the ongo-
ing escalation in the spread of
Covid-19 across the country.”

One of the biggest two-
wheeler manufacturers in the
world, Hero MotoCorp has six
manufacturing plants with a to-
talmanufacturing capacity of 11.6
million units. Its plants are located
inHaridwar, Dharuhera, Gurgaon,
Neemrana, Vadodara and
Chittoor.

Stating that each of its plants
and GPCwill remain shut for four
days in a staggered manner be-
tween April 22 and May 1,2021, it
said the shutdown will not impact
the company’s ability to meet the
demand and that the production
loss will be compensated during
the remainder of the quarter.

The company also said it
would utilise the shutdown to
carry out necessary maintenance
workinits manufacturing plants.
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How India missed red
flags about the second
COVID-19 wave

NEW EPISODE EVERYDAY

Today on the 3 Things podcast, we talk about
why the second wave shouldn't have come
as a surprise to anyone, the reasonsit did,
and the key red flags that India missed

Some medium-scale compa-
nies too have shut down their
plants fearing the spread of Covid.

Anil Bhardwaj, Secretary
General, Federation of Indian
Micro and Small & Medium
Enterprises, said some companies
associated with his association
have also announced a shutdown
on a voluntary basis to break the
chain. “While there is no nation-
wide lockdown, itisimportant for
companies to take a call on shut-
down based on the Covid situa-
tion locally,” said Bhardwaj.

Kanohar Electricals, a leading
power transformer manufacturer
in Meerut, announced that its
plantwould be shut for three days
beginning Monday. “We have
closed the plant and will review
the situation on Wednesday. A
four-day shutdown will help
break the chain and give us clar-
ity on the situation of employees
and workers,” said Dinesh
Singhal, MD, Kanohar Electricals,
adding that he plans to rotate the
employees and postpone the
work that is not critical.

UP lockdown call

asked the state government to “re-
port to the High Court about the
steps it has taken and proposes to
take in the immediate future
within a period of one week...”

Appearing for the state,
Solicitor General Tushar Mehta
told the court that the UP govern-
ment “has issued several direc-
tions to contain the spread of
CoronaVirus”.Headded that “the
directions issued by the High
Courtvide theimpugned order are
asrigorous as alockdown though
the High Court has observed that
they are nowhere close to a com-
plete lockdown”.

The bench appointed Senior
Advocate P S Narasimha as ami-
cus curiae toassist the courtin the
matter.

Hearing a PIL on the “inhu-
man” condition at quarantine cen-
tres and the state of Covid treat-
ment, a division bench of the HC
had said that while ordering a
lockdown was the government’s
prerogative, it was disappointed
by the measures taken sinceits last
order, calling them an “eyewash”.

Inits appeal before the SC, the
state said that “though the inten-
tion behind the...order...is both
laudable and salutary”, the HC
“has effectively encroached upon
the executive domain and has
passed a mandamus which is in-
capable of being executed at the
present stage, and if executed, is
capable of creating panic, fearand
law and order situation in the
State”.

MP bus mishap

to proceed on the journey.

Dimer's wife Abhilasha, who
was returning with him, was
among the injured. Based on her
complaint, the police have regis-
tered a case against the bus
driver under IPC sections related
torash driving and endangering
lives.

Dimer's father, Asharam
Raikwar, told The Indian Express
that his son and wife worked as
labourers in Delhi earning Rs 300
a day and decided to return to
their village to avoid the prob-
lems they had faced during the
national lockdown last year.

“He had called me yesterday
and said they were leaving as
they were again putting a lock-
down. During the lockdown last
time, they had to walk for five
days to reach home and so |
asked him to come soon,”
Asharam, 65, said. Dimer and
Abhilasha have two sons, one
aged five and the other just three.

Officials and passengers said
the bus had set out from Sarai
Kale Khan in Delhi and was car-
rying migrant workers bound for
Tikamgarh, Chhatarpur and
other adjoining regions. Several
of them were sitting on top of the
bus.

Speaking to reporters,
Ganpatlal Ahirwar, a mason who
was travelling on the bus, said:
“There were 350 people in the bus

and we were made to pay Rs 700
per person. The driver had
stopped the bus near Dholpurand
both he and conductor were
drunk. He had hit a truck earlier.
The truckdriver took the key of the
bus and we somehow managed
toretrieve it from him.”

Speaking to The Indian Express,
Anil Singh Bhadoria, Station House
Officer from the local Bhilow po-
lice station, said: “The accident oc-
cured at a steep turn in Jhourasi
Ghati, making it difficult for driv-
ers.There have been atleast 15ac-
cidents there.”

On May 8, 2020, 16 migrant
workers -- part of a group of 20
headed towards villages in MP --
were run over by a goods train in
Maharashtra’s Aurangabad.

Eight days later, around 2.30
amon May 16, aleast 24 migrant
workers were killed and 37 in-
jured when a truck coming from
Delhi hit a parked tractor trolley
from Rajasthan in Uttar Pradesh’s
Auraiya district.

Fadnavis nephew

first dose, so we gave him the sec-
onddoseatourcentre,” he told The
Indian Express.

When contacted, Dr
Balkrishna Adsul, Dean, Seven
Hills Hospital, said the hospital had
vaccinated 1.30lakh people sofar,
and it was impossible to verify
each person’s credentials.

“Itis possible he registered on
CoWINasahealthcare or frontline
worker. We areimmunising those
who are pre-registered. It is not
possible to verify each person as
there are 3,500 vaccinations in a
day,” he said, adding that he did
not know Tanmay personally.

In his statement on Monday,
Fadnavis said: "Tanmay Fadnavis
ismy distant relative.lhave noidea
under which criteria he received
his Covid dose. Ifithas been taken
as per the guidelines, then there
should be no objection toit. But if
itis in violation of guidelines, it is
completely improper. My wife
and daughter have also not re-
ceived vaccination because they
don't qualify for it yet, under the
existing criteria. I am of the firm
opinion that everybody must fol-
low the rules.”

Tanmay's father, Abhijit
Fadnavis, and grandmother,
Shobhatai Fadnavis, did not re-
spond to calls or text messages.

While Tanmay has since
deleted the photograph of him
taking the vaccine, his Instagram
account has multiple photographs
with the former CM.

“Tanmayisabout 22 yearsand
has just completed his engineer-
ing degree from Nagpur. He has
also done a course inacting,” said
a family source.

Targeting the former Chief
Minister, Maharashtra PCC chief
Nana Patole questioned how the
youth had got the vaccine.

“It is blatant misuse of power
and position. When the vaccineis
for specific categories, how could
he get it, especially when it is in
short supply,” said NCP minister
Nawab Malik.

Defending Fadnavis, BJP
spokesperson Keshav Upadhyay
said: “If he had to misuse power,
he would have facilitated the vac-
cine for his wife and daughter...
Some distant relative has taken
the vaccine and it's being blamed
on Fadnavis, whichis very unfair.”

-WITHENS,MUMBAI

Bengaluru pyres
non-Covid patients. There are no
beds available in the ICU," said a
senior professor ata private med-
ical college hospital in south
Bengaluru.

“The government needs to
lockdown for afew days and open
up its own facilities such as
Victoria Hospital and Jayadeva
Hospital. That way, we will get at
least 300 more ICU beds. The situ-
ation in Bengaluru is going to get
worse than Delhi and Mumbiai,
where there is more bed capacity.
We need toreduce cases by 50 per
cent soon," the professor said.

FULLREPORTSON
www.indianexpress.com
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Sisodia: Don’t

panic or rush

to hospitals

EXPRESSNEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, APRIL20

DELHI'S DEPUTY Chief Minister
Manish Sisodia appealed to peo-
ple not to panic and follow all
rules of the lockdown to slow the
spread of Covid. "Patients should
not rush to the hospital out of
fear and should adopt home iso-
lation as an effective model.
Home isolation is the most effec-
tive way to fight Covid. During
home isolation, doctors regularly
keep in touch with people over
the phone. If you have high fever
or severe symptoms, only then
should you go to hospitals,” he
said.

Delhi is reeling under a short-
age of oxygen and hospital beds.
Out of 19,537 beds for Covid pa-
tients, only 2,682 are available,
most of them in government
hospitals. The shortage of ICU
beds is more severe -- out of
4,585, only 30 are vacant. CM
Arvind Kejriwal had appealed to
people earlier not to get admit-
ted if they have only moderate
symptoms as someone sicker
than them could need a bed.

Sisodia said Tuesday if a pa-
tient requires a bed, they should
check the Delhi Corona app be-
fore going to the hospital as it
will save time. "If a hospital is
showing false information on
the app or refusing people de-
spite having beds, action will be
taken," he said.

"Delhi government is work-
ing on war footing and 2,700
new beds will be added in hospi-
tals within the next4-5 days. The
number of Covid-19 beds went

‘Home isolation an effective
model’

up from 6,071 to over 19,100
within two weeks," Sisodia said.

He also visited Dr Baba Saheb
Ambedkar hospital in Rohini
with Health Minister Satyendar
Jain. Flagging the shortage of
Remdesivir, Jain appealed to the
Centre to allow all companies to
manufacture the drug. “There is
shortage in the entire country.
We probably have 12-14 compa-
nies in the country for this. If the
central government allows all
these to manufacture it, then its
shortage will end. Strict action
will be taken against whoever
indulges in black marketing of
these drugs,” he said.

On the Delhi government's
plan to ramp up vaccinations
when those above 18 are eligible
togetashot, Jain said: "There are
already over 500 vaccination
centres in Delhi and these will be
increased further. We had also
asked the Centre to give permis-
sions to open more vaccination
centres and said these be al-
lowed to open in schools and
community centres. If this per-
mission is granted, we will be
able to vaccinate very quickly.”

The facility at CWG Village. Praveen Khanna

Police chief asks
senior cops to check
migrant exodus

MAHENDER SINGH
MANRAL
NEW DELHI, APRIL20

TO PREVENT an exodus during
the lockdown, Delhi Police
Commissioner S N Shrivastava
has directed all 15 DCPs and
SHOs to stop movement of mi-
grants and drop them back
home if they are found outside
during the lockdown without
authorisation.

The direction came a day af-
ter hundreds of migrant work-
ers gathered at the Anand Vihar
Bus Terminal to board buses
and head to their states. “A
video conference was called by
the police chief with all DCPs,
ACPs and SHOs to discuss safety
measures taken for Covid and
how to implement the lock-
down tactfully," a senior police
officer said.

Shrivastava told them while
they have implemented 85% of
the lockdown, they should work
towards implementing it a1007%.
“To avoid an exodus situation, he
directed all SHOs to stop unau-
thorised movement of migrant
labourers and drop theminabus
provided to all police stations. He
also asked to allow only those
with tickets and check all vehi-
cles properly at pickets,” an offi-
cer said.

Delhi Police spokesperson
Chinmoy Biswal said, “Delhi
Police chief has directed that un-
necessary movement of vehicles
and people on roads be curbed.
He asked officers to be polite, but
firm, and also asked field officers
to announce in colonies and
densely populated areas that
people should obey the curfew,
besides strict picket checks.”

"Shrivastava told them that
anyone coming out of home will

5 spl trains to

run to Bihar

New Delhi: The Northern
Railways has decided to
run five ‘summer special
trains from Delhi to Bihar
for the next three days, of-
ficials said. The trains will
be fully reserved and will
run on single-side trips
with various stops in UP
and Bihar. They will depart
from New Delhi railway
station and Anand Vihar
Terminal railway station
after 11 pm Tuesday on-
wards until Thursday. “We
will run more trains if
need be,” a Northern
Railways official said. ENS

be definitely checked by police
and questioned. For essential
services like medicine shops,
vegetable shops, social distanc-
ing has to be ensured. Anyone
found disobeying the restric-
tions without a genuine ground
needs to be prosecuted at once,”
Biswal said.

Last week, the Delhi Police
Special Branch had alerted all
district police personnel there is
a possibility of migrant labour-
ers trying to move out of Delhi-
NCR, fearing a sudden lockdown,
and if any mass movement is ob-
served, local police should assist
them with adequate deploy-
ment to speed up the process.

Shrivastava also asked that
officers working in the field
should not come inside police
stations and those working in-
side should not go outside. "He
also asked them to doyogain the
morning and take vitamins,” an
officer said.
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Kejriwal quarantines himself at residence
after wife tests positive for coronavirus

.EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, APRIL20

DELHI CHIEF Minister Arvind
Kejriwal's wife Sunita Kejriwal
tested positive for Covid Tuesday.
She is under home isolation and
the CM has also quarantined
himself, attending meetings
through video conferencing.

Over the past year, Deputy
Chief Minister Manish Sisodia,
Health Minister Satyendar Jain
and Transport Minister Kailash
Gahlot have tested positive for
the virus. While Sisodia and Jain
had to be hospitalised, Gahlot is
under home isolation.

Several AAP MLAs, including
Raghav Chadha and Atishi, had
also tested positive earlier

Kejriwal lives with his par-
ents, wife, and two children.

Covid cases in Delhi have
been surging for close to a
month, and touched an all-time
high of 25,500 last week.

Kejriwal announced a lock-
down in the city on Monday,
wherein only emergency serv-
ices, those attending weddings
and funerals, and a few other

services such as grocery stores,
restaurants (for delivery), and
delivery personnel are being al-
lowed to travel.

The lockdown is in place till
5amon Monday and was an ex-
tension of a weekend lockdown
that the CM said was necessi-
tated by therise in cases and the
immense pressure on healthcare
infrastructure in the city.
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The National Highways Authority of India (NHAI) is setting up an InVIT to monetize its completed
and operational national highways projects with the objective of mobilizing additional resources.
This newly setup platform is looking to build a strong workforce by bringing together a team with
diverse backgrounds and relevant experience. NHAI InVIT is looking to hire professionals, ideally
from Roads or Infrastructure background for the following positions based in Delhi and project site

locations across India.

No. of

Position 4
Positions

Lead - Investments & 01
Acquisitions

Eligibility

Graduate with minimum 15 years of experience in investment
management preferably in Roads or Infrastructure sector.

MIS Lead - Traffic & 01
Toll Revenue

B.E./B.Tech. with 10-12 years of experience Traffic & Toll
Revenue.

General Manager - Traffic, 01
Road Safety & Management

B.E./B.Tech. with 15 years of experience in Traffic, Road Safety
& Management,

MIS Lead - Operations & 01
Maintenance

B.E./B.Tech. with 10-12 years of experience in Operations &
Maintenance of Roads projects.

Manager - F&A 01
(Banking & Treasury)

Degree in Cormmerce / CA Inter / ICWA Inter with 8 yrs. Or CA/
ICWA with 4 yrs. years of experience in finance & accounts in
Infrastructure company preferably in Roads sector.

Manager - HR (Payroll /
HR Ops./TA/ Corp. HR)

MBA with 10-12 years of experience in handling HR Ops,
payroll, recruitment, HR Business Partnering in infrastructure
industry.

Head - SPV

B.E./B.Tech. with 20 vears of experience in Roads projects.

Manager - Traffic &
Toll Revenue (SPV)

B.E./B.Tech. with 10-12 years of experience Traffic & Toll
Revenue.

Manager - Finance &
Accounts (SPV)

CA with 8 years Or Degree in Commerce / CA Inter / ICWA Inter
with 12 years of experience in finance & accounts in
Infrastructure company. Candidates having working exposure
at project site in Roads sector shall be preferred.

Manager-IR & HR (SPV)

MBA with 10-12 years of experience in handling Industrial
Relations related activities at project sites in infrastructure
industry.

Project Manager

B.E./B.Tech. with 15 years of experience in construction,
infrastructure development, toll management and operating
and managing operational roads projects.

Toll Manager 08

s

B.E./B.Tech. with 10 years or Diploma with 15 years of
experience in toll management.

"

Kindly send your updated resume to hr.nhiimpli@nhai.org with a subject line "Application for “Name of the
position™. We shall be accepting the applications for all the above positions until 30th April 2021.

Sh. Manohar Lal

Chiel Minister, Haryana
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Strict adherence to
social distancing and
use of masks
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free mask distribution
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in Covid Testing Centre under
the supervision of
District Administration
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Delhi govt SOS: Oxygen running out at hospitals

ASTHASAXENA &
SOFIAHSAN
NEW DELHI, APRIL 20

ALARM BELLS are ringing at sev-
eral hospitals in Delhi over the
shortage of oxygen supply,amid
the rising number of cases and
increased patientload. The issue
was once again raised by Chief
Minister Arvind Kejriwal on
Tuesday as hospitals struggled
to meet the required oxygen de-
mand. The Delhi High Court too
called the situation “alarming”.
Calling it a “serious oxygen
crisis”, the CM urged the Centre
to immediately provide oxygen
to the city. “Serious oxygen crisis
persists in Delhi.I again urge the
Center to urgently provide oxy-
gen to Delhi. Some hospitals are
left with just a few hours of oxy-

gen,” he tweeted.

Delhi reported 28,395 cases
and 277 deaths on Tuesday, the
highest till date. The positivity
rate also climbed to almost 33%
— meaning one in every three
people tested had Covid.

Dr D S Rana, chairman of
board at Sir Ganga Ram hospital,
told The Indian Express “We have
500 Covid patients in the hospi-
tal out of which 128 are in the
ICU. The oxygen requirement for
the patients in the ICU is rela-
tively higher than those admit-
ted in the general wards. If we
continue with the current situa-
tion, the existing oxygen supply
will last for only seven-eight
hours. Normally, we require
3,000 cubic meters of oxygen in
aday and currently, the demand
has gone up to approximately
10,000 cubic meters.I have been

working with the hospital for the
last 40 years and this is the first
time that we have seen such a
crisis.”

Data shared by deputy Chief
Minister Manish Sisodia shows
that in most of the hospitals —
state-run and private — the oxy-
gen supply is available for 8-10
hours. “In most hospitals in
Delhi, oxygenis available for the
next 8 to 12 hours only. We have
been demanding for one week
to increase the oxygen supply
quota to Delhi, which the central
government has to do. If oxygen
does not reach the hospitals in
sufficient quantity by tomorrow
morning, there will be an out-
cry,” tweeted Sisodia.

Delhi Health Minister
Satyendar Jain also shared a
message sent to him by the
Principal at UCMS, which is affil-

CORONAVIRUS

IN THE CAPITAL

OXYGEN STOCK STATUS

(On April 20 at 6 pm, as per Delhi govt)

MAJOR GOVERNMENT HOSPITALS

Il DDU Hospital 12Hrs | M BurariHospital 8Hrs
B Ambedkar Hospital 24 Hrs | M Sanjay Gandhi 12Hrs
WAcharyaBikshu T0-12Hrs | Hospital

Hospital M Lok Nayak Hospital 12Hrs
M Deep Chand 8Hrs | M Baba Saheb 8-10Hrs
Bandhu Hospital Ambedkar Hospital

MAJOR PRIVATE HOSPITALS

M B L Kapoor 8-10Hrs | HEHoly Family 24 Hrs
M Batra 8-9Hrs | M Max, Patparganj 8-10Hrs
M Venkateshwar 4Hrs | M Balaji 48Hrs
M Stephen's 12-15Hrs | M Shree Agrasen 48Hrs
B Gangaram 16-18 Hrs | M Maharaja Agrasen  5Hrs

VACCINATIONS
INLAST 24 HRS

67,448

iated to GTB Hospital, a Covid-
only facility. The message from
Dr Anil Jain said the hospital was
facing difficulty in getting sup-
ply of liquid medical oxygen and
oxygen cylinders from the ven-
dor and if the supply remained
constrained, it could lead to a
“catastrophe” as the hospital has
more than 500 “critically sick pa-
tients” and oxygen will run out
by 2 am (Tuesday night).

The Delhi High Court di-
rected the central government
to review the allocation of oxy-
gen on a dynamic basis so that
its utilisation is achieved in the
most efficient manner. “The sit-
uation on this front is rather
alarming. We have been in-
formed that the availability of
oxygen, as we pass this order, has
dropped dramatically even in
hospitals like Sir Ganga Ram

WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM
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hospital, which is 100 percent
Covid facility and is one of the
leading hospitals of Delhi. The
situation is such that the oxygen
pressure had to be reduced forit
to last longer, with a result that
serious patients who are in need
of oxygen have suffered drastic
fall in oxygen levels which is
turning out to be one of major
causes of fatality of Covid pa-
tients,” said the court.

Senior advocate Rahul
Mebhra, representing the Delhi
government, told the court that
thereis a great dearth of medical
oxygen in the hospitals and the
daily requirement is 700 MTs.
Centre told the court that 378
MTsis being supplied at present
and disputed the demand of the
Delhi government. Mehra also
told the court that despite a court
order on Monday, INOX, which

has contracts with Delhi govern-
ment for supply of oxygen to the
hospitals in the national capital,
has not restored the 140 MTs
oxygen supply to its hospitals
owing to the fear of law and or-
der situation in Uttar Pradesh
where its unit is located. While
issuing a contempt notice to
INOX, the division bench of
Justices Vipin Sanghi and Rekha
Palli asked the owner of the
company to remain present dur-
ing the hearing on Thursday and
also issued a notice to the UP
government.

As per sources in the Ministry
of Home Affairs (MHA), all possi-
ble efforts are being made to
smoothen supply lines: “Things
should improve in a few hours.
Oxygen has to be brought from
UP and vehicles have been sent.
Delhi will not run out of oxygen.”

At Lok Nayak, an unprecedented crisis

Desperation outside, perseverance inside — The Indian Express spends two days at the hospital which has been at the forefront of the capital’s fight against Covid

ASHNABUTANI, JIGNASA
SINHA&ASTHA SAXENA
NEW DELHI, APRIL20

FORTHE first time since the pan-
demic struck the national capital,
Lok Nayak hospital — Delhi gov-
ernment’s largest Covid-only fa-
cility —is running at full capacity.
And the strain is beginning to
show — both on healthcare work-
ers inside and desperate families
outside. The Indian Express spent
two days outside the hospital,
which has been at the forefront of
the national capital’s fight against
Covid.

OnTuesday,aboard inside the
hospital made it clear: No beds
were available at the time. The to-
talnumber of beds in the hospital
is 1,500. This includes 400 for ICU
patients and 200 for those on a
ventilator.

But that didn’t stop ambu-
lances from queuing up outside
—asone was told to turn around,
another tookits place. At the gates
were distraught family members
trying to get patients admitted,
and security guards tasked with
explaining the situation to them.

At 4:15 pm, an ambulance
witha patientin his 50s reached,
butwas stopped at the gate. A se-
curity guard said, "We are not let-
tingambulances inbecause they
get stuck inside. So a family
member goes in and completes
the formalities. If a bed is avail-
able, we open the doors for the
vehicle."

Asthe patient's breathing be-
came laboured and he started
gasping for help, his family de-
cided to try to get him admitted
elsewhere. Around 5 pm, they
headed to RML hospital.

An ambulance driver outside
said he had never seen such a
“grim situation” before — “not
even last year”. "Itis only whena
patient dies or recovers that a
new patient can be admitted,” he
said.

He said that many families
keep callingambulance driversin
the hope of getting a patient on
oxygeninside the vehicle tillabed
is available. “We all have small
cylinders in our ambulances.
Since oxygen is in short supply,
we end up filling the cylinders at
Rs 500 when the actual costis Rs
250.These last for approximately
an hour. Sometimes, when there
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is absolutely no oxygen available
anywhere, we have to pick up the
patient without it... We have seen
people die inside our ambu-
lances,” he said.

Also at the hospital on
Tuesday was Ashish Pawar (27),
who said he was transferring his
mother to a private hospital. “She
has been here for almost a week.
Her oxygen levels are very low.
We even arranged plasma for her.
We have decided to take her else-
where since she is not recover-
ing,” he said.

Shattered, say doctors

DrRituSaxena, who hasbeen
coordinating with the Covid pa-
tients for over a year now, said the
last three days have been “the
toughest”. “The surge has left us
shattered and in shock. All health-
care workers are mentally ex-
hausted; it can’t be expressed in
words. We have admitted around
70 patients in an hour and the
crowd at the hospital’s emer-
gency area is difficult to manage.
Between all this, several health-
care workers are also testing pos-
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Outside Lok Nayak hospital, which has 1,500 beds for Covid patients, all of which are full. Praveen Khanna

itive and those who are left are
disheartened and demotivated,”
she told The Indian Express on
Monday.

Dr Suresh Kumar, the hospi-

tal's medical superintendent who
has been actively involved in the
treatment of patients as well,
said: “Many patients in the hos-
pital are from NCR areas. About a

third of the patients admitted
here are from Noida, Ghaziabad,
Haryana, Sonipat, etc. Since the
number of admissions have gone
up significantly over the last few

days and there is a shortage of
oxygen supply across the coun-
try, we have put around 200 pa-
tients on oxygen concentrators.
These patients are in need of low

Capital’s migrant exodus continues: ‘Every time I see an
election poster, I feel cheated... Nobody has helped us’

JIGNASA SINHA
NEW DELHI, APRIL 20
ONTUESDAY morning, Pinki (26)
and her husband left their home
in Delhi’s Jhilmil Colony;, filled
with anxiety. The couple worked
at a printing press near their
home but were told by theirem-
ployer that they won’t be paid
during the lockdown and should
consider leaving the city and re-
turning when work resumes.
With no savings, they borrowed
money from their neighbours
and left with their three children
insearch of a bus that could take
them to Sitapur in Uttar Pradesh.
Standing with her children at
Anand Vihar ISBT while her hus-
band looked for a bus, Pinki said:
“We are afraid we won't get abus

At Anand Vihar ISBT on Tuesday. Praveen Khanna

today. My husband and I don’t
have any savings left because our
landlord forced us to pay the rent
this month and our employers
haven’t paid us anything in the
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last 20 days. How will we survive
here if there’s a longer lock-
down? The printing press pro-
duces school books and election
posters but our employers didn’t

pay us now because books aren’t
being printed these days. Every
time I see an election poster, I feel
cheated. Nobody has helped us.”

“It’s been more than three
hours now, I am tired but there
are no buses. We can't afford a
private ACbus. Not thatI want to
stay in Sitapur because we won’t
geta permanent job there.Iwish
schools reopen soonsol can print
books again,” she said.

Hundreds of migrants, some
of whom could not get a bus or
train on Monday, when a week-
long lockdown came into effect
inDelhi, gathered at Anand Vihar
to try again on Tuesday.

Geeta(38),alabourer, lost her
job last week and was planning
to go home with her son and her
husband but the crowd “scared”
her.

“We left our home after we
watched the CM’s announce-
ment on television. We get Rs
400 per day but our employers
said the factory won't open for at
least a month. When we came
here yesterday, I almost lost my
sonin the crowd. We missed our
bus and got so scared that we
went back home. Today, we are
ready to leave but there are no
buses. I packed parathas for the
children. We will now work in
Hamirpur, UP. I don’t want to
come here again,” said Geeta.

The family shifted to Delhi
last year but had to leave during
the firstlockdown. In December,
they came back and got jobs, only
to be met with another setback.

Though the terminal was
lined with government buses,
many seats were full because

passengers booked tickets online.
In private AC buses, passengers
claimed conductors were charg-
ingasmuch asRs 1,500-Rs 2,000
fora seat.

Bhim Singh (50), who works
at a cloth factory, said he and his
wife were initially going to attend
a friend’s wedding in Bihar’s
Arrah, but have now decided not
to return.

“The factory is shut, my chil-
dren have already left and are
staying with their grandparents.
We will do farming. Last week,
during the night curfew, I asked
my neighbour to book my tick-
ets. It's scary here, people are
pushing each other and nobody
is wearing a mask. My children
call me every hour. We just want
togobackand stay in Bihar now,”
he said.

= Prem Nath Pandey

oxygen supply and we are trying
to use the high oxygen flow for
critical patientsin need. This is the
first time that we are facing this
crisis.”

From far and wide

Among those who had come
from outside the capital was
Anjali Nigam (45), who left her
kids aged 15 and 11 at home in
Agraand came to Delhi to get her
husband Dhiren Kumar (50) ad-
mitted on Sunday. She said that
while several relatives had called
to check on Dhiren, none offered
to give her refuge while she wasin
Delhi.

“Dhiren complained of
breathlessness and fever two
days ago. We got him tested but
before we could get the results,
his condition deteriorated. His
blood pressure and oxygen satu-
ration level dropped to 80. 1 was
scared and called our relatives but
nobody came to help us. Ahelper
at Dhiren’s office took us to at
least five hospitals in Agra but
doctors didn’t admit him,” she
said.

Around 11 pm on Saturday
night, when a family doctor sug-
gested that Dhiren needed a bed
with oxygen and might need a
ventilator, Anjali brought him to
Delhi. “We reached around 3 am
on Sunday. There was no bed at
Lok Nayak and we waited in line.
After two hours, we gotabed and
admitted him.”

Outside, she said she has no
place to rest or access to a clean
bathroom. And the lockdown has
meant hotels and restaurants
nearby are closed too.

Around noon on Sunday, 53-
year-old Mansoor Alam called his
relatives in Ghaziabad to inform
them about the death of his
nephew, Md Shahid (33), who
had been shifted to the hospital
recently.

“His mother is sitting on the
footpath, waiting for an update on
his health. How do I tell her that
she has lost her son? He was the
sole breadwinner after his father
passed away,” said Alam.

Five days ago, Shahid com-
plained of chest pain and suffered
a heart attack. The family said
they called at least seven hospi-
tals in Ghaziabad but in vain.
Alam then drove Shahid to Delhi
and admitted him to GB Pant
Hospital where doctors treated
him. However, on Saturday, he
tested positive for Covid.

“Doctors at GB Pant referred
him to Lok Nayak and we got a
bed. We thought he would re-
cover soon but I received a call
from the doctors 10 minutes
ago. They said he died due to
Covid. What do1do now?” said
Alam.

While the crowd on Sunday
was less than on weekdays, fam-
ilies of patients waited in line out-
side to send food and essentials
to their loved ones. A few also re-
quested authorities to facilitate a
video call with the patient.

Bali Singh, 75, a resident of
Shalimar Bagh, sataloneina cor-
ner.

“My daughter Nisha and her
husband both tested positive on
Saturday. Her husband is under
home isolation in Nanakpura.
She called me late at night and
told me to take her to a hospi-
tal.  managed to get a cab and
took her to Lok Nayak but there
was no bed here. Today, we got
abed.Iam hoping she recovers
soon.”

In Gurgaon, 1 ventilator
and 4 ICU beds vacant

SAKSHIDAYAL
GURGAON, APRIL20

ASTHE number of ICU beds avail-
able for Covid patients in Gurgaon
fell to below five on Tuesday, and
only one ventilator bed remained
vacant, district officials said work
had begun to increase the num-
ber of beds at government facili-
ties from 200 to 800.

On Monday, T C Gupta,
Additional Chief Secretary of the
Haryana government had met
with officials in Gurgaon to assess
the Covid situation in the district.

This came amid a crunch in
ICU and ventilator beds for Covid
patients. On Tuesday, their num-
bers reduced further, with the
number of vacant ICU beds falling
from nine on Monday to four as
of 5pmonTuesday. The number

of vacant ventilator beds fell to
justone, from three vacantbedsa
day earlier.

District officials said the gov-
ernment has tied up with three
facilities to increase the number
of beds available to Covid pa-
tients: SGT Medical College in
Chandu Budhera, Medeor hos-
pital in Manesar, and World
College of Medical Sciences
Research and Hospital in Jhajjar.
"The beds will be increased in a
phased manner. We have started
work on three facilities, and are
sure that within the next three-
four days, we can upscale the
bed availability. We are planning
to raise it to 500 beds within a
week at SGT alone, in addition to
a 150-bed facility at Jhajjar col-
lege, and a 125-bed facility at
Medeor,” said  Deputy
Commissioner Yash Garg.
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““CIVIL SERVICES DAYA2

Celebrating public service

Civil Services Day is here and it is a matter of pride and celebrations for me as well
because even I have been indirectly connected with it for more than three decades.

T THE outset, | will reiterate that The

Agiovernment of India celebrates April

1 every year as 'Civil Services Day' as

an occasion for the civil servants to rededi-

cate themselves to the cause of citizens and

renew their commitments to public service
and excellence in work.

This date is chosen to commemorate the
day when the first Home Minister of Inde-
pendent India, Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel, ad-
dressed the probationers of Administrative
Services Officers in 1947 at Metcalf House,
Delhi, he referred to civil servants as the ‘Steel
frame of India’.

My bonding with Civil Servants started
with my association with Pratiyogita Darpan.
In the year 1989, | started interviewing IAS
toppers and my endeavour began with iconic
names like Shalini Chabbra and Shashi
Prakash Goyal. Ever since, it has been a rou-
tine to understand the changing dynamics
and how the Indian youth relate to top gov-
ernment jobs.

India is one of the most diverse countries
on Earth, and the biggest democracy by far.As
a development success story, India stands out
with strong social and economic reforms;
from the land of snake charmers to
transforming itself into one of the world's
fast-growing economies, we have come a
long way.

The moment we touch upon the growth
aspect, the civil servants have been its integral
part at every step taken by the government in
service delivery to the masses.

The civil servants have been the author of
good governance. Whether it is e-gover-
nance, m-governance, or present day’s
maxim: “Minimum Government - Maximum
Governance”, socio-economic policies or
other path-breaking decisions which have

benefited the masses at the grassroots level
and have touched our lives on day-to-day ba-
sis, the role of civil servants is inseparable.
When | look at the fascination among
youth — even in this changing economic en-
vironment, where private sector and new-
age jobs offer excellent remunerations; ca-
reer in civil services is still at the top-of-mind.
| have seen many youngsters chucking their
high paid job and taking a plunge into the
preparation of Civil Services Exam and even

succeeding with top ranks.

We can easily spot one big change in the

mindset of the

prove their plight.

Almost every day there
is something or other that
appears in news or on so-
cial media, we find stories
of agile, innovative and
cooperative civil servants
being a part of pro-active
government machinery
for an effective service de-
livery, who are quick, re-
sponsive and efficient.

In the previous one
year, we have been wit-
nessing the influence of bureaucracy in han-
dling Covid-19 pandemic and how effectively
delivery of services, policies programs, main-
taining law and order, ensuring proper pro-
cedures are followed and these profession-
ally driven civil servants ensure that the
services are delivered effectively, impartially
and courteously.

Governance is a dynamic phenomenon
that has always attracted the attention of the
engineers, medicos, law graduates and even
other specialist professionals. The govern-
ment's lateral entry scheme is a testimony to

youth. No more,
they talk about
power or pres-
tige; they look at
the career in Civil
Services as a
great opportu-
nity to connect
with the com-
mon  masses,
serve the poor
and underprivi-
leged and im-

Civil Services and its
preparation in changing times

VISION IAS is India’s premier research
and training institute for civil services ex-
amination. It is driven by core values of
innovation and excellence and this has
led to its spectacular rise in popularity
among aspirants within a short span of
time. It has bagged 9 in the top 10 ranks
and 7 in the top 10 in UPSC CSE 2018
and 19 respectively from various courses
like Test Series Programs, Classroom Pro-
grams, Distance Learning Programs etc.

On this Civil Services Day, we will try to
analyze the role of the civil services as
well as how to prepare for the civil ser-
vices entrance exams in changing times.
This is an excerpt from an interview with
the VISION IAS team.

What is the role of civil services?
How is it changing and evolving in
the recent times?

The Civil Services form the permanent
executive arm of the government. Its
chief role is to assist and advice the min-
isters in their functions and to implement
the policies of the government. They per-
form both administrative as well as de-
velopmental functions. Sardar Patel de-
scribed the services as the ‘steel-frame’ of
India’s government machinery.

The civil services must keep pace with
the changing times in order to meet the
aspirations of the people. Rapid eco-
nomic growth, for example, brings with it
the challenges of inequality, environ-
mental destruction etc. These are the
new issues which have to be dealt with at
the policy as well as implementation
level by the civil servants.

Could you enlighten us with
some examples of the outstand-
ing work done by the civil ser-
vants?

Anonymity is an important value in
the civil services - Civil servants primarily
work ‘behind the scenes’. Despite this,
many leave a distinct imprint on society
through their works. They mainly work
as agents of change.

For example, Shri OP Choudhary (IAS,
2005 batch) started the programme
‘Choo Lo Asman’ in Dantewada, Chhat-
tisgarh. Under this, students were given
post classroom special tutorials for en-
trance examinations like the IIT-JEE. To-
day, the Dantewada Education City has
an engineering college, an Industrial
Training Institute, a tribal girls’ school, as
well as residential schools for children
who have lost their parents in the Naxal
related violence. He was therefore a re-
cipient of the Prime Minister's Award for
excellence in Public Administration in
2011-12.
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Another example is of Shri Armstrong
Pame (IAS, 2009 batch), who crowd
sourced funds to build a road to connect
Tamelong district in Manipur to rest of
the country.

The pattern of the exam is
changing. How must one prepare
in this context?

First and foremost, the aspirants
must go through the previous years'
question papers to get a thorough un-
derstanding of the demands of the ex-
amination. Since 2013, Questions asked
are more analytical in nature and thus
rote learning is not helpful. One needs to
analyse topics in the syllabus from mul-
tiple aspects and relate them with cur-
rent affairs. Answer-writing practice has
therefore become an important compo-
nent of preparation. It is therefore advis-
able to attempt the previous years’ ques-
tions repeatedly along with a good test
series to hone these skills.

Also, in the current scenario, aspirants
must pay proper attention to Paper IV in
General studies i.e. the ethics paper due
to its high scoring nature. Aspirants must
adequately practice case studies in order
to be able to score well in this paper.

Further, the removal of one optional
has meant that even working profes-
sionals and students have a good chance
at clearing this exam and online classes
and content can come handy for this.

As Prelims is soon approaching,
what should be the strategy of as-
pirants at this crucial stage?

Aspirants must focus more on revis-
ing and practicing test series. This will en-
able them to effectively revise and test
their knowledge. It will also help them to
know their strong and weak areas, which
would aid in more effective and efficient
revisions.

At the same time, the aspirants must
not ignore the current affairs, and must
keep revising the important government
schemes, latest initiatives of the govern-
ment and the news of the past one year
atthe least.

Many aspirants are awaiting the
Personality Test (Interview Stage).
What should be their approach?

The candidates selected for the per-
sonality test round must prepare for it
with utmost confidence, calm and com-
posure. They must prepare each entry of
their Detailed Application Forms in as
much depth possible. Also, taking Mock
Interviews and obtaining feedback
would significantly help in gaining confi-
dence as well as improving their person-
ality traits.

Congratulations

to All Civil Servants and Civil Servant
Aspirants on Civil Services Day!

ADMISSION OPEN
With Online Live Class
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the above fact.

In the end, | think on ‘Civil Services Day’,
when Awards for Excellence in PublicAdmin-
istration are presented to Districts/Imple-
menting Units for implementation of priority
program and innovation categories each civil
servants should think of at least one innova-
tive idea to ameliorate the system of gover-
nance as means to rededicate themselves to
the cause of citizen.

| feel even the aspiring youth should also
look at these shining moments as an oppor-
tunity to align themselves and their thought- |
process and vision

UPSC NEWS

Civil Services Interview postponed, new dates to be announced

HE UNION Public Service Commission,  Union Public Service Commission has de-

UPSC, has postponed the Civil Services  ferred the Personality Tests (Interviews) of
Examination, 2020 Personality Tests the candidates of the Civil Services
(Interviews) amid the ongoing Covid-19  Examination, 2020 scheduled from 26th
pandemic in the country. The commission  April, 2021 to 18th June, 2021 till further
has also postponed the personality testfor  orders, " read the official notice released
Indian Economic Service/Indian Statistical by UPSC.
Service Examination, 2020. "New dates for the Personality Tests

Earlier, the UPSC Civil Services Exam  (Interviews) will be informed to the can-
2020 interview was scheduled to begin  didates in due course of time," read the
from April 26. Also, the Competent official notice released by UPSC.
Authority had also decided to reimburse |

the lowest 'to’ and 'fro’ airfare for traveling
by Air India or any other private Airlines to
the outstation candidates for attending
interviews/ PT boards.

"Due to the prevailing conditions
caused by the Novel Coronavirus (Covid-
19), as a precautionary measure, the

with the future of
India. It will cer-
tainly make things
easier when they
face the fierce Civil
Services Examina-
tion to convert their
dreams into reality.
Atul Kapoor
Vice President
Pratiyogita Darpan;
Founder-Director
A-CUBEIAS
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servants, across the country, and around the world, for
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welfare of this great nation, more so during this covid
pandemic situation.

www.jatinverma.org

One Stop Destination for UPSC Preparation
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“On this occasion of Civil Services Day, let us remind
ourselves of the role played by the STEEL- FRAME in sustaining
well the edifice of citizen sensitive public services. In fact, the
STEEL FRAME has become STAINLESS STEEL FRAME"

B PrepON IAS has been doing its bit in making Civil Services Exam
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“Wishing you National Civil Services Day. Salute to

the spirit of civil service officers of India.”
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Singapore
curbs forIndia
travellers

Singapore: Singapore on
Tuesday announced that
travellers from India will
have to serve an addi-
tional seven-day ‘Stay-at-
Home Notice’, apart from
the usual mandatory 14-
day quarantine at a dedi-
cated facility due to the
steep rise in the coron-
avirus cases and the
emergence of new virus
strain in the country. The
announcement by the
Ministry of Health came
as the entry approvals for
non-Singapore citizens
and non-permanent res-
idents are being reduced
withimmediate effect, in
response to the worsen-
ing Covid-19 situation in
India. PTI

2 held for forged
Covidreports

Mumbai: Mumbai Police on
Monday arrested two persons,
including one who used to work
with a laboratory chain, for al-
legedly providing forged nega-
tive reports of Covid-19 to peo-
ple in exchange of Rs 1,000 per
person. The crime branch (unit
X) said they had given forged
negative certificates to at least
100 people. DCP (crime) Akbar
Pathan said officers received a
tip-off that the duo were operat-
ing from a chawl at Jogeshwari.
Apolice team raided their room
on Monday and caught them
red-handed when they were al-
legedly making forged certifi-

cates on their laptop. ENS
Nurse assaulted
atcarecentre

Mumbai: A45-year-old man has
been booked by the police for al-
legedly brutally assaulting a
nurse working in a Covid-19 care
centre in Malabar Hill. The
Malabar Hill police said the inci-
dent took place last Friday, when
the person, believing that he was
not receiving proper treatment,
accused the hospital of infecting
him and attacked nurse Dipika
Vasave with a knife before flee-
ing from the hospital. The police
said that Vasave has sustained
injuries on her face, back and
hands. ENS

BJP leader booked
over birthday party

Ahmedabad: Former Anand
Nagarpalika president Vijay Patel
was booked Monday after
videos of the BJPleader purport-
edly celebrating his birthday at
apublicevent without wearing a
mask or abiding by social dis-
tancing norms emerged on so-
cial media, police said. "An FIR
has beenlodged against him and
further action will be taken as
per procedure,” a statement is-
sued by the Anand Police said
Tuesday. ENS

Unclaimed bodies
inGoa mortuary

Panaji: Leader of Opposition in
Goa Assembly Digambar Kamat
on Tuesday wrote to the South
Goa Collectorand urged her tois-
sue orders for disposal of un-
claimed bodies lying in the mor-
tuary in Margao. Kamat wrote
that he was informed that at least
15 to 20 unclaimed bodies, some
Covid-infected, were lying in the
mortuary “as the government
had not made any arrangements
for disposal” of the bodies. ENS

More beds, docsin
Sassoon hospital

Pune: Sassoon General Hospital
will step up its bed strength for
Covid-19 patients to 700 in an-
other week's time. A total of 66
doctors will also be recruited on
an urgent basis, Director of
Medical Education and
Research Dr T P Lahane says.
With 525 beds occupied in the
super-specialty  building,
Sassoon Hospital authorities
said an additional 175 beds will
be made ready in two different
buildings on the premises.
Considering the increasing
number of Covid patients, Dr
Lahane said they had agreed to
recruit 66 doctors on an urgent
basis. ENS

YOUTHS SEEM MORE VULNERABLE IN SECOND WAVE: ADITYANATH

AVANEESHMISHRA
& ABHISHEK SAHA
LUCKNOW, GUWAHATI, APRIL 20

SHORTLY AFTER Prime Minister
Narendra Modi in his address to
the nation spoke of the world's
largest vaccination drive under-
way in India, two BJP-ruled states
— Uttar Pradesh and Assam - an-
nounced that they would provide
free Covid vaccination to those
aged above 18 from May 1.

“We have decided tovaccinate
allabove 18 years free of cost. The
state government will take for-
ward the vaccination programme
with its own resources,” Uttar
Pradesh Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath said in a statement af-
ter a Cabinet meeting Tuesday
evening,

Expressing gratitude to the
central government for bringing
down the age bar for vaccination
to 18, he said it was a “great re-
lief” as it will provide a safety
shield to every adult, thus giving
amajor boost to the war against
the pandemic.
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Arelative of a Covid patient waits outside a hospital in Prayagraj on Tuesday. Ritesh Shukla

“In the second wave of this
pandemic, it is the youths who
seem to be more vulnerable as the
numbers indicate. It was essential
to provide them protection as
people under45 years of age have
to stay outdoors in order to take
care of their parents or children,”
Adityanath said.

He urged that youths must
not take the pandemic lightly
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and strictly follow the Covid-19
protocol.

“The new wave is a result of
carelessness as people stopped
using masks and did not maintain
social distancing,” he said. “I
would like to express my gratitude
to PM Modi and the Central gov-
ernment for making two indige-
nous Covid vaccines available to
all countrymen above 18 in time

and also to the scientists who
worked tirelessly to develop the
same.”

Making a similar announce-
ment, Assam Health Minister
Himanta Biswa Sarma tweeted:
“Assam will give FREE vaccines to
everyone from 18-45 years. GOl is
giving free vaccines for 45 +.”

Funds collected in Assam
Arogya Nidhi last year shall be

A queue at a school in Kottayam, Kerala, for Covid-19 vaccine on Tuesday, amid a shortage of doses in the state. Express

In Kerala, panic over vaccine stock

SHAJUPHILIP
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM,APRIL20

COVID-19 VACCINATION centres
in Kerala are facing heavy
crowds amid a shrinking stock of
vaccines in the state, where cases
have started spiking once again,
suddenly triggering increased
demand.

Vaccination in several mega
centres, government primary
health centres and private hospi-
tals has been suspended either for
want of stock or after daily sup-
plies ran out early.

According to sources in the
health department, the existing
vaccine stock stood at 4.72 lakh
doses on the intervening night of
Monday and Tuesday.

“We hope fresh supply from
the Centre would reach Kerala to-

day (Tuesday) or tomorrow
(Wednesday)to meet the require-
ments in the coming days. Kerala
had last week demanded 50 lakh
doses,” sources said.

The growing demand and
dwindling delivery is evident
from figures. On April 15, the
state had achieved 60 percent of
its daily vaccination target
through 1,378 vaccination cen-
tres, including 1,038 govern-
ment-run facilities. On April 19,
the state could achieve only 40
per cent of the daily target
through 804 centres, including
639 in the government sector.

On April 19, the state had ad-
ministered 1.51 lakh doses, taking
the total doses of vaccine given in
Kerala to 60,19,866.

Sources said the shrinking vac-
cine stock and growing panic
were adding to the present crisis.

“Till last week, many vaccination
centres had to wait until even 10
people turned up at the facility to
openavaccine vial. In mega vacci-
nation camps, we had to wait for
people. In such camps held early
this month, we could not achieve
even half of the daily target. But
the situation has changed with
cases suddenly going up in the last
one week. There were media re-
ports about a vaccination short-
age thatalso made people flock to
vaccination centres inlarge num-
bers,” said Health Department of-
ficials.

In some districts, the admin-
istration on Tuesday re-intro-
duced mandatory prior registra-
tion for vaccination to control the
crowd and considering the short-
age in vaccine supply and stock.

On Tuesday, Kerala reported
19,577 cases from 1,12,221 sam-

ples tested in the last 24 hours,
taking the daily test positivity rate
to 17.45 per cent.In some districts
and local bodies, where infection
is widespread, the test positivity
rate has gone beyond 20 per cent.

As part of a fresh set of curbs,
the government is introducing
night curfew from 9 pmto 5 pm
from Tuesday night.

Meanwhile, an expert com-
mittee appointed by the Kerala
government has projected that
the state would require 103.51
metric tons of medical oxygen by
April 30.

“The daily production capac-
ity of four plants in Kerala is 199
metric tons and they have a stor-
age capacity of 1,325 MT of liquid
oxygen,” said Dr R Venugopal,
Deputy Chief Controller of
Explosives at the Petroleum and
Explosives Safety Organisation.

UP, Assam govts announce free
vaccination to all aged above 18

utilised for procurement of the
vaccines, Sarma said. “Today itself,
we've placed orders for 1 crdoses
with Bharat Biotech.”

Sarma posted a letter written
on Tuesday to Bharat Biotech by
Samir Sinha, Principal Secretary,
Health and Family Welfare
Department, Government of
Assam. Sinha wrote that the
Assam government plans that a
“maximum number of eligible
people in the below 45 years age
category in the state are able to get
the benefits of vaccination in the
shortest possible time”.

Theletter said the government
of Assam proposes to procure one
crore doses of Covaxin at the rate
to be fixed by the Government of
India. “For this purpose, the terms
and conditions of delivery and
payment along with schedule of
supplies may please be intimated
at the earliest,” the letter said.

While Uttar Pradesh, whichis
currently the second worst-af-
fected state currently, recorded
29,754 covid positive cases in the
past 24 hours, Assam recorded
1,651 fresh cases.
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STATES REPORTING MOST CASES

STATE NEW ACTIVE WEEKLY TOTAL
CASES ~ CASES  POSITIVITY  VACCINATION
B Maharashtra 62,097 6,83,856 24.76% 1,26,50,266
W Uttar Prades o574 2235 A44%  1,09,09,765
mDelhi 28395 85575  2747% 2,6821,655
‘mKarnataka 21,794 159,177 12.29% 7543325
m Kerala 19,577 118949 15.81%  60,26,805

STATES REPORTING MOST DEATHS

STATE TODAY’S TOTAL WEEKLY OVERALL
DEATHS DEATHS CFR CFR
W Maharashtra 537 63,039 0.87% 2.02%
M Delhi 277 12,638 4.92% 1.84%
m Chhattisgarh 191 6,274 2.61% 1.62%
m Uttar Pradesh 162 10,159 3.55% 1.59%
m Karnataka 149 13,646 1.86% 1.33%

Note: Data as on Apr 20; vaccination numbers as of Apr 19. Deaths include those caused by comorbidities.

Bihar frontline staff crunch as
700 health workers, cops infected

SANTOSH SINGH
PATNA,APRIL 20

WITH BIHAR’S health infrastruc-
ture reeling under a rising num-
ber of Covid cases, its capacity to
treat patients has been further hit
as about 500 doctors, nurses, lab
technicians and other staff have
beeninfected by the coronavirus
over the last two weeks. Besides,
over 200 policemen have also
tested positive in the state.
Director of AIIMS, Patna, Dr
PK Singh on Monday informed
the High Court that 248 staffers
of the hospital are infected with
the virus. The court ordered that
a two-member team, including
the AIIMS director, be formed
and asked it to submita report on

the working conditions and
health status of doctors and other
staffers.

DrVinay Kumar, president of
Resident Doctors’ Association at
AIIMS, said, “Atleast 120 doctors
from our hospital have been in-
fected... We had already raised
the concern and demanded for
rotational quarantine of doctors
but nothing has been done.”

AIIMS, Patna, increased its
number of Covid beds from 130
to 210 till last week.

Nearly 70 staffers are also in-
fected at the Nalanda Medical
College and Hospital (NMCH),
the only dedicated Covid hospital
in the state capital. However, the
hospital has increased its bed ca-
pacity from 160 to 500 beds.

Patna Medical College and

Work on war footing to
provide oxygen, beds:
Rajnath to DPSUs, DRDO

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, APRIL20

DEFENCE MINISTER Rajnath
Singh on Tuesday asked the
armed forces and other defence
ministry officials to work closely
in assisting the state govern-
ments in the fight against the
pandemic and gave emergency
powers of procurement to meet
critical needs. He urged defence
public sector undertakings,
DRDO and Ordnance Factory
Board to work on a war footing
to provide oxygen cylinders and
extra beds to state governments
at the earliest.

In a statement on Tuesday,
the Defence Ministry said that
besides the recently-launched
DRDO facility in Delhi, similar

Rajnath Singh chaired a
review meet. PT]

initiatives will be ready within 8
to 10 days in Lucknow, Varanasi,
Patna and Ahmedabad.

The ministry said that Singh
held a virtual meeting to “review
the preparedness of Ministry of
Defence and Armed Forces to
deal with the recent spike in
Covid-19 cases”.

Free lunch, sanitisers, vegetables: Telangana, Andhra
rice mill owners try to hold back their migrant workers

SREENIVAS JANYALA
HYDERABAD, APRIL 20

APPREHENDING A repeat of last
year, when thousands of migrant
workers left for their home
states leading to labour shortage,
rice mill owners in Telangana
and Andhra Pradesh have
started taking all possible meas-
ures to dissuade their workers
from leaving this time amid fears
of another lockdown due to the
mounting Covid cases.

While the mill owners in
Telangana are offering free lunch
and separate shed for accommo-
dation as well as face masks and
sanitisers, those in Andhra have
started providing free rice and
vegetables apart from accom-
modation with fans and air-cool-
ers to their workers.

More than 1.5 lakh migrant
workers from Bihar, Jharkhand
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and West Bengal among other
states are engaged in the 2,200-
odd rice mills of Telangana,
where their work primarily in-
volves loading and unloading
rice bags. During the pandemic
last year, thousands of workers
left for their home states, affect-
ing work at the rice mills.

“To get them back last year,
we paid for their train fares
among other things. We don’t
want them to go away again
now, but they are worried that
there might be another lock-
down and they would be
stranded here,” said Manchu
Venkateshwarlu, a rice mill
owner of Miryalaguda, and for-
mer president of Miryalaguda
Rice Millers Association. “ have
assured them that they will be
taken care of well in case such a
situation arises.”

“To remain safe from Covid-
19, I have asked them not to ven-

Migrants at a railway station to board trains for their homes,
fearing another lockdown, in Hyderabad last week. P11

ture out of the mill compound.
We are providing free lunch at
the mill so that they do not go
outinthe afternoon and we have
set up additional sheds for their
accommodation. We have also
provided sanitisers and masks.

In the coming days, if necessary
we will provide dry rations too,”
he said.

President of Telangana Rice
Millers Association, Gampa
Nagender, said, “As the Covid-19
situation worsens, they are wor-

ried if they would be able to go
back to their families, and their
discussions are all about
Maharashtra and night curfews.”
The Telangana government
has imposed 9 pm to 5 am night
curfew from April 20 to May 1.
This has added to the anxiety
among the migrant workers,
who believe this could be a prel-
ude to total lockdown. Telangana
Chief Secretary Somesh Kumar,
however, has assured there won't
be a total lockdown and appealed
to the workers not to panic.
Nagendar said the workers
have been assured of food and
accommodation even if the mill
is temporarily closed. “Also, we
are getting RT-PCR tests done if
anyone has symptoms. If some-
one tests positive we get them
treated,” he said. “But if one
batch from any rice mill decides
to go back, all of them will follow
and we won't be able to stop

them. Our efforts are to prevent
panic among the workers.”

In neighbouring Andhra
Pradesh, which has around
3,000rice mills, owners are pro-
viding free rice and vegetables to
their workers.

G Venkateshwar Rao, presi-
dent of Andhra Pradesh Rice
Millers Association, said, “We
have told our members to make
the workers’ stay as comfortable
as possible. The workers have
also realised that they will be
safe if they stay put at the mills
instead of travelling at this time.”

“Most of the rice millers have
started providing free rice and
vegetables. Sheds and quarters
are being provided with fans or
air-coolers,” Rao said.

Last May, governments of
Telangana and Andhra Pradesh
arranged several trains to bring
back workers from Bihar and

Jharkhand.
- N

Hospital (PMCH), another pre-
mier hospital treating Covid pa-
tients, also has about 130 staffers
suffering from Covid.

Bihar has nearly 50,000 active
Covid cases and recorded about
150 deaths over the last 15 days.
The state has been testing over 1
lakh samples daily.

Amid complaints of oxygen
shortage, Health Minister
Mangal Pandey said, “We have
received a fresh stock of oxygen
cylinders to replenish the stock
of hospitals.”

Former Deputy CM and Rajya
Sabha MP Sushil Kumar Modi
said he had also spoken to Union
Minister of State for Chemicals
and Fertilisers Mansukh
Mandaviya to replenish the stock
of Remdesivir at Bihar’s hospitals.

Centre asks
UTs to increase
testing, curbs

EXPRESSNEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,APRIL20

THE CENTRE on Tuesday asked
Union Territories to ramp up RT-
PCR testing and hospital infra-
structure, notify islands as large
Containment Zones, strictly en-
force Covid-appropriate behav-
iour, and restrict public move-
mentin light of the rising cases in
these regions.

Union Home Secretary Ajay
Bhalla, along with Union Health
Secretary Rajesh Bhushan, held a
meeting with administrations of
several UTs to review the Covid sit-
uation.

“After a detailed discussion of
various issues of Covid manage-
ment, the Union Home Secretary
urged constant vigilance regard-
ing the evolving situation in the
UTs. Strict enforcement of Covid
appropriate behaviour was
stressed along with stricter en-
forcement of movement restric-
tions and prohibition of large gath-
erings, regulated timings for
markets etc. He advised UTs toin-
crease RT-PCR testing, along with
use of RAT for screeningin clusters.
Urgentreview of clinical manage-
mentwas strongly recommended
along with ramping up testingand
hospital infrastructure,” a state-
ment from the Ministry of Home
Affairs (MHA) said.

Dr VK Paul, Member (Health)
NITI Aayog, who was also part of
the virtual meeting, expressed
concern over the “worrying sce-
nario” in UTs. According to MHA,
Paul underlined the criticality of
next three weeks for Covid re-
sponse measures.

“The UT administrators were
advised to plan in advance for
three weeks. A survey to promptly
identify Covid positive people
should be taken up, he stated. He
stressed on planning the minut-
est details. For UT of Ladakh, he
recommended regulation of in-
coming labourers and supervised
containment. Islands canbe made
large containment zones, he sug-
gested,” the MHA statement said.
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WISHES FROM ABROAD

FORMER PRIME Minister Manmohan Singh, who has been
diagnosed with Covid-19, is getting wishes from overseas.
While Sri Lankan Prime Minister Mahinda Rajapaksa —who
had interacted with Singh as Lankan President — wished him
quick recovery, Pakistan Prime Minister Imran Khan wished
him the same Tuesday evening. “Wishing ex Indian PM
Manmohan Singh a speedy recovery from Covid 19,” Khan
tweeted. Singh is widely regarded in Pakistan for making ef-
forts towards normalising the relationship, and yet drawing
the red lines without jingoism.

and are now recovering.

PoINT, COUNTERPOINTS

THIS WEEK the Trinamool Congress demanded that the
Election Commission club the remaining election phases into
one. This triggered speculation over whether the poll body
will tweak the poll dates. However, the Commission till date
has denied giving this idea any thought. Apparently, this is for
two reasons. First, the EC has already notified all phases of
elections in West Bengal. Any clubbing of remaining phases
would mean that the existing notifications would have to be
scrapped and a fresh one has to be issued. This means nomi-
nations may have to be filed afresh. Second, the EC officials
have argued that the caseload in West Bengal is not as alarm-
ing as, say, Maharashtra and Delhi and with adequate precau-
tions campaigning is possible.

VIRUS BLOW

BUREAUCRACY IN the national capital has taken a hit during
the second wave of the pandemic. Several senior civil service
officers across ministries have tested positive for the virus this
month. Tribal Affairs Secretary Anil Kumar Jha, Social Justice
and Empowerment Secretary R Subrahmanyam, Joint
Secretary Vikram Sahay, who is currently posted in the
Information and Broadcasting Ministry,and Chandra Bhushan
Kumar, who is serving as Deputy Election Commissioner at
the Election Commission, among others, have been infected

ICSE cancels
Class X Boards,
withdraws option
for students to
appear later

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, APRIL 20

THE ICSE Class X Board exams
have been cancelled due to the
"worsening situation of the
Covid-19 pandemic”, thew
Board announced on Tuesday.

The Board had earlier given
students the option of sitting for
the exam at a later date, and
those who chose not to appear
for the papers would have been
evaluated on a “fair and unbi-
ased” criterion, the Board had
said on Friday. That decision now
stands withdrawn.

The CBSE has already can-
celled Class X Boards, and its
Class XII exams stand post-
poned.

"Given the present worsen-
ing  situation of the
pandemic...CISCE has decided to
cancel the ICSE (class X) 2021 ex-
amination,” the Board stated in
a notification.

“The  options  given
earlier..now stand withdrawn.
The safety and well-being of our
students and teaching faculty is
our topmost priority and of para-
mount interest,” the statement
added.

It said all CISCE-affiliated
schools with ISC section “are
hereby advised to begin the ad-
mission process for class XI, if
not already started. In addition,
schools should prepare a sched-
ule to begin online classes for
class XI at the earliest. The syl-
labus to be followed is ISC 2023
syllabus.”

It also stated that Class XII
Boards, earlier scheduled from
May 4, will be held at a later
date.

The notification said a fair
and unbiased criterion to de-
clare Class X results will be an-
nounced later, along with the
date of result declaration.

"We are committed to devise
a fair and unbiased criterion for
declaring class 10 results. The
criterion as well as the date of
declaration fo results will be an-
nounced later,"said Arathoon,
Secretary and Chief Executive of
the CISCE.

WITHPTIINPUTS

CCMB scientists

to culture Covid

variants to check
if antibodies can

neutralise virus

ANURADHA
MASCARENAS
PUNE, APRIL 20

SCIENTISTS AT Centre for
Cellular and Molecular Biology
(CCMB), at the forefront of se-
quencing the SARS-CoV-2
genome, will culture the double
mutant strain B.1.617 and other
variants of concern and check if
antibodies of vaccinated or re-
covered persons can neutralise
the virus. “It will take at least 10
days for the process,” Dr Rakesh
Mishra, director of CCMB, said.

Dr Mishra said this was not a
population study, so if some-
one’s antibodies were putin cell
culture and the virus was unable
to infect it, it would mean the
vaccine had worked. This exer-
cise is particularly significant as
India opens vaccination to all
aged 18 and above from May 1.

Dr Mishra said whichever
variant was there in any state,
the spread depended on lack of
Covid-appropriate behaviour.
But if there were multiple vari-
ants in alocation, the one which
spread more would become
more dominant and, so among
existing variants in Maharashtra,
the double mutation — E484Q
and [452R — was more efficient,
he said.

Dr Mishra also said it could
not, however, jump suddenly or
latch onto any person and the
only way it spread was due to
lack of Covid-appropriate behav-
iour. Punjab and Delhi have a fair
share of the UK variant while the
double mutant is more efficient
inMaharashtraand s being seen
in Telangana and Andhra
Pradesh as well.

"We are monitoring how
much this variant is spreading
and are in the process of collect-
ing 5 per cent samples from each
state to see which is doing worse
or better in any of these places.
It may or may not be dangerous,
butifitis spreading fast then that
itself is a bad sign; so it needs to
be urgently contained as we do
not want a dangerous version of
the virus,” he said.

FULLREPORT ON
www.indianexpress.com
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SC timeline for judges’ appointments a
shift from Memorandum of Procedure

APURVAVISHWANATH
NEW DELHI, APRIL 20

INSETTING afixed timeline for the
government for the process of ap-
pointment of judges, the Supreme
Court, inits ruling on Tuesday, has
altered the Memorandum of
Procedure (MoP) through a judi-
cial order. It said the government
must act on names recom-
mended for appointment within
four months. The MoP does not
prescribe a timeline for the Centre
to forward the recommendations.

“This is another area of some

Maharashtra to
immunise 8.5 cr
people, needs
17 cr doses

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
MUMBAI, APRIL 20

WITH 67 PER CENT of its popula-
tion aged over 18 years,
Maharashtra has a target to im-
munise 8.5 crore people in the
third phase of the vaccination
drive, beginning May 1, and re-
quires 17 crore doses.

Also, the involvement of the
private sector is set to increase
with the state government plan-
ning to allow camps in corporate
offices to vaccinate their staffers.

On Tuesday, the state Cabinet
decided to request the Union gov-
ernment to allow Maharashtra
import Covid-19 vaccines avail-
able in the international market.

With a population of around
12.8 crore, Maharashtra has till
Tuesday vaccinated 14.09 lakh
people with both doses and 1.12
crore with the first dose. This
means, till now, only 1.6 per cent of
the targeted adult population has
been fullyimmunised, and 13 per
cent has received the first dose. It
leaves over 8 crore people to get
either second or both doses.

Atthe current rate of vaccinat-
ing 3 lakh to 3.5 lakh people per
day, the state will need eight to
nine months to cover its entire
adult population.

“We will begin talks with SII
and Bharat Biotech to understand
the rates fixed. Till now, thereisno
communication from the govern-
ment regarding price capping,” a
government official said.

NCP minister Jitendra Awhad
said that given the limited vaccine
production, the state would ask
the Centre for permission to im-
port  vaccines.  Haffkine
Biopharma, which had received
approval to make Covaxin, will
only be able to deliver the first
batch of doses by early 2022.

concern as there have been many
cases which have remained pend-
ing for long periods of time —
though in view of certain queries
posed in these judicial proceed-
ings, the situation has now im-
proved. We may only say that in
normal circumstances, the total
time period before names are for-
warded to the Supreme Court
Collegium should not exceed four
months after recommendations
are made by the Collegium of
High Court,” said the Bench com-
prising CJI S A Bobde and Justices
S KKaul and Surya Kant.

The MoP, the playbook agreed

upon by the government and the
judiciary on appointment of
judges, is a crucial document, as
the Collegium system of appoint-
ing judges is a judicial innovation
thatis not mandated through leg-
islation or text of the Constitution.

The MoP has evolved as the
standard based on three SC deci-
sions — the First Judges Case
(1981),Second Judges Case(1993)
and the Third Judges Case (1998)
form the basis of a peer selection
process for appointment of
judges.However, in 2016, the MoP
was re-negotiated, following the
Supreme Court’s decision to strike

down constitutional amendment
that brought in the National
Judicial Appointments Commi-
ssion that sought to change the
system of appointments and give
the government a foot in the door.

However, a judicial order up-
ends the negotiations as an order
of the SC is the law of the land
binding the government. Last
week, during another hearing on
appointment of judges, Attorney
General KK Venugopal told the
court that the MoP will be fol-
lowed for appointment process
but that it does not fix a timeline
for the Prime Minister or the

President, adding that they will
actwithina “reasonable period”.
As per MoP, the HC
Collegium headed by the Chief
Justice of the HC initiates the
process of appointment of other
judges. Once the recommenda-
tionis made, the opinion of state
governments and the input from
the Intelligence Bureau are
sought. The recommendations
are then processed by the Centre
in all manners, before they are
sent to the Supreme Court
Collegium.
FULLREPORTON
www.indianexpress.com

SEALING OF DISTRICT BORDERS BEING CONSIDERED

Ministers seek full lockdown,

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
MUMBAI, APRIL 20

WITH THE existing restrictions
not getting the desired results on
breaking the chain of Covid-19,
Maharashtrais setto goforacom-
plete lockdown from Wednesday
evening. Chief Minister Uddhav
Thackeray is expected to make the
announcement on Wednesday.

The ministers have demanded
that 15 days of a full lockdown
should be imposed.

Thackeray chaired a state cab-
inet meeting on Tuesday, during
which there was a review of the
Covid situation and the impact of
the existing restrictions.

“All the ministers have re-
quested the CM to announce a
complete lockdown in the state
from 8 pm tomorrow. The cabinet
has taken a decision about the
complete lockdown. The CM will
make afinal announcement,” said
Health Minister Rajesh Tope,
adding that the guidelines are be-
ing chalked out.

Sources said that the govern-
ment is likely to impose curbs on
public transport, whichmaybe al-
lowed to use only for health and
emergency purposes. Other
things under consideration are
sealing the district borders and re-
ducing staff attendance of govern-
ment offices, said an official.

Earlier, the governmentissued
a new order restricting the tim-
ings of essential shops such as gro-
cery, vegetable, dairies, bakeries
and all types of food shops to four
hours, from 7 am to 11 am, across
the state with immediate effect.
However, the government hasal-
lowed home delivery from these
shops between 7 am to 8 pm.

Gujarat to HC: Covid
situation grim, daily
oxygen need 1,050 MT

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
AHMEDABAD, APRIL 20

THE GUJARAT government hasin-
formed the high court that the
Covid-19situationin the state was
“undeniably grim” and the de-
mand for medical oxygen stood at
1,050 MT as of Monday morning.
The oxygen demand was approx-
imately 980 MT, as of April 16.

Government pleader Manisha
Shah, however, assured the court,
hearing a suo motu PIL on the
pandemic, that the “state had suf-
ficient oxygen”. The state’s pro-
ductionis 1,100 MT per day.

A division bench headed by
Chief justice Vikram Nath directed
the state government to incorpo-
rate in its affidavit a status report
on the detailed break-up of test-
ing requests and number of tests
being conducted, by the next
hearing on April 27.

The chief justice also high-
lighted that “RT-PCR tests are also
not giving correct or accurate re-
port of the infection and ulti-
mately a CT scan report verifies
that a patient is Covid- positive or
not... still, RT-PCR is better than
antigen tests”.

The state counsel clarified that
for admission of a patient, the
state is relying on symptoms and
not necessarily a diagnostic test
and “no patient is being turned
away” on the basis of absence of
test reports.

In an affidavit on April 19,

REMDESIVIRROW: HC
NOTICETOBJP LEADER

Ahmedabad: A division
bench of the Gujarat High
Court on Tuesday issued no-
tice to state BJP president and
Navsari MP C R Paatil, party
Harsh Sanghvi and govern-
ment officials while hearing
a PIL moved by Amreli
Congress MLA Paresh
Dhanani over the “illegal and
unauthorised distribution of
Remdesivir injection” from
the BJP’s office in Surat ear-
lier this month. ENS

Principal Health Secretary Jayanti
Ravi had submitted that of the
nearly 24.70 lakh samples tested
between April 1 and 18, about 39
per cent (9.70 lakh) were RT-PCR.

The Indian  Medical
Association(IMA) that joined in
the HC hearing through its
Gujarat chapter president Dr
Devendra Patel and secretary Dr
Kamlesh Saini submitted that
“more and more RT-PCR tests
should be done” and testing facil-
ities should be available at all
taluka-level.

It also suggested that “actual
and real figures of deaths of Covid-
19with comorbidities” should be
put forth publicly. It also suggested
that the government impose a
complete lockdown for 14 days
and if it was not possible, imple-
ment “severe restrictions”.
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IN OTHER STATES: Migrants coming from New Delhi rush to catch a bus to their hometowns
from the UPSRTC bus stand in Lucknow on Tuesday. Express

Hereisalookat the curbsin other
states:

UTTAR PRADESH: Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath on
Tuesday announced a weekend
curfew indistricts with over 2,000
active Covid cases. The nearly 60-
hour-long weekend curfew will
be in place from Friday 8 pm to
Monday 7 am. At least 26 of the
75 districts in the state have over
2,000 active cases.

JHARKHAND: The state govern-
ment announced a week-long
lockdown starting April 22 with
certain relaxations. The decision
was taken after a high level meet-
ing convened in Chief Minister
Hemant Soren's residence to re-
view the surge in Covid-19 cases
and deaths. During thelockdown
only essential services will be al-
lowed to operate.

Maharashtra FDA
Commissioner
transferred amid
Remdesivir
procurement row

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
MUMBAI, APRIL 20

AMID THE controversy over pro-
curement of Remdesivir from a
Daman-based company, the
Maharashtra government on
Tuesday shunted out Food and
Drugs Administration (FDA)
Commissioner Abhimanyu Kale,
who signed off on the April 17 per-
mission to the company to supply
the drug in Maharashtra. Parimal
Singh, a 2004-batch officer, will
replace him.

Sources said the action against
Kale came hours after the matter
wasdiscussed in the state cabinet.
Some ministers raised the issue
and the delay in action against a
BJP leader who allegedly distrib-
uted the Remdesivir in
Nandurbar, sources said.

Since Saturday, the ruling MVA
and BJP have been engaged in a
war of words over the procure-
ment of Remdesivir, with the gov-
ernment alleging that the Centre
has pressured the manufacturers
to not supply it to Maharashtra.

On Saturday, Mumbai Police
had summoned a director of
Bruck Pharma, a Daman-based
pharmaceutical company that
manufactures Remdesivir, for
questioning. Former CM
Devendra Fadnavis and BJPleader,
Praveen Darekar had rushed to
the police station and asked the
police why they had called him for
questioning.

MIZORAM: The government has
imposed “restrictions” in Aizawl
and ten other district headquar-
ters for seven days till April 26.
During the period, no resident is
allowed to step out of their
homes.

ASSAM: All establishments, in-
cluding markets, shops and
restaurants, will be closed by 6pm
in Assam, the state government
said implementing a slew of re-
strictive measures. The order said
thateventsinopenspaces willbe
allowed with the permission of
the District Authority subject to
strict adherence to Covid-appro-
priate behavior at 50 percent of
venue’s capacity or 400 persons,
whichever is lower.

KKARNATAKA: The government
said it will soon be announcing a

set of strict guidelines, aimed at
controlling the spread of COVID-
19 in the state, amid speculation
thatit may goin forlockdown like
restrictions in Bengaluru and a
few other places.

UTTARAKHAND: All shops,
shopping malls except those of-
fering essential services in urban
areas will close at 2pm, accord-
ing to a state government order.
All educational institutions,
gyms, spas will remain closed. A
curfew will be imposed in the
state on Sundays, according to
the government.

JAMMU & KASHMIR: The UT
administration extended the
night curfew to all urban areas
across J&K.

ENSANDPTI

HC pulls up Centre
on ‘criminal wastage’
of Covid-19 vaccines

Seeks ban on industrial use of oxygen

SOFIAHSAN
NEW DELHI, APRIL 20

THE DELHIHigh Court on Tuesday
pulled up the Centre for “criminal
wastage” of vaccines, and said
“whomsoever you canvaccinate”
should be vaccinated, regardless
of age, toensure “all doses are fully
utilised”.

The Division Bench of Justices
Vipin Sanghi and Rekha Pall also
said that the ban onindustrial use
of oxygen should be implemented
immediately, instead of waiting
till April 22, as “economicinterest
cannot override humanlives”.On
reports of unfair distribution of
Remdesivir to states, it asked the
Centre to review the process on
the basis of need.

Referring to media reports on
vaccine wastage, the HC said it
was caused by “bad planning” and
the “restrictions with regard to age
or categories of people who are
entitled to take the vaccine”.

“You (Centre) should be able
to evolve a better, more efficient
system. We are a country which
produces the best IT minds. We
cannot make an app to deal with
this situation? We are wasting 44
lakh vaccines out of 10 crore we
have given to states. This is only
bad planning. What else is it?
Why should you not have this cov-
ered? You should have known
that there would be a situation

that people may not turn up, be-
causeifa person turns up and you
have to open a new vial, you will
not tell him to come tomorrow...
You have to foresee this situation.
Thisis notrocket science,” said the
court.

The court was hearing a case
related to the Covid-19 situation
in Delhi. “Once a vial is opened, it
has to be either fully consumed or
the remainder goes waste. It
should be possible for govern-
ments to devise ways and means
so as to register volunteers who
may be below the age of 45 and
above the age of 18 years, who
could be called to take the vaccine
in case there are doses left
unutilised after say 5 pmon each
day. That would ensure all the
doses are fully utilised,” it said.

“Doctors and experts have
been saying vaccinate yesterday;
not today, not tomorrow...
Whomsoever you can vaccinate,
please vaccinate... All need vacci-
nation...” said the court.

It said the government should
make necessary modifications to
the CoWIN appin thisregard,and
observed that flexibility in vacci-
nation eligibility was available in
other countries like the US. “In our
view, the wastage of evenassingle
vaccine, when the same is prov-
ing to be life-saving, is a criminal
waste,” it said.

FULLREPORTON
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SC paves way
for appointing
ad-hoc judges
in HCs to clear
case backlog

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, APRIL 20

THE SUPREME Court on Tuesday
cleared the way for appointment
of retired judges as ad-hocjudges
inHigh Courts under Article 224A
of the Constitution to deal with
mounting backlog of cases.

A bench headed by Chief
Justice of India S A Bobde said, “We
have taken the first step with the
hope and aspiration that all con-
cerned would cooperate and re-
tiring/retired judges would come
forthand offer their servicesin the
larger interest of the judiciary.”

Deciding a plea by NGO Lok
Prahari seeking appointment of
ad-hoc judges to clear the case
backlog, the court said, “itis trite to
say that we have a docket explo-
sion in our country and that it is
difficult for adjudication to take
place within a reasonable period
of time. This crisis situation must
be tackled. Some innovationis al-
ways the rule of the game. In the
present context, maybe a slightly
different view has to be taken in
respect of the avowed purpose of
Article 224A providing for ad-hoc
judges. We say so as we are faced
with the ground reality of almost
40% vacancies remaining in the
regular appointments [both per-
manent and additional judges]
over thelast two years...Anumber
of vacancies arising every year are
barely filled in by fresh appoint-
ments. Thus, it remains an unful-
filled challenge to bring the ap-
pointment process to such
numbers as would be able to cover
the vacancies existing and arising.”

The court ruled that the Chief
Justice of a High Court may initi-
ate the process of recommending
a name if the number of judges’
vacanciesis more than 20 per cent
of the sanctioned strength, cases
ina particular category are pend-
ing for over five years, more than
10 per cent of pending cases are
over five years old, or percentage
of therate of disposalis lower than
the institution of the cases either
in a particular subject matter or
generally in the court.

The ChiefJustice, it said, should
prepare a panel of judges after
personal interaction with the con-
cerned judge to take their consent.

The court said the appoint-
ments can follow the procedure
laid down in the Memorandum of
Procedure for appointment of
judges. Since the nominees have
beenjudges before, the need tore-
fer the matter to the IB or other
agencies would not arise, short-
ening the time period, it said.

On the timeline for appoint-
ment, the court said “a period of
about three months should be
sufficient to process arecommen-
dation and, thus, ideally a Chief
Justice should start the process
three months in advance”.

Their tenure may vary on the
basis of the need but “generally...
should be...between two and
three years”.

FULLREPORTON
www.indianexpress.com

Rahul Gandhi
Covid-positive

New Delhi: Congress leader
Rahul Gandhi on Tuesday said he
has tested positive for Covid-19
and has mild symptoms. “After
experiencing mild symptoms,
I've just tested positive for
Covid,” he posted on Twitter.

“All those who've been in
contact with me recently, please
follow all safety protocols and
stay safe,” he wrote.

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and senior Congress lead-
ers wished him a speedy
recovery. PTI

Nepal ex-king,
queen positive

Kathmandu: Nepal's former King
Gyanendra Shah and former
Queen Komal Shah have tested
positive for Covid-19 on their re-
turn from India after participat-
ing in the Maha Kumbh at
Haridwar, according to a media
report on Tuesday.

Their samples for the PCR test
were confirmed positiv, The
Himalayan Times reported.
According to the report, hun-
dreds of people had gathered at
the airport in Kathmandu to
welcome the duo during their
arrival back home. PTI



“Gujarat Council of School Education, _
Samagra Shiksha, State Project Office,
Sector-17, Gandhinagar - 382010

MU

Invites

INF/86/21-22

rough e-tendering route for implementaton of Gyankun
in 15,000 classrooms of Government Elementary & Secondary Schools
within the State of Gujarat including Supply of Hardware, Operating
Software and Maintenance of the Systems on behalf of Gujarat Council of
School Education (GCSE), Education Department, Government of Guijarat
(Bid No. GEM/2021/B/1162215 dated 15.04.2021).

Interested parties may visit http://www.gil.gujarat.gov.in or
https://gem.gov.in/ for eligibility criteria & more defails about the bids.

e @ aiEesR

o ey =hiamr
= ul ol
\I \/ \ R11)

EXPRESS NETWORK

WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM
THEINDIAN EXPRESS, WEDNESDAY, APRIL 21,2021

Dehradun: Chief of Defence Staff General Bipin Rawat
Tuesday said that migration from international borders
was not good for national security and development ac-
tivities need to be increased in border areas for reverse mi-

ject of “Role of Uttarakhand in Tackling National Security
Challenges”, General Rawat said that road, health and ed-
ucation facilities will have to be enhanced in border areas
for reverse migration.

Uttarakhand shares a 350-km border with Chinaanda

Development activities will have to be enhanced in border areas for reverse migration: CDS

275-km boundary with Nepal. The CDS said there is a
favourable atmosphere in the state for tourism and indus-
trial activities. DGP Ashok Kumar assured General Rawat of

cooperation onreverse migration, international border se-

ENS

State Project Director
Samagra Shiksha, Gujarat

gration. Addressing Uttarakhand police officers on the sub-

curity and other issues.
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Kerala HC
dismisses
ex-minister
Jaleel’s plea

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
KOCHI, APRIL 20

IN A setback to former state
Higher Education Minister K
T Jaleel, the Kerala High court
on Tuesday dismissed a peti-
tion filed by him seeking to
stay the Lokayukta findings
that he had ‘abused’ his posi-
tion as a public servant to ob-
tain a favour for a relative.

Adivision bench of Justices
P B Suresh Kumar and K Babu
dismissed in limine the plea,
observing that there were no
procedural lapses from the
Lokayukta as alleged by the
petitioner.

It said the Lokayukta re-
port was furnished after ex-
amining all the files and doc-
uments in connection with
the appointment of his kin as
general manager in a state fi-
nancial institution.

Jaleel had resigned as the
minister from the LDF govern-
ment on April 13 after the
Lokayukta held that he vio-
lated oath of office by ap-
pointing his relative to the
post of general manager of
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KATHAL ool .. ’ Samastipur Jn, Haiaghat & Lahena Sarai station.
FRIGATIONG WATER | REMOVAL FOBSTRUCTION, SUEH, GAREBACE AHD \EGETATICN ETC FROM 20.04.2001 ACCOMMODATION: AC 3 Tier, Sleeper & Second Seating b t l
9 | RESCURCESDERRTMENT | INTERNAL SECTICN OF SABUATI RIVER A0 AKSHI NWOL INDIFFERENT | 0010 | 43,66 LACS htps: fdmdershrynen | sencarzatinkir @gmaicom (Reserved), I'CJCCLS pIca
G A, K LRUKSHET R FEACHES, .
KENRER FRCMDING FLNGT ICNAL HOUSEHOLD TAP CENNECT ION (PHAEE- T) ; 04486 Anand Vihar T. - Sitamarhi Jn. Summer Spl. Exp. di 1
1 PLELICHEA TH LNDER? 1A FEVERN MISEICH BN VILLAGE KINNERDISTT. HISER + 7 NOG 8421 0,37 LACS httpes: fle enders heynic.n DI3-25145 - - PR tO Sqll
EMGIMEERIMG , HAE OTHER WORKS 73.04.2021 edhans figmail cm Train No. 04486
FRIGATION & WATER STATIONS l ARR DEP.
11 | rescurres permemveny | FEPAIR OF FARAFET WAL FROMARD 5 5TO 5225 KM CF PRUCKHARA. | (LOSING DATE 73.94 LACS N i mdarsrynic 01729727 - : S
MR AVBALA. MINOR + B OTHER WIORKS 27 04,2021 & = senylambala Bgman com ANAND VIHAR T. 23:00
GIRICNE W g?gﬂ%ﬁ&%ﬁ%mﬁ%ﬁ gnﬁmgmr& 70.04.2021 1744 239164 AUEANATH Da: 10 — Pangji: The Goa Assembly
12 | RESOURCES CERRTMENT 04,2 .57 LAG hitps: {fet ender . hry nic.n DAYS OF RUN: 04486 Ex Anand Vihar T. on 22.04.2021 Speaker on Tuesday dismissed
HARYANA, KLRLKSHETRA LAD CFVILLAE BARTHA, KHWAAA-EMDPLE, SIDHRUR AND 29.04.2021 xemaednnbkra Bgmail.com U X Anan ar 1.on 2z .uUs. S peax Luesday dismmis
AUANTHALL ETC INW.S. MECH. KLRLKSHETRA STOPPAGE: Pilkhua, Hapur, Amroha, Moradabad, Bareilly, the disqualification petitions
FRIGATICN & WATER Shahjehanpur, Hardei, Alamnagar, Lucknow, Barabanki Jn filed against 12 MLAs - 10
FREFARAT 10N CF DRAWING , DESIGN & ESTIMATE R FE-(DNSTRUCTICN | (LOSING DATE : g 9896410404 ey vl X s ) !
il eyl CF R BRIDGE AT FD 7609, KAHANALR SLE BRANCH 27 14,2021 i e wermednn k@ gmad com Rudauh, Faizabad .n, Ayodhya, (Goshaingan), AKDarpL, Shahgan) from the Congress and two
M nJl"I., JELI-HF'UF JI‘1, "u"-'ﬂl‘al"bEEI 1J|'|I UEI‘EHEISI E“ll}", .ﬁ.unnhar JI‘], Ghazipu:' from the Maharashtrawadl
" Fﬁﬁﬁﬂﬁ% COMSTRUCTION OF 70 NS OF PIEZCVE TERS WITH PLATFCRM AND OTHER | 20.04.2021 8D S i 0172-250080 City, Yusufpur, Ballia, Suraimanpur, Chhapra, Dighwara, Hajipur Jn GomantakParty (MGP)—who
YA PANEKLA | GV WORKS N HARYANALNDER N-P FOR GROLNDWATER MO TCRING 05.05.2021 4.5 LACS L wen nhp Bgmail comn & Muzaffarpur Jn station. defected to the BJPin 2019
15 | RESOURCES DEPERTMENT (OHSTRUCTION OF SOME SARESVAT T BARRAGE O SOMBRTVER AT =T hitps: jfet enders.hrynic.n xenjdr 1 @ gmail com . .
HARY A8 JAGHOHR VILLAGE KATHGAH N DISTT. YAMUNANAGAR 204221 Y- 04488 New Delhi - Gaya Summer S.F. Spl. Exp. | 1 Trip ;?211;; 313;?;11 aer;?iiga/faﬂeerlg
GOVT FOLYTECHMIC, . : : ; i :
13.04.2021 BMD 012925874 Train No. 04488
16 Etmnﬂqunﬂ CUTSOURTING MENFOWER FOR UNSKILLEDYSKILLED WRK 17852001 LS wsnigp bharu ac in P s STATIONS ‘ e = t:nontghri S Spet;g;)cllqerﬁlecdi ri153131,
2668/HRY FOR FURTHER INFORMATION KINDLY VISIT: www.haryanaeprocurement.gov.in or www.etenders.hry.nic.in NEW DELHI o 2315 gﬁoganlfar in (zlclf/c[)lc)'le)ri 20C119.
GAYA 14:25 — odankar and I eader
Ramkrishna alias Sudin
DAYS OF RUN: 04488 Ex New Delhi on 23.04.2021. | Dhavalikar had moved the
STOPPAGE: Aligarh Jn, Kanpur Central, Bharwarn, Prayagraj Su ST
\ ; preme Court seeking direc
Junction, Vindhyachal, Pt.Deen Dayal Upadhyaya Jn., Bhabua . .
} tions to the Speaker to decide
Foad, Kudra, Sasaram, Dehri On Sone, Anugraha N Road, the disqualification petition
Rafi ' tion, i
SR, NAME OF PN DTS | WEBSITE OF THE WA AE :‘?S“iggirﬁgﬁl :IGSIEeper & Second Seating (Reserved). pending for several months.
H BOARD/CORP. / AUTH NAME OF WORK NOTICE TENDER CLOSING DATE | (APPRO | oo\ on enen /aAUTH OFFICER /CONTACT “The biggest hurdle was to
. / o ) IN ! All norms of the State and Central Government >
(TIME) X.)1 DETAILS/EMAIL . : . . ; . get a decision from the
RUPEE regarding COVID-19 including Social distancing, Speaker This decision s not in
5 sanitization etc.., must be followed in the trains and at the p ’ ith h
THE AVEALA UG : 171-254061 Railway stations. All other precautions associated with consonance  with —the
24 04,2021 i 0171-2540614 C titut Wi t
05.05.2021 milkpiantEwizambala.com - = . . . .
LUNION LTD , - . . - - test this order. We will wait to
ANNUAL MAINTENANCE CONTRACT OF OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE OF COALMILL | ~ocncrare | aao | 9354516229 For any kind of information such as detailed Time-Table of see what happens in the
2 HPGCL REJECT HANDLING SYSTEM FOR UNIT-IAII AT RGTPP, KHEDAR, HISAR FOR TWO e 10 094 WAcs | itps://etenders.ey.nicin | xenbmd1.rgtpp@hpod.org. stations enroute etc., passengers are requested to Supreme Court on April 22,”
YEARS. e n contact RailMadad Helpline No. 139 or visit Indian Railways said lawver Abhiiit Gosaw'i
| 9021 | 11748 | P website https://enquiry.indianrail.gov.in or NTES A y J ;
3 MC ROHTAK PROVIDING AND LAYING WATER LINE KRISHAN PURIL WALA + 3 OTHER WORK 29,04, 2071 LACS | Www.etenders.hvy.nicin xenmcrohtak@gmail com paanquiry. HOV. PP- who argued on behalf of
PROVIDING 1 X 7.2 MVAR CAPACTTOR BANK ALONGWITH ALLIED EQUIPMENTS & RailMadad Visit RailMadad Website :- Chodankar, President of the
GTEEL STR AT 132 KV SUB-STATION MUDLANA, PROVIDING LIGHTING HE||J“I1E No . T x r Goa Pradesh Congress
; T ARRANGEMENTS ALONG WITH BOUNDARY WALL OF YARD AT 132 KV SUB-STATION 16.04.2021 742 R 01722583789 - | | www.railmadad.indianrailways.gov.in Committee. “We could not
SECTOR-3 ROHTAK AND AUGMENTATION OF 132 KV SUB-STATION BADLI FROM 22.04.2021 LACS - pro@hvpn.org.in ; h X nvthine el
2X20/25 MVA, 132/33 KV TO [1X40/50 + 1X20/25) MVA 13233 KV TJF (NIT NO. Download RailMadad app. frécl)\;iea ll))izcst:c? Sapg;kerg ei/\slg
(4/2021-22/XEN/ TS/RTK DATED.16.04.2021) , -
INVITING OFFER FOR THE RATES OF VARIOUS PESTICIDES, FERTILIZERS, m— 535 | H°RTHERH RAILWAY can either challenge this in
5 HLRDC LTD MICRONUTRIENTS, BIO-PESTICIDES, ORGANIC FERTILIZERS, BIO-FERTILIZERS AND I,?'UE'EEH UEE LTD ctohirdoEgmadcom 3 = the High Court or we can
SPRAY PUMPS ON CONSIGNMENT AND F.0.R BASIS FOR THE YEAR 2021-22. tioon Your Convenience - Our Concern mention it in the Supreme
HIRING OF 02 NOS. VEHICLE FOR THE OFFICE OF XEN CONST.DIVN. UHBVN, SONIPAT | CLOSINGDATE | ..., | _ S ATl Iums k- whdeatir i riclln Ex ki g dn Court,” said Chodankar. ENS
b Lha AND SDO CONST. S/DIVN UHEVN ROHTAK 052021 | o000 W S delares SERVING CUSTOMERS WITH A SMILE
; LHBVN HIRING OF ONE NO. PRIVATE VEHICLE THROUGH OUT SOURCING POLICY FOR USE OF CLOSING DATE 6000/~ www.uhbvn.orgn 017324713
SDO [OP) SUE DIVISION, MODEL TOWM, UHBVN, YAMLUNA NAGAR 28.0H4. 2021 ) T xenofyrEUhivnOng.in
g | MUNICIPALCOMMITTEE |  CONST. OF ROAD FROM H/O RAJKARAN TO ROAD OF BABA HARDEVA MANDIR I wotan | e | ] < i O O [Rac At
HAILY MANDI W.NO. 11 HAILY MANDI 26.04.2021 ' e "m"mﬂ'*ﬁ - EMPLOYEES AT ECHS POLYCLINIC KHANPUR
= 1 Q66731655 EX-Servicemen Contributory Health Scheme (ECHS) Employment Notice
g HUNE%%?“DINC[L GG TRRCTIN O R0 FHON mmﬂlﬁﬁm RAELERLONY TREL M. 3 -2 Ei%ﬂ Eég www etenders hry.nicin | MUNICIPALCOUNCILFATEHA ECHS invites application to engage following staff on contractual basis in ECHS Polyclinic Khanpur, Air force
,,,,,, sk BADTGMALL COM station, Tughlakabad, New Delhi as per the following details:-
THE AMBALA DISTT. e
10 COOF. MILK PRODUCERS HIRING OF ROUTE VEHICLE TATA ACE + 1 OTHER WORK 22.04.20 %1 20000/ o R0, Or .0 _ 'E-?Flfﬂ?ﬂ.-_-. SL No| Post/Appointment No. of vacancy Fixed remuneration Working Hours/Leave Remarks
3004001 milkpiantEvizambala oom . |
e SWIONLTD 01 | Officer In charge 01 for each post 75000/- 0800 Hrs to 1600 Hrs | Post of OIC
" mﬁgggﬁﬁg :%“ SUPPLY, INSTALLATION AND COMMISSIONING OF AUTOMATIC MILK / LASST POURCH DU | e TR 01262-277364 Polyclinic (2.5 clays Eamed | Polyclinic i
= A UNET OF HODCE LTD FILLING MACHINE MAKE SAMARPAN/ NICHROME, VLIAYPACK RMC 03.05.2021 : ' oy vitarohtakSamail com 02 | Dental Officer 75000/- leave after completing | 100% reserveg
T 03 | Medical Officer 75000/- gf e\éery éngnth bezldes gorl ESMES S
FOR PROVIDING TWHO NQ. MAHINDRA BOLERO JEEP & BOLERE CAMPER OR CLOSING DATE B i e 9 04 | Pharmacist 28100/- unday & Gazette nly
12 LUHBYH : wan. uhinm.ong.in xenopuhibvnsdrohizkSogma ; ; :
EQUIVALENT VEHICLE. 27.04.202 6000/- Ko 05 | Dental Hygienist 58100/- holidays) gznfr'g::\f; W"(‘;‘é
STRENGTHENING OF VARIOUS TOWER FOUNDATIONS / STUB REPAIRING OF 132KV a0 A0 e — 06 | Lab Technician <6100/ for the post as
13 HVERL S/C MASUDPUR-HANSI LINE {LE FROM LILD POINT TO HANSI SECTION ONLY) UNDER e : v Ivpn.ongLin 4 S 07 | Lab Assistant 28100/- L
03.05.2021 LACS pro@fwvpn.ong.n 1 mention in
TS DIVISION, HVPNL, HISAR i 08 | Clerk 16800/- SL No.
f | } T = 5
a T STRENGTHENING OF VARIOUS TOWER FOUNDATIONS / STUB REPAIRING OF 132KV 20.04.2021 6.24 Ty 0172563789 09 | Safaiwala 16800/ 01,03,07,09
5'C MASUDPUR-NARNALUND LINE UNDER TS DIVISION, HYPHL, HISAR 03.05.201 LACS proiEinpn.org.en 10 I eon 16800/-
1. WHITE WASHING OF RESIDENTIAL BUTLDING POWER COLONY AT 66KV 5/5TN. SEC- 19.04.3021 7.3 1777583789 5 p
15 HYPHL 3, PANCHKULA. 2. WHITE WASHING OF NON-RESIDENTIAL BUILDING AT 66KV 5/STN > NIIFH QE v VDAL ong.in :r;.r-imm org.in . For Application Forms Terms and Condltlon and eligibility crlterla available at:
SEC-3, PANCHKULA e e = N " ]
= : PAINTING OF 220 KV TOWER STRUCTURE, BEAMS AND EQUIPMENTS SUP N 19,04 2021 0 01722583789 ECHS Website echs.gov.in—Downloads . Application Form for employme.nt in ECHS. For additional detail
HVPH STRUCTURES AT 220 KV S/STN., HVPNL, NISSING. 27.04.2021 s | W VDN, ong.in oro@hvpn.org.n | please contact on 011-21820078 or email at echstughlakabad7brd @ gmail.com.
9 ] MUFFING OF 160 LEGS OF 40 NOS. TOWER OF 132 KV DVC MUND-ASSANDH-JALMANA 19,06, 2021 341 | e oron 01737583789 2. Last Date Of receipt of application (As per format given on website):- Application as per format along
LINE 2704 2011 LACS — = prodfwpn.org.an with self attested photocopies of testimonial in favour of Educational qualification and work experience ig
THE HISAR-JIND CD{'F_ 10 PROVIDE MANPOWER UMSIGLLED, SEMI-SIILLED, SIGLLED AND HIGHLY SKALED 23.04. 2011 OE964 76401 to be addresses to ECHS Cell, Air force station, Tughlakabad ,MB Road ,New Delhi-110080 and can also
18 | MILK PRODUCERS UNION | FOR MISCELLANEOUS JOB IN VARIOUS SECTION AT MILK PLANT, JIND, MCC MISAR & 16,05 2021 13 LACS vitandia.org.in “adndomsl be d d by hand in drob box blaced at Mai 4R ¢ this station by 16 May 21
LTD., MILK PLANT, JIND MCC BHUNA + 3 OTHER WORK 5.05.202 . tapnd@gmail.com e dropped by hand in drop box placed at Main guard Room of this station by f ay 21. o
RETENDER FOR COMNST OF NALA FROM MAIN SIROL DHANI MOD TO DALVINDER 19.04. 2021 3. Interview Timing and Venue: The applicants will report to the place, date & time for interview at ECHS]
N Brders c. 01981947 — ) . . . .
19 MIC SORNA WARD NO 1 + 11 OTHER WORK 2608, 0 B LAS | - . A Polyclinic, Air Force station, Tughlakabad, MB Road, New Delhi-110080.Interview for shortlisted/eligible
idat ill t 20 May 21 at 1 Hrs. TADA will not issible for interview.
2666/HRY FOR FURTHER INFORMATION KINDLY VISIT : www. har'fa naeprocurement.gov.in or www.etenders.hry. nicin candidates will be conducted on 20 May 21 at 1000Hrs. TADA will not be admissible for interview
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Can’t sweep border
issues under the
carpet, says India’s
envoy to China

EXPRESSNEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,APRIL20

AT A time that the border stand-
off between India and China re-
mains unresolved almost a year
later, Indian Ambassador to China
Vikram Misri has said that
sweeping the matter under the
carpet and characterising it as a
“minor issue” is tantamount to
running away from the problem.

Speaking at the opening ses-
sion of a dialogue between
Indian and Chinese think-tanks
on April 15, Misri said, “We have
also seen a tendency in some
quarters to sweep this situation
under the carpet and charac-
teriseitasjustaminorissue and
amatter of perspective. This too
is inadvisable as it can only take
us further away fromasustained
solution to present difficulties
and deeper into an unfulfilling
stalemate. In fact, it would be
tantamount to running away
from the problem andinadirec-
tion opposite to that where the
promise of our closer develop-
ment partnership lies.”

His comments comeatatime
when Chinese officials in Delhi
and Beijing have sought todown-
play the border stand-off and in-
sisted on looking at the big pic-
ture of India-China ties.

“It is tempting today to re-
member this period (between
1988 and 2019) with a touch of

142 on press
freedom index,
India among
countries ‘bad’
for journalism

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, APRIL20

WHILE INDIA has not slipped fur-
ther on the World Press Freedom
Index-2021, published by the in-
ternational journalism not-for
profit body Reporters Without
Borders (RSF), it continues to be
counted among countries classi-
fied “bad” for journalism, and is
termed as one of the most danger-
ous countries for journalists try-
ing to do their jobs properly.

The latest index released on
Tuesday ranks 180 countries,
topped yet again by Norway, fol-
lowed by Finland and Denmark.
Eritrea is at the bottom. China is
ranked 177, and is only above
North Korea at 179 and
Turkmenistan at 178.

India is ranked 142, same as
last year, after it had consistently
slid down from 133 in 2016. In
South Asia, Nepal is at 106, Sri
Lanka at 127, Myanmar (before
the coup) at 140, Pakistan at 145
and Bangladesh at 152.

The report stated that India
shares the “bad” classification
with Brazil, Mexico and Russia.

For India, this report has
blamed an environment of intim-
idation created by supporters of
the ruling party and the govern-
ment for any critical journalist,
who, the report said, is marked as
“anti-state” or “anti-national”.

Journalists are “exposed to
every kind of attack, including po-
lice violence against reporters,
ambushes by political activists,
and reprisals instigated by crimi-
nal groups or corrupt local offi-
cials” it said. And, ever since BJP
won the 2019 General Election
overwhelmingly, “pressure hasin-
creased on the media to toe the
Hindu nationalist government’s
line”, the report said.

It also stated that the 2021 re-
port “shows that journalism, the
main vaccine against disinforma-
tion, is completely or partly
blocked in 73% of the 180 countries
ranked by the organisation,” and,
the “2021 Edelman Trust barome-
ter reveals a disturbing level of
publicmistrustof journalists, with
59% of respondentsin 28 countries
saying that journalists deliberately
try tomislead the public by report-
ing information they know to be
false”. The report noted that “only
12 of the Index’s 180 countries(7%)
can claim to offer a favourable en-
vironment for journalism”.

The government has been
concerned about its low rankings
in such international indices, and
had last year started studying
them to understand how to im-
prove. Soon after the index was re-
leased last year, I&B Minister
Prakash Javadekar had tweeted:
“Media in India enjoy absolute
freedom. We will expose, sooner
than later, those surveys that tend
to portray bad picture about
‘Freedom of Press’ in India.”

Cabinet okays subsidy for urea from coal gasification

New Delhi: The Union Cabinet on
Tuesday approved a scheme for
providing subsidy for production of
urea through coal gasification by
Talcher Fertilizers Limited (TFL)
worth over Rs 13,000 crore.

The project, the government
said in a statement, will “assist in
reducing urea imports to the tune
of 12.7 LMT per annum leading to
savings in foreign exchange”.

ENS

nostalgia, and to argue that we
should shelve our differencesand
things should immediately go
back to the way they used to be.
But we must acknowledge that
these enabling structures and the
fundamental premise of the
closer developmental partner-
ship have been placed under con-
siderable strain by the seriousin-
cidents and the resultant
violation of peace and tranquil-
lity at the Line of Actual Control
in Eastern Ladakh in April 2020
and thereafter.”

Misri added, “The impact on
public opinion has been particu-
larly strong. In this context, it has
often been pointed out by friends
in China that we should stick to
the consensus between our lead-
ers... | agree wholeheartedly. At
the same time, I should point out
that equally significant consen-
sus has been reached between
ourleadersin the past as well, for
instance the consensus that I just
referred to on the importance of
maintaining peace and tranquil-
lity, and it is important to stick to
that consensus as well.”

On the sustainable solution to
these present difficulties in the
relationship, he cited External
Affairs Minister S Jaishankar’s
statement thatit must be “based
onmutual sensitivity and respect
and pave the way for maximising
our mutual interests”.

FULLREPORT ON
www.indianexpress.com

PM’s visit to
Portugal called
off; India-EU
summit to be
held virtually

SHUBHAJIT ROY
NEW DELHI, APRIL 20

ADAY after British Prime Minister]
Boris Johnson'’s visit was put off

due to the second surge of Covid-
19, Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s visit to Portugal for the
India-European Union leaders
summit on May 8 was cancelled
on Tuesday. The summit will now
be held virtually on the same day;

Announcing this on Tuesday,
the Ministry of External Affairs
official spokesperson Arindam
Bagchi said, “In view of the Covid-
19ssituation, ithas been decided
in consultation with the EU and
Portuguese leadership, to hold
the India-EU leaders’ meeting in
avirtual format on May 8.”

“The India-EU leaders’ meet-
ing in the EU+27 format, the first
time that such a meeting is be-
ing held, reflects the shared am-
bition of both sides to further
deepen the strategic partner-
ship,” he said.

The last India-EU summit
was also held virtually in July last
year, after the Covid-19 first
wave forced cancellation of the
Prime Minister’s visit to Brussels
in March.

On May 8, the leaders will
have the opportunity to discuss
multilateral cooperation at the

subject of Zoology/ Physical

HARYANA PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION]
BAYS NO. 1-10, BLOCK-B, SECTOR-4, PANCHKULA

In continuation of the earlier Announcement dated 26.03.2021
published on 28.03.2021 in various newspapers, it is for the gen-
eral information of the candidates that the Recruitment Tests for
the Post of District Attorney (Group-A), Assistant Professor in the

Education/ Punjabi/ Sanskrit/

Pborelr b -4 Canara Bank

HIEA TR =R 90

BY fat=3s= Syndicate

Recovery & Legal Section, Circle Office,

4th Floor, Luv-Kush Tower, Exhibition Road, Patna - 800001

Ph. : 0612-2320180, Email : npacopat@canarabank.com
PROPERTY FOR E-AUCTION

E-AUCTION Sale Notice for Sale of Immovable Assets under the Securitisation and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and
Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 2002 read with provision to Rule 8 (6) of the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002,
Motice is hereby given to the public in general and in particular to the Bomower (s) and Guarantor (s) that the below described immovable
property mortgaged / hypothecated/ Pledged / charged to the Secured Creditor, the constructive / physical possession of which has been
taken by the Authorised Officer of Canara Bank will be sold on "As is where is", " As is what is" and "Whatever there is" on 28.05.2021.

Details are asunder:

A Govt. of India Undertaking

WHO, UNSC

Chemistry/ Scientist-B (Group-B) & Election Tehsildar scheduled g|. | Name / Address Qutstanding . Reserve Price (Rs.) |
to be held on 23.04.2021, 24.04.2021, 25.04.2021 & 02.05.2021|  |no.| ContactNo. g:?;ﬁ:r?sﬁiffnﬂi?; in Rs. Hatally of Feapay EMD/Bid Multipher
are hereby postponed due to administrative reasons, till further of the Branch AmtJAlc No.! IFSC Code
Al S/ 1.| Patliputra [\/s Maa Enterprises Prop. Rs. Mortgagor - Name and Address Mrs Sheela Devi| Rs. 57,96,000/-
Dated: 20.04.2021 ’ Colony  [Mr, Randhir Kumar, SloLate| 22,15,129/- |Wi/g Late Suresh Thakur, Land & Building situated | Rs. 5,79,600/-
ated: £0.04. Deputy Secretar : :
uty Sec . Branch, |Suresh Thakur, Krischan as on atthana Mo. 02, Ward No. - 13/48, Circle No. - 36, | 10,000/-
Haryana Public Service Commission, House No. - |Colony, Makhdumpur,| 16.12.2016 |SheetNo.-93, M. S Plot No. - 1361, Holding No. - | Alc -
2665/HRY Panchkula 18A,  |Digha, Patna - 800011 and| +interest& |68/41/220/264/333, Mauza Musallahpur, PS -| 2518295000001
ng:"’““a (Guaranter) Smt. Shila Devi DIEEF Cost |Kadamkuan, Dist. - Patna, Area:0.32 Kari| IFSC Code -
- =) 2 : : ony.  |Wio Late Suresh Thakur, At - thereon (Original) & 18/1/2 Dhur (Presently) CNRB0002518
U3 ﬁﬁﬂﬂ as |e Punjab"r:lE!tlnn?laBaLnk ::';g‘: 3 Musallahpur Chai Tola,|Boundary - North - Gali then Mr. Kashi Gope, South - Gali then
W W W -4 FERRIE M Cr SR ! Ph o 0612 Nathu G?:DE LESHE. Near|Mr. Bharat Sonar, East - PM.C Road Then Kisan Cold Storage,
i " |Kkishan Cold Storage,|West-Gali Then Mr. Ram Das Mahto.
CIRCLE OFFICE, PATM[SDUﬁgEF:mGpuE Palace, Bank Road, Patna -01 2270270 |p4a hendru, Patna - 800006 | Location : Mauza - Musallahpur, PS - Kadamkuan, Dist. - Patna
General public and customers of our PNB Branch Dhanarua 2.| FATWAH [(1) M/s Anjali Enterprises, Rs. All Part & Parcel of land in the name of Mortgagor | Rs. 4,88,700/-
(D. Hc:. 152500), Patnain parh:;ular_are he_reb:.fmfurmedthat_ the BRANCH, |Proprietor Sri Mukesh| 7.59,064.34 |smt. Ritu Kumari Wio Sri Mukesh Kumar|Rs. 48,870/
business of our Branch Office is being shifted to new premises Fatwah |Kumar Sfo Sri Baleshwar as on bearing deed No. 12494 dt. 08.04.2013, K. S.| 10,000/
w.e.f _31 05,2021 which is just 600m south from the existing Patna Prasad, Village - Aahiyatpur,|  30.11.2020  |Plat No. - 1509 (Part) Thana No. - 30, Khata No. - | Alc -
premises. _ , Mob.: |p.O. - Bhojpur, P.§. -| +interest& [226 Tauzi No. - Bihar Sarkar, P.S. - Fatwah, | 209272431
After Shlﬁlng.ﬂf our Branch premises, all the business facilities 8210998315 Nagarnausa, District - Other Cost Circle - Fatwah, Sub Registry - Patna City, | IFSC Code -
shall be available from new location at FNB, P.0. - Dhanarua Nalanda, Pin - 801305, thereon District Registry Patna Sadar, Patna Measuring - | CNRB0000286
(Near police station). For any other information please contact to Bihar (i} Sri Mukesh Kumar :
Branch Head, BO: - Dhanarua, Mob No, 9771464853, G e malape. ooy | 1 L aeation ={iauza. oy
' ' By. Circle Head /0 orl baleshwar Frasad, | gaundary - North - 06 feet wide Rasta, South - Sri Ashok Yadav,
. Village Khirodhpur, Fatwah. | past - 05 feet wide Rasta, West - Hal Kharidar Sri Mukesh Kumar.
Pin - 803202, Patna Bihar.
3. BELA |Sri Ganesh Kumar, S/o Sri Rs. EMT of land and building in the name of Sri| Rs. 9,80,000/-
Repd. mﬁﬂ!ﬂkﬂ Lﬁymﬁmuml-mlwﬂgﬁ?mm G BRANCH |Ram NMath Prasad, Vill -| 8.23,581)- |Ganesh Kumar S/o Sri Ram Nath Prasad, | Rs. 98,000/
Phone: {#1)-1881- 270255, Fax: (91)1881-270223, CIN : LS0101PE1983PLCO0SS16 Vill - Bela, Baghoi Khurd, PS5 - Phaser, as on Khasra Mo. - 16, Plot No. - 218, Thana - 514, | 10,000/-
Webaite address: www smiisuzu com Email - investors@smiisuzu com Phaser Rd, |Sub District - Aurangabad,| 31.03.2021 |Pargana - Dosama, Mauza - Baghoi Khurd, PS - | Alc -
NOTICE Near Kali |pist. - Aurangabad, Bihar -| +interest& |Phaser, Sub District - Aurangabad, Dist, - | 209272431
. Asthan 1824101 Property in the| Other Cost [Aurangabad - 824101, Total - Area - 3 Decimal | IFSC Code -
PRGOS ity v A oo oo Mo 8 o ol st o P M gtk o el Aurangabad |name of Sri Ganesh Kumar|  thereon  |Boundary - North - Arjun Singh, South - Rasta, | CNRB0003874
_Follana. | Wome of sharsholder | Shars Comficate no, | Distinctive nos. | No. of shares Mob. : |55 SriRamnath Prasad. East - Nij Vikreta, West - Nij Vikreta.
00032883 | PRAFUL MANILAL SHAH SAT20-21 | BS080SH - ps0B1SE| 100 8210998530 B _
e SLVPORIAPRAR AL SHVN | : . 4. | BALIHAR |Mr. Dharmendra Kumar Rs. EMT of land and building in the name of Mr.|Rs. 17,00,000/-
| U0 | SIATN SRA 1w [owe-tewn| % BRANCH |Singh, Sio Late Awadesh| 18,08,668.15 |Dharmendra Kumar Singh, Sio Late Awadesh | Rs. 1,70,000/-
ATy pRFEON Whi Na& & claim of Inléras in ihe ADove Ahanes &nd haning any' obsecion io thi ssus of PO - Kumar Singh. Vill + Post - a5 O Kumar Eingh. Khata Mo, - 46. Plot Mo, - 3?'. 1|}.ﬂ['_iﬂf.
] ok e 8 g B e o oy e e e e T Suryapura, [Jamorhi, PS - Piro, Dist.| 91.04.2021 |Thana No. - 499, Mauza - Silauta, PO + PS -| Alc -
Intarest of his objection 1o Ihe said issue of duplcate share ceriificate frough an affidavit daly atiesisd Dist - Bhojpur- 802207 + interest & Bikramganj, Dist. - Rohtas, Total Area - 1.5| 170100500
Else tha company will proceed to 1ssue dupicate share cenfficate wihout enteraning any claim Rahtas, |Guarantor - Mr. Chitranjan Other Cost | Kattha (As per Sale Deed No. - 7982, Dated - | IFSC Code -
dameage whatsoover Rmery be. Bihar -  |Mishra S/o Surindra Mishra, thereon 03.11.2014) Boundary - North - 8 ft wide Rasta, | CNRB0017582
”%ﬁm 802221  |vill-indra Nagar, Bikaram South - Sabita Devi, East - Binod Singh, West -
Place: Chandigarh P S Mob. :  |Ganj, PO +PS - Bikramgani, Devanti Devi.
Diate: 20.04.2021 S Sy 8102915093 |Rohtas, Bihar - 802212
: . : . . 3| ARRAH [Nand Kumar Rai Vill. + PO - Rs. All the part & parcel of the property in the name of | Rs. 64,12,500/-
II MI “'mia Insl“me M Hﬂmnal sl:mm:as ﬂam“r BRANCH |Gundi Krishnagarh, Arrah,| 42,72,000/- |Sr Ram Niwas Rai S/o late Chandra Deep Rai| Rs. 6,41,250/-
! Arrah Bhojpur- 802301 a3 on consisting of Plot No. - 3172 (Old) 2234 (New), | 10,000/-
No. Admin/Rec./Regular/Nursing/2021/AIIMS.RPR/210 Dated: 19.04.2021 Mob. : 17.04.2021  |Khata No. - 245 (Old) / 2751 (New) Thana No. - | Alc -
RECRUITMENT NOTICE 8210998301 B :':1“3"?:5’[% 57, Village & Post - Gundi, P.S. - Krishnagarh, | 209272946
Director, AlIMS Raipur invites online applications from Indian nationals hE" 0st  |Dist. - Bhojpur, Total Area - 71.5 Decimal | IFSC Code -
for the following positions on direct recruitment basis in AlIMS Raipur: theraon Eﬂ““da!'.':’{' North - Eﬂnﬁh'l EEL SRN!H" - Road, | CNRB0000D376
Post Group|  Pay Scale Upper Age| No. of ast - Jai Kumar, West - Shri Ram Rai.
Limit _|vacancies 6. | BUXAR [wm/s Shanker Qil Mill, Prop. Rs. All the part & parcel of the property Khata No. - | Rs. 9,78,000/-
Professorcum | |, o\ 49 (Rs. 123100- 01 BRANCH |Raghunath Prasad, Add. -| 28,28.103.64 |1008/912, Plot No. - 2214, Thana No. - 158, | Rs. 97,800/-
Principal in ' 55 Years Main Road i Mi = i - i A
g : Rs. 215900) (UR-01) [ » |Shankar Qil Mill Purana as on Mauza - Bhojpur Jadid, Thana - Dumraon Sub | 10,000/
Nursing College Tatri Bazar, |phojpur, PS - Dumraon,| 16.04.2021 |Registrar Office - Buxar, Extent of Area 2.00| Alc -
Lecturer in A | Levek11(Rs.67700-| Lo\ Ugg[‘:“ﬁ- PO +PS - Inpjistt, - Buxar, Bihar, Pin -| +interest& |Decimal. Boundary - North - Bihar Sarkar| 209272946
Nursing Rs. 208700) SC01) Buxar Sadar| 502101 Other Cost  |(Rasta), South - Sri Suraj Prasad, East - Sri[ IFSC Code -
The oniine registration of applications will be avallable on the website, éihar Property in the name of - thereon Deelip Jaisawal West - 5. 5. P Public School. CNREBOODO1419
www.alimsralpur.edu.in from 20.04.2021 (11:00 AM) to 20.05.2021 8210998309 | Y29nunath Teli
(5:00 PM). Detailed advertisement, all the notifications, amendmenis,
corrigendum etc. related to this advertisement, if any, will be published 7.1 Hajipur [M/s Maa Vindhyavasini Rs. All the part & parcel of the property Mauza -| Rs. 10,15,000/-
i o e wabhile. Director Rajpati |Flour Mill. Prop. Sumant| 476.595.36 [Arara, Rev. Thana No. - 16, Anchal / SRO|Rs. 01,01,500/-
Kunwar |[Kumar Ekara, PO - as on Hajipur, P.5. - Sadar Hajipur, Dist. - Vaishali, | 10,000/-
T EIIL | Shopping |Dharahra, PS - Hajipur,| 18.04.2021 IKhataNo.- 1019 & 881, Khesra-4723and 4118, | Alc -
=3 Centre, D.B |Vaishali- 844117, +interest & |Extent - 6097.28 Decimal, Boundary - North -| 209272946
Rd.,Hajipur, |Property in the name - Other Cost  |Vendee and others, South - Alakh Kumar Sinha | IFSC Code -
SEC S A PUsiEED I Vaishali, |Smt. Indrashan Devi and thereon and others, East - Suryadeo Pd and others West | SYNBO007586
&7 N fafer 7Tl Mob.: |Smt Meena Devi -Vendee.
: B102916781
Rl 21/8/2002 8th fershetr qUid ST ) 8.1 Hajipur |Mr. Ahmad Hussain Alias . g;:? " All the part & parcel of the property in the name of 25- gl:ggiggg: 4
—e Rajpati |Md. Kalam, S/o Late Abdul S 1T Mr. Ahmad Hussain Alias Md. Kalam, S/o Late | Ks. ' :
3 )
>/5/2005 8th A I A Kunwar |Ahmad, Noon Gola Ward|as on 16.04.2021) Ahdul Ahmad consisting of Mauza - Noon Gola, | 10,000/-
T Y AR B TR, Y, Al A1 HIE I I -ford ek Shopping |Na. - 15, Hajipur, Vaishali - 4{‘:' Etﬁf?:st 3{ Khata No. - 396, Khesra No. - 541, 542, 543 (MI) | Alc - 209272946
Y| A O G e, W qoR, Ter, Hed a1 oemr Egnlt_lrﬂ_._ﬂ-ﬂ 844101 ths::eaﬁﬁ & 86, 99 (Old), Jamabandi No. - 969, Thana No. - | IFSC Code -
, - Hajipur, 178, Halka No. - 11, PO & PS - Hajipur, SYNBOOOT586
&l THHRI, IRAR &l Jof TSR 31avd fae St for wafaa gr Vaishali, . - . -
NP . Mob. : Sub - Registry Office - Hajipur, Ward No. - 15, Dist. - Vaishali, Total Area - 1263 sqgft. 5ale Deed No. - 344 Dated -
HAMI HIAAT S | SEIS forma & Jehiierd 81 IR 15 &7 6 8102916781 | 18.01.2008 Boundary - North - Ahmad Hussain & 6 feet wide Rasta, South - Mohammad Usman, East -
-2 et & @Ee § S| e | 99d JTdge @l Mohammad Suleman Mahrum & & Feet Wide Road, West - Ahmad Hussain
et 1 fafer caferd AR R S S| Weehr % e 9. |Hajipur SME|(A) M/s Raghaoji Hatchery Rs. All that part and parcel of lease hold property i.e. | Rs. 1,31,87,000/-
T 3MTeISeh IWIh At SHASS bl go1 gfd o qr fuiia wog = Hajipur irlld I;E”}::”E F’W-SUd- ':-"'EI’ : l_'lr-m-ufsu“f;f; the land and building standing in the name of Mrs. | Rs. 13,18,700/-
Maoh. : as umar =0ony 5 erm Loan Chandrakala Devi W/ Mr. Sh Sund 1[}'ﬂ|}ﬂ.j-
T IR AR B ; ; andrakala Devi Wio. Mr. Shyam Sundar
AT &g WU GA: 8210998317 Elr:mr lﬂan;: Sﬁﬁar_ SH'“Q:_: 1,5%2%;)“_0( Chaudhary, situated within Khata no. 184, Khesra | Alc -
S Tl SRS AT B, A BCTR ThS oo |No. 205, Thana no. 164, Mouza — Bagtaj| 4960296000001
e e Hajipur Dist. Vaishali Bihar. | $-9T.9000% | & pokhra, Hajipur, Vaishali - 844101 Purchased | IFSC Code
:|5|é|aﬂg; Y e Lﬂa{jsﬂgnjﬁgﬂgﬁ'f_{gﬁ;ﬁi‘;”g F?:E ; fl:; + Ilerest & Othed through Deed No. - 1136, Dated - 02.02.1991 & | CNRB0004960
T S, SN 124103 ; _. g : -31.05. ; imal.
1 Raiput Nagar Hajipur Vaishali, 844101, Cost therson 2557 Dated - 31.05.1996 Total 6.624 Decimal - .
2655/HRY T 01251-252757 Boundary of the property As per Deed - North - Road South - Indrawati Devi East -

and G-20, and
on5Gand arti-
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gence, mar-
itime security
and naval co-
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connectivity

projects in
third countries
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Pacific region.

OFFICE OF THE PRINCIPAL, GOVT. DOON MEDICAL COLLEGE,
PATEL NAGAR, DEHRADUN-248001 UTTARAKHAND.

TEL: 0135-2726020, 2726021

E-mail: doonmedicalcollegefigmail.com, Website: www.gdmcuk.com

.t S
better No-: GOMCIAAVIZ02T5OWALK IN INTERVIEW

Dated: 20/04/2021

A walk in interview will be held on (1.05.2021 at 10:00 am onwards in Govt. Doon Medical
College Campus, Patel Nagar, Dehradun for various faculty positions (broad and super
spacialities) of Government Doon Medical College, Dehradun, The appointments will be
made on contractual basis for three years only for till regular appointments are made,
whichever is earlier. The detail about the vacancies in vanous department are uploaded in
the website of Govi. Doon Medical College www.gdmcuk.com , www.doonmedical.org

Principal

Govt. Doon Medical College, Dehradun

Department of Women and Child Development
Govt. Of NCT of Delhi
5th floor, ISBT building, Kashmere Gate,

PS Raj Park in this case.

Delhi-110006
MISSING CHILDREN

Description of the child

1 ‘Name: Dipti (Name given by CWC), (female), age approx. 1 month,
Complexion: wheatish. Child was found abandoned near Nangloi railway
track by PS. Raj Park on 14.12.2020. The child has been kept at Hope
Foundation Asharan for care and protection by the order of the Child
Welfare Committee. A FIR no. 883 dtd 14.12.2020 has been registered with

Photo

2 Name: Alisha (Name given by CWC), (female), age O,
wheatish. New born child was found abandoned at Ganda Nala opposite
Sonia Camp Paschim Vihar, Delhi on 20.12.2020. The child has been kept
at Hope Foundation Asharan for care and protection by the order of the
Child Welfare Committee. A FIR no. 0723 dtd 21.12.2020 has been regis-
tered with PS Paschim Vihar East in this case.

Complexion:

DIP/Shabdarth/0029/21-22

Note: Parents/Guardians/Relatives in case of above mentioned children may contact at
address/phone numbers given below:-
1. Incharge: Hope Foundation Asharan, A-46, New Multan Nagar Surya Enclave Dlehi-56,
Contact No: 011-25291672
2. DCPO, District Child Protection Unit-V, Sewa Kutir Complex Kingsway Camp, Delhi-09,
Contact No: 011-27655034

Women & Child Development

Sign.
Director

Please give information to CHILD LINE 1098 about children who need care & protection

Etpan . ld ianexpress.com Il l

(C) Mrs. Anju Rani W/o Sri Sudhir Kumar A-
61, AnanadVihar Colony, Ambedkar Path ,
MNear Jagdeo Path , Patna- B00014.

Chandralkala Devi, West - Godawari Devi Boundary - North - Road Nagarpalika,
South - Brijandan Prasad, East - Municipal School, West - Niz Anupam Chandra,

(D) Mr. Satya Prakash S/o 5ri Satish Kumar Singh, Al. Kataro Anchal, PatedhiBelsar, Disl.- Vaishali-844101

Devi W/O Sh. Shyam Sunder Chaudhary Ward No

Singh S/o Late Surendra Chandra Singh, House No 7 Road No 1 Rajput Nagar Hajipur Vaishali 844101 (F) Smt. Chandra Kala
16, Medanimal School Pokhra Mohalla HajipurVaishali 844101, (G) M/s
Raghoji Hatchery and Farms Pvt. Ltd. At. Kataro, P.O- Patedhi Belsar, P.5 Patedhi Belsar Gouraul Dist. Vaishali Bihar 844118

. (E) Kaushlendra

0| Bahuara |M/s D. K. Enterprises, Rs. All the part and parcel of property land & building| Rs. 19,46,000/-
Branch |Prop. Manish Kishore, Slo| 6,92,758.87 |in the name of Pramila Devi, Wio Surendra| Rs. 1,09,000/-
Vill.- | Surendra Prasad Sing. Vill. - as on Prasad Sing consisting of Mauza -| 10,000/
Bahuara, POl Shyampur Dayal, PO -| 16.04.2021 |Shyampurdayal, Khata No. - 135, Thana No. -| Alc -

- Biddupur, | Madhupur, Hajipur - Vaishali|  + interest & | 373, Khesara No. - 205, 206, PO & PS - Hajipur,| 208272946
Bahuara, |.g44503. Other Cost | Sub - Registry Offfice - Hajipur, Dist. - Vaishali| IFSC Code -
”’Eﬁ“&}'ﬁ © |Propertyinthename -Mrs.|  thereon | TotalArea- 1960 Saft. Sale Deed No.-9872. | SYNB0007412

Noh : g;;;‘IT']LEung;'él Vil [|Dated - 17.12.2013 Boundary - North - 15 Feet Wide Rasta,
8017267798 |11, i HajipHr i ;-.Fais hai South - Sunil Singh, East - Laldeo Singh, West - Mithilesh Pandit.
- 844503,
11.| Juran | Mis Sona Agro Enterprises, Rs. All that part and parcel of property consisting in| Rs. 44,24,000/-
Chapra |Pariners : Sri Rajesh Kumar| 21,10,489.10 |the name of Smt. Anumeha Kumar, W/o Sri| Rs. 4,42,400/-
Branch |& Sri Santosh Kumar as on Santosh Kumar Srivastava, Khata No. - 297,| 10,000/-

Main Road, [Srivastava, Sunital 16.04.2021 |Khesra No. - 50 (Part) Area - 2-02.45 Decimals| Alc -

Mahesh | Complex, Opposite Krishna| +interest & |{12% Dhur) Boundary - North - Nij Gali KMP| 2821296000001
Babu  [Cinema, Akaharaghat| OtherCost |Sinha, South - Road, East - Road, West -| IFSC Code -
Chowk, |Road, Dist. - Muzaffarpur, thereon  |Shashi Kumar CNRB0002821
MUEEEEEPEUT Bihar- 842001
; : Guarantor - Smt. Anumeha Kumari, Wio Sr Santosh Kumar Srivastava, Alokpuri, Bahalkhana Road, PS - Ramna,
Mob. : o :
8210998501 | District- Muzaffarpur, Bihar - 842002
12.| Line Bazar | (A) Md. Mojahidul Islam, Sio Rs. (1) All that part & parcel of land situated at Khata| Property - 1
Purnea |Md Ramjan Ali (Prop - M/s| 18,39,363/- |No. - 236, Khesra No. - 98, Ward No. - 42, Area -| Rs. 17,00,000/-
Branch |Badal Trading) at Lavarbari as on 6 Dec. 3 Kari, Tauzi No. - 8/5 in the Name of Md.| Rs. 1,70,000/-
IstFloor, |panchayat Gurhi, Post { 31.03.2021 |Mojahidul Islam sitated at - Mauza belouri,| Property - 2
NH-31, | Matkopa, PS - Kasba, Dist.-| +interest & |Thana - Mufasil Ranipatra, Thana No. - 107,| Rs. 17,50,000/-
Purnea Line | pyrnea, Pin - 854330 Other Cost | Dist. - Purnea, Name of title holder - Md.| Rs. 1,75,000/-
E‘;ﬁ?gi (B) Bibi Mehnaz Khatoon, thereon Mojahidul Islam Sfo Md. Ramzan Al 10,000/-
Mob. : Wio Md. Mojahidul Islam, Al goyndary - North - Neej seller, South - Md. Jakir Hussain and| Alc -
8210998621 | F2nchayat Gurhi, PO A gihers East-14'0" Wide Pvt. Road, West - Neej Seller 5745296000002
Matkopa, PS - Kasba, Dist. -| (2) ajl that part & parcel of land situated at Khata No. - 361, Khesra| IFSC Code -
Purnea, Pin - 854330 Mo. - 150, area 24 decimal 675 sq. Kari Mauja - Matkopa, Tauji No. -| CNRB0005745

Boundary - North - Saiyada Khatoon, South - Ramjan Ali, East - Kachcha Road, West - Md. Rakib Alam

8/5, Thana Mo, - 175, Thana - Kasba, Dist. - Purnea Name of title holder - Bibi Mehnaj Khatoon Wio Md. Mojahidul Islam

Last Date of EMD 24.05.2021. For Detailed terms and conditions of the sale, please refer to the link provided in www.canarabank.com

Date: 19.04.2021 Place: Patna

Authorised Officer
Canara Bank
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RAMNATH GOENKA

BECAUSE TRE TRUTH

INVOLVES US ALL

JAB AND PUSH

Centre’s new vaccine roadmap will help in the much-needed
ramp-up; it also raises some critical questions

ITH THE RELENTLESS surge in Covid-19 infections showing no signs of

abating, the Union government, on Monday, announced a significant

change in its vaccination strategy. The Centre has opted for a more lib-

eralised approach in terms of both eligibility and pricing of vaccines —
awelcome departure from its previous approach that drew a specious distinction between
those who “want” and those who “require” the vaccine and trashed all suggestions of open-
ing up supplies as being at the behest of “foreign pharma lobbies”. Allabove the age of 18 are
eligible, states can prioritise them, vaccine manufacturers have also been liberated, though
partially, from the tyranny of price controls, and have now the option to supply part of their
production to state governments and in the open market. The balance 50 per cent will con-
tinue to be directed to the Centre, which shall provide free-of-cost vaccines to all healthcare
and frontline workers and all those above 45 years of age. This change in approach, which al-
lows for a greater role of the private sector, and gives pricing freedom to incentivise vaccine
manufacturers is a step in the right direction.

But this raises several issues that need to be addressed for the benefits to be harnessed.
Forone, by all accounts, there continues to be a supply crunch. While the government has taken
steps, although belatedly, to scale up the availability/production of vaccines in the country,
ramping up supplies specially post May 1, will be a challenge. There is no clear indication of
the stockpiles available. Nor any clarity over how many doses of Russian Sputnik V can be
imported immediately. Second, as demand outstrips supply, especially as the virus spreads,
the vaccine basket will need to be dramatically expanded. Regulatory approvals will need to
be expedited, financial constraints for manufacturing will need to be eased. It’s not clear how
the Centre will allocate stocks under the revised norms. Which states will be at the front of
the queue? Will states bearing the brunt of the virus be prioritised over others? Will it be
linked to wastage?

There are also questions over who should do what. Should the Centre be coordinating
procurement and distribution across buyers, between states, and between the states and
vaccine manufacturers? Or will individual states be left to negotiate with vaccine manufac-
turers, both domestic and foreign? There is also a regulatory challenge. Vaccines have been
approved under emergency use authorisation which implies that these drugs cannot be sold
directly in the market, only under regulatory supervision. While there is surely a greater role
for the market, vaccine is a public good. The CoWin architecture will anyway register each vac-
cination. So the private sector needs to be welcomed under vigil by a robust and transparent
regulatory mechanism managed by the Centre in constant consultation with states.

WITH DUE RESPECT

Allahabad HC's anguish is understandable. But deciding on a UP
lockdown is the government's job, not for the bench to order

HE SUPREME COURT has rightly stayed the Allahabad High Court directive toim-

pose aweek-long lockdown in five districts in UP following what it deemed a fail-

ure of the system to deal with the spike in COVID-19 cases. A two-judge bench

of the Allahabad HC Monday had held that the medical infrastructure in these
districts was “virtually incapacitated” and called the measures undertaken by the government
as an eyewash. The pandemic situation in UP, no doubt, is grave and all systems have been
strained. Butalockdown s a call best left to the political executive since its economic and so-
cial implications are far-reaching. Moreover, managing a lockdown is based on inputs from
the district level on the spread of the infection, the health infrastructure available and the de-
mographic profile of those hit the hardest. The High Court's anguish is understandable buta
fiat from the bench is hardly the best way to go about tackling a pandemic.

The Allahabad HC has been watching closely the actions of UP administration and has
been periodically hauling up the government for its omissions and commissions. For in-
stance, the HC has repeatedly read the rulebook back to the administration in cases where
the due process was subverted or justice denied. The court’s unbending commitment to
fairness and the rule of law has been exceptional, especially since other institutions seem
to have buckled under pressure but its directive on lockdown borders on overreach. A week
ago, the HC had asked the government if a lockdown was necessary to contain the spread
of the pandemic. Its concern was fuelled by reports of rising cases and deaths and the fail-
ure of the system to cope with it — the court was hearing a PIL on the “inhuman” condition
in the quarantine centre and the state of COVID treatment. The government held that alock-
down could cause destruction of livelihoods and accentuate economic distress and claimed
that it had taken a series of measures, including declaring the worst affected areas as con-
tainment zones. The measures may not have yielded the expected results and it triggered
an angry response from the HC.

There are glaring gaps in the state's health infrastructure. Fixing that is a long haul and
will require sustained investment and political focus on public health. That's why the state
government may have got relief from the apex court but it will do well to listen carefully to
the Allahabad HC's censure. More so, in a year leading to Assembly elections whenit's a chal-
lenge for any government to blend both governance and politics.

FOUL PLAY

The European Super League will diminish the soul of football,
destroy the romance of the game

FTHE EUROPEAN Super League becomes a glittering reality, as their creators have

designed it to be, football, as we know it, would cease to be a sport. It could rather be-

come a plastic showbiz of the most talented footballers on the planet kicking the

ball around with humdrum regularity, conserving and multiplying the revenue for
a small cartel of owners. It would destroy not only the soul of the game but also the identity,
tradition, history, and romance of football. Perhaps it’s a sign of times, when the world itself
is gravitating towards exclusivity, taking with it whatever little egalitarianism that prevailed
in European club football, shaking the founding principles of several decorated clubs, founded
mostly by the working class of the 19th century.

The Joel Glazers, Sheikh Mansours and Roman Abramoviches are pumping in billions
into the leagues, not out of love for the game or the club, but to make money. Presently, the
narrative of top-flight domestic competition is all about reaching the top three-four spots, in
order to get into the Champions League. That would not be the case anymore. There would
not be any motivation, neither for the elites nor for the aspirants. After a point, over-satura-
tion would creep in, the audience would be bored of watching Liverpool and Barcelona ona
reel. They would yearn to watch an Atlanta, or Istanbul Basaksehir or Leicester City and warm
their hearts in their fairy-tale stories.

Thankfully, there is a resounding backlash to the concept, which has reaffirmed faith in
the audience that football could be saved from the cavernous vultures greedily picking on the
flesh and bones of the game, seeing only the twinkling riches and blind to the soul of the
game. From presidents, prime ministers and premiers, to footballers and managers, fans and
their family, there is an unequivocal resistance to the designs of a gluttonous few. There, thus,
is a hope that football will continue to exist, as we know it. And as we want it to be.
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WORDLY WISE
YOU CAN HAVE THE BEST VACCINES FOR A WOMAN,
BUT IF YOU CAN'T GET HER TO COME AND GET THEM
THEN THEY WON'T WORK. — MELINDA GATES

A new social contract

Covid is an opportunity to make structural changes
to our largest health insurance and pension schemes

MANISH SABHARWAL AND RAJIV MEHRISHI

COVID REMINDS US that amodern stateisa
welfare state — governments worldwide
launched 1,600 plus new social protection
programmes in 2020. It also reinforces the
importance of resources — America’s fiscal
deficit this year is more than India’s GDP.
While sustainable social security lies in rais-
ing India’s 138th ranking in country per-
capita GDP, we make the case for three re-
forms to our biggest health insurance and
pension schemes: The Employee State
Insurance Scheme (ESIS) and Employee
Provident Fund (EPF). Both have hostages
rather than clients with no option to opt out
or choose a competitor. Touted as “employee
welfare” schemes since the 1950s, both have
failed their clients since birthing and in
COVID. Changing who wields the tool will
change, for the better, what they do.

ESIS is India’s richest and biggest health
insurance scheme with 13 crore people cov-
ered and Rs 80,000 crore in cash. Employers
with more than 10 employees make a
mandatory 4 per cent payroll deduction for
employees earning up to Rs 21,000 per
month. Despite covering roughly 10 per cent
of India’s population, a recent working paper
from Dvara Research suggests high dissat-
isfaction. The constraint is hardly resources:
ESIC’s unspent reserves are larger than the
Central government’s healthcare budgetary
allocation. Painfully, its annual profits of Rs
10,000 crore persist.

EPF is India’s biggest pension scheme
with a Rs 12 lakh crore corpus and 6.5 crore
contributors. Employers with more than 20
employees make mandatory 24 per cent
payroll deductions for employees earning
up toRs 15,000 per month. It only covers 10
per cent of India’s labour force and 60 per
cent of accounts and 50 per cent of regis-
tered employers are inactive. EPF's 1991 cre-
ation of a defined benefit component — con-
tested by employers then as unsustainable
— cannow only be made solvent with an un-
fair benefit cut or taxpayer haircut. EPF of-
fers poor service and pathetic technology
despite employer-funded administrative
costs that make it the world’s most expen-
sive government securities mutual fund.

This article’s title comes from a wonder-
ful new book, What We Owe Each Other: A
New Social Contract by Nemat Shafik of
London School of Economics, that suggests
updating the risk-sharing framework in so-

Health and pensions need
complex skills developed
over time; Malcolm
Gladwell’s 10,000 hours of
deliberate practice. Yet, ESIS
and EPF are led by generalist
bureaucrats who not only
view their posting as a
government backwater but
their weak domain expertise
feels like the cabin crew is
flying the plane. Both
organisations need
professional chief executives.

cieties because current structures are break-
ing up under the weight of changes in the
role of women, longer careers, technology,
globalisation, and much else. She suggests
a more nuanced social security redistribu-
tion across time (the piggy bank function),
incomes (the Robin Hood function), and fi-
nancial burden-bearing (the state, individu-
als, or employers). These political questions
require political answers for India that don’t
lie in unaffordable universal basic income
proposals but fixing the problems of EPF and
ESIS — poor coverage, high costs, unsatisfied
customers, metrics confused with goals, jail
provisions, excessive corruption, low expert-
ise, rude and unaccountable staff with no
fear of falling or hope of rising, and no com-
petition. These problems can’t be solved by
bureaucrats or courts because they are not
technical problems (with a right answer) but
adaptive problems (with multiple options
and unmodellable trade-offs). Let’s look at
possible solutions.

Structure; Apart from not having clients
but hostages, EPF and ESIS combine the roles
of policymaker, regulator, and service
provider. Splitting roles is a precondition for
performance because goals, strategy, and
skills are different. An independent policy-
maker horrified with only 6 lakh of India’s
6.3 crore enterprises covered would create
competition. An independent regulator ter-
rified by ESIS overcharging would frown on
a claims ratio of less than 75 per cent. Anin-
dependent service provider would invest
heavily in technology, customer service, and
human capital. Splitting roles would lead to
competition from NPS for EPF, ending VIP
opt-out by merging CGHS with ESIS, raising
enforceability by making employee provi-
dent fund contribution voluntary, improv-
ing portability by de-linking accounts from
employers, and targeting universalisation
by simultaneously ending minimum em-
ployer head-count and employee salary
contribution thresholds while introducing
absolute contribution caps. The Health and
Finance Ministry would be logical homes for
ESIS and EPF policy roles.

Governance: The governing board of ESIS
and EPFO have 59 and 33 members respec-
tively. Such a large group can’t have mean-
ingful discussions, make decisions, and ex-
ercise oversight. They also fail Professor Ram
Charan’s evaluation of an effective board —

focus on substantial issues, information ar-
chitecture, and board dynamics. This gover-
nance deficit needs smaller boards (not
more than 15), age limits (70 years), term
limits (10 years), expertise (technology, HR,
health, pensions, finance, etc), active sub-
committees (HR, Investments, and technol-
ogy) and real powers (appointing the chief
executive, setting targets, holding manage-
ment accountable).

Leadership: Health and pensions need
complex skills developed over time;
Malcolm Gladwell’s 10,000 hours of delib-
erate practice. Yet, ESIS and EPF are led by
generalist bureaucrats who not only view
their posting as a government backwater
but their weak domain expertise feels like
the cabin crew is flying the plane. Both or-
ganisations need professional chief execu-
tives. Philosopher Isaiah Berlin’s framing of
the generalist vs specialist debate as hedge-
hogs (who know one thing) and foxes (who
know many things)isimportant. Ademoc-
racy’s generalists are its politicians and its
delivery organisations must be run by tech-
nocrats. A less generalist, non-transitory,
and non-cadred chief executive would cre-
ate a new tone-from-the-top around per-
formance management, technology, and
service outcomes.

Equality is democracy’s fundamental
premise. India and Pakistan born on the
same night have had very different dem-
ocratic destinies for many reasons but
one is their distorted tone-from-the-top
around equality; Allama Igbal lamented
people being counted rather than
weighed, Yahya Khan suggested his peo-
ple were too emotional to vote, and
Pervez Musharraf legislated that election
candidates need to be graduates. India’s
democracy has been better at the com-
plex trade-offs that create equality,
though gaps remain. Social security — not
a borrowing binge that steals from our
grandchildren — can blunt structural and
COVID inequality when combined with
complementary policies like formalisa-
tion, financialisation, urbanisation, and
better government schools. But a great
place to start is three flick-of-pen, non-
fiscal reforms at EPF and ESIS.

Sabharwal and Mehrishi are, respectively,
an entrepreneur and former civil servant

HER FAMILY OF FILMS

Sumitra Bhave’s persistence, generosity was an inspiration for independent cinema

CHAITANYA TAMHANE

[ WOKE up on Tuesday morning to terrible
news. It had, anyway, been a tough week be-
cause we lost Vira Sathidar, the cultural ac-
tivist and poet who acted in Court,and some
of my very close relatives are in critical con-
dition. I knew Sumitra Bhave was in the ICU
for the last few weeks and I was hoping that
she would recover, given her boundless en-
ergy and spirit for life. I couldn’t believe it
when I heard she is no more.

It goes without saying that her passing is
a huge loss to Indian cinema. There are very
few filmmakers who were as prolific as she
was, and who could do what she did for the
independent film movement. She collabo-
rated with generations of filmmakers and
actors, who were enriched after working
with her. She was no less than aninstitution;
she forged the paths and careers of many
other bright stars. She has made numerous
important films in Marathi, which told sto-
ries rooted in a strong social and cultural con-
textand yet depicted a universal human con-
dition. Her films were also social projects —
she would form families, not teams, while
she worked with entire communities to
make films happen — this also reflected in
the conversations I had with her about cin-
ema and [ took great inspiration from them.

When I went to offer her a part in The

I must also mention her
generosity: She refused to
take money from us for the
film although we insisted.
She had some medical issues
but she travelled to Mumbai
twice from Pune, when it was
not an easy journey for her. I
remember my assistants
running around in different
shops and buying gifts for
her. It was as if we were
working with our favourite,
most giving grandmother.

Disciple, was nervous even to speak to some-
one so accomplished, but I also knew she was
the only one who could do justice to the role
of “Maai”. Luckily, she agreed. She was full of
nerves and excitement because she had never
acted herself. This nervousness was nothing
but her humility and the desire to give her best.
There was not even a hint of ego or the bag-
gage of seniority in her behaviour. Not only did
she blow us away with her performance, she
was so good that we finished our work in half
the time we had scheduled for the recordings.

I regret that she could not watch the fin-
ished film. We organised a private screening
of The Disciple for the cast and crew in
January, but she had had cataract surgery.
Even then, she considered attending the
screening to just “hear the film”.1had to con-
vince her to drop the idea and get rest. Such
was her enthusiasm! We thought we could
do a screening again in a few months. Her
not having watched the film will always be a
big, sad gaping hole.

The first time I met her to narrate the role,
I was stunned by her optimism, energy and
positivity towards life and cinema. Flmmaking
was a way of life for her, and she didn’t know
any other way of being. I don’t think that the
thought of retiring or stopping ever crossed
her mind. She told me, “We have to value life

and enjoy it. Do what we are here for.”

I must also mention her generosity: She
refused to take money from us for the film
although we insisted. She had some medical
issues but she travelled to Mumbai twice
from Pune, when it was not an easy journey
for her. | remember my assistants running
around in different shops and buying gifts
for her. It was as if we were working with our
favourite, most giving grandmother. But she
was so young at heart, that everyone called
her “maushi”, which is what you call your
mother’s sister in Marathi.

I remember my last conversation with
her. She was excited about her latest film,
Dithi, which hasn’t yet come out. She had re-
quested me to share her films with the exec-
utive producer of The Disciple, Alfonso
Cuarén. I wish I had made it happen sooner.
Having said that, it’s not a time for regrets.
This is an opportunity to celebrate Sumitra
Bhave’s legacy, her warrior-like spirit and
endless curiosity for life. She was a living ex-
ample of how to find your purpose, and to
selflessly dedicate yourself to it, despite the
odds and difficulties; sheer love and passion
was her guide along the way.

The writer is director of
The Disciple and Court
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REAGAN’S PLAN

THE REAGAN ADMINISTRATION is prepar-
ing a strategy that would build up and mod-
ernise America’s strategic and tactical nu-
clear weaponry, as well as prepare
conventional forces for a protracted war
with the Soviet Union or any other country
on several fronts simultaneously. This would
not only call for vast increases in expendi-
ture but may necessitate reintroduction of
the draft. Arming other nations, particularly
Egypt, Turkey and Saudi Arabia, might also
be necessary. The policy, said The New York
Times, also envisages revitalising the defence
industry to double or triple production
within a year of the onset of hostilities.

TRANSFER CASE

AWRIT PETITION challenging the constitu-
tional validity of the Union Law Minister’s
circular letter requesting the Chief Ministers
to obtain the consent of additional judges
of high courts for transfer to other high
courts was admitted on Monday by Justice
M L Pendse at the Bombay High Court. The
writ petition was filed by Igbal M Chagla
and others.

FM TO TAX EVADERS

FINANCE MINISTER R Venkataraman said
that the special bearer bond scheme was
intended as the last chance to those having
black money to bring it into productive

channels. Inaugurating a three-day confer-
ence of income-tax commissioners,
Venkataraman called for a relentless drive
against tax evaders.

HALLUCINATIONS

“HE IS SUFFERING from hallucinations,” an
official spokesman said in New Delhi about
a British journalist who wrote about
“Russian military officers openly strutting
about in Delhi”. The External Affairs
Ministry spokesman made the remark
when newsmen mentioned a report about
“Russian influence” in the Daily Mail, by its
representative who covered the visit of
British PM Mrs Margaret Thatcher.
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WHAT THE OTHERS SAY

“After decades of money-grabbing at the top of the game, a new settlement for
football is indeed required. But it is not the one envisaged by Joel Glazer and

his unscrupulous allies.”

—THE GUARDIAN

On red turf, standing ground

The recent Chhattisgarh ambush has triggered a fresh round of finger-pointing from predictable quarters
of civil society and security experts. But the state is far from losing the war against Maoists

ABHINAV KUMAR

THE LONG WAR against India’s Maoists is
over five decades old now. As the recent at-
tack in and around Tekulagudem village in
Sukma district demonstrates, it shows no
signs of ending anytime soon. On the face of
it, Maoists seem to have pulled off a spectac-
ular strike against our security forces in the
jungles of Chhattisgarh. As of now, the
Chhattisgarh police and the CRPF have suf-
fered a combined total of 22 casualties. There
are no reliable inputs about casualties on the
Maoist side but there are reports that they
too number in the double digits.

Even before the bravehearts could be ac-
corded their last rites, a fresh round of breast-
beating and finger-pointing, from entirely
predictable quarters of our civil society and
security experts, has begun. No matter what
the specifics of the setback may be, their di-
agnosis and prescriptions remain remark-
able, if not for their accuracy and relevance, at
least for their consistency.

Broadly speaking, the post-incident
analysis of such setbacks comes in two
flavours. The most popular theory amongst
our intelligentsia and media is the root cause
and alienation approach. It focuses on the so-
cio-economic causes that are supposed to be
the mostimportant drivers of support for the
Naxal movement. According to the votaries
of this approach, it is the failure of the Indian
state to provide economic development and
social justice to the tribals living in these ar-
eas that has fuelled the Naxal movement and
sustained it for five decades. As a prescrip-
tion, experts in favour of this theory empha-
sise a development-centric approach and ne-
gotiations as the way forward.

There are several problems with this ap-
proach. First, it glosses over the ideological
foundations of the movement, specifically
its rejection of India’s Constitution and
democracy, and its exaltation of the Maoist
variant of communism. Second, it fails to see
that social and economic deprivation is not
unique to the jungles of Chhattisgarh. Large
parts of the country suffer from this afflic-
tion. Third, it doesn’t account for the possibil-
ity that while alienation and deprivation may
help inigniting the spark of revolution, once
lit the flames draw oxygen from many
sources. Fourth, the role of external forces in
fomenting and sustaining this movement is
deliberately underplayed. Fifth, the grubby
ground reality of the praxis of revolution is
conveniently swept under the carpet. The or-
ganised extortion racket from all economic
stakeholders in the Naxal-affected areas by
our alienated revolutionaries seldom gets
talked about. Sixth, the extensive ideologi-
cal, financial and logistical ecosystem that
provides sustenance to these revolutionar-
ies in the jungle is seldom acknowledged.
Last but not the least, every time Naxalites
are killed in an exchange of fire by the secu-
rity forces, the overground network goes into
overdrive through the media and the judici-
aryinlabelling it as cold-blooded murder of
innocent civilians.

The other kind of diagnosis is offered by a
coalition of Cassandras consisting of retired
military experts, CAPF cadre officers and dis-
gruntled IPS officers. According to this view,

our tactical failures against the Maoists are
entirely due to the poor quality of leadership
provided by the Indian Police Service. The
when, where, how of a setback simply don’t
matter. When in doubt, identify the first IPS
officer in the chain of command and hoist
him on the petard of tactical incompetence.
It doesn’t matter if there are three or four lay-
ers of officers in the chain of command be-
longing to the CAPF cadre involved in the in-
cident. Of course, in the case of any
operational success, cadre officers will fall
over each other in claiming credit.

This view completely ignores the many
successes of IPS leadership in counterinsur-
gency operations in Punjab, Andhra Pradesh,
Uttar Pradesh and most recently in Odisha.
Even in the Northeast and Jammu and
Kashmir, where the Indian Army provides
the backbone of the counterinsurgency grid,
the police forces of the respective states and
their IPS leadership play a crucial role in
gathering intelligence and in executing oper-
ations. So, the failures and setbacks in the
Naxal areas of Chhattisgarh need to be
placed in perspective.

The loss of 22 lives is undoubtedly a set-
back and a tragic loss for the families of men
killed in the ambush. But to read anything
more into it is an overreaction. History tells
us that nation-states on the losing side of an
insurgency seldom lose militarily. They sim-
ply lose their appetite for a long war charac-
terised by open-ended attrition and casual-
ties. More precisely, their decision-makers
are forced to disengage by domestic public
opinion and/or international pressure. In
most of these cases, we are dealing with ex-
peditionary forces in foreign countries, the
Americans in Vietnam, the French in Algeria
or even the IPKF in Sri Lanka. Our forces in
Chhattisgarh are not invading armies. They
are forces of a democratic republic deployed

The loss of 22 lives is
undoubtedly a setback and a
tragic loss. But to read
anything more into it is an
overreaction. History tells us
that nation-states on the
losing side of an insurgency
seldom lose militarily. They
simply lose their appetite for
a long war. More precisely,
decision-makers are forced to
disengage by domestic public
opinion and/or international
pressure. But our forces in
Chhattisgarh are not
invading armies.

R oasikumar

in their own heartland, backed by the full
force of public opinion and faith in the legit-
imacy of their cause.

In the context of our Maoist challenge, I
don’t see us being defeated militarily or fac-
ing a public clamour for withdrawal happen-
ing anytime soon. Despite the current set-
back, the level of bloodshed is negligible
compared to the overall deployment and,
therefore, is unlikely to turn public opinion.
The fact that the Indian state has adopted a
broad policy of economic development, mil-
itary restraint and gradual attrition and re-
jected indiscriminate violence in the Naxal
theatre is the democratically prudent and
morally just course of action. This hasn’t dis-
suaded Maoist sympathisers from gaining in-
ternational attention through relentless
propaganda against our security forces.
However, such attacks also help in exposing
their true nature and hardening public re-
solve against them.

The finger-pointing and breast-beating at
this debacle are along expected lines but it
must be taken with a large pinch of salt. We
have enough examples of successful, police
led CI Ops in our country. Why we are not able
to replicate these successes in Chhattisgarh
is a matter of larger political issues, well be-
yond the narrow scope of operational tactics
and individual lapses of police leadership. Not
just the politics, the geography and demogra-
phy of the Naxal-affected areas, make it an
even more complex challenge of internal se-
curity. Our public opinion is rightly reluctant
to adopt a brute force strategy as the prime
ingredient of a comprehensive solution.

Nevertheless, despite this tragic setback
in Tekulagudem, the revolution has zero
chance of success in India’s own long war.

The writeris an IPS officer.
Views are personal

Towards digital atmanirbharta

Public policies must provide enabling environment, level-playing field

RAMESH ABHISHEK

THE INTERNET as a channel of communica-
tion was invented over five decades ago.
Essentially, it was a medium for researchers
and scientists to communicate with one an-
other. Little did one know that this medium
will grow and go on to govern an average hu-
man’s life in multiple ways. One sector that has
significantly evolved with this inventionis the
consumer retail sector. With their efficient,
quick and reliable logistics network, e-com-
merce platforms have nudged consumer be-
haviour patterns from an offline to an online
shopping mode. The utility was also made ev-
ident during the pandemic when the world
came to a standstill. E-commerce emerged as
an enabler in ensuring the availability of es-
sentials to the masses.

E-commerce is going to be increasingly im-
portantin the future of retail shoppingin India
and the world over. It is estimated to become
a $100 billion industry by 2024, which was at
$38.5 billion until 2017.In just one festive week
of October 2020, the reported sales online have
been to the extent of $4.1 billion.

The numbers show India’s story, where the
dependence on online retail is alike from met-
ropolitan to tier III cities. The trend will con-
tinue to grow with the government’s impetus
on digital literacy, also supported by the in-
creasing penetration of internet and smart-
phone users. However, what the sectorlacks s

epaper“ne'ss.cnm

the bandwidth of operation.

For any trade or industry to flourish, a sig-
nificant role in its success is played by the op-
erational policies. An investor-friendly envi-
ronment not only catalyses the growth of a
sector but relevant policy interventions by law-
makers go along way in ensuring compliance.
Both over-regulation and under-regulation are
detrimental to the healthy future of any busi-
ness entity. Inaddition to the FDI Policy/FEMA,
otherlaws such as IT Act, Consumer Protection
Act, and those pertaining to IP and copyright,
regulate the e-commerce sector in India. Of
these, the FDI policy plays an important role
as massive investments are needed to build
and strengthen the entire ecosystem of the e-
commerce sector in the country.

FDI policy on e-commerce needs to be
viewed as part of the FDI policy on trade. Due
to historical reasons, FDI policies on trade have
evolved over time as policy-making was done
from time to time mostly responding to the
needs of the market coupled with political fea-
sibility. Thus, FDI policy in cash and carry or
wholesale B2B operations s different (100 per
cent FDI allowed under automatic route) com-
pared to highly restrictive FDI policy on retail
B2C trade. Similarly, an artificial distinction
was created between single-brand retail and
multi-brand retail as opposition to multi-
brand retail was strong: 100 per cent FDI s al-

lowed under automatic route in single-brand
retail whereas FDI regime in multi-brand retail
is quite restricted. E-commerce is not allowed
under FDI policy in multi-brand retail.

Manufacturers are, however, allowed to
sell their goods through e-commerce also
without any restriction. The FDI policy on e-
commerce is quite different as e-commerce
platforms are allowed to work only as a mar-
ketplace with permission to provide certain
specified services to sellers and buyers.
However, FDI is allowed in the inventory
model when these platforms sell fresh farm
produce made in India. There is no specific
policy on FDI in e-commerce for exports
though it can probably be justified as there is
no sale to domestic consumers and hence,
there should not be any objection to e-com-
merce platforms themselves owning inven-
tories purely for exports.

The above only shows the need for acom-
prehensive FDI policy on trade that takes care
of the needs of all the stakeholders:
Producers, consumers, service providers in
the supply chain and small traders. The poli-
cies that have evolved over time need a relook
to balance the interests of all in a win-win
policy at a time when rapid expansion of the
retail, organised retail as well e-commerce
sector in India in coming years will create
huge opportunities for all. Today, our small

businesses employing an exceptionally large
number of workers need to use e-commerce
more and more to augment their sales. These
businesses compete against cheap imported
goods while they face many disadvantages
that unfairly dilutes their competitiveness.
E-commerce provides them with the means
toaccess amuch bigger market without hav-
ing to overly invest in marketing. This should
include more and more foreign markets.
Consumers, of course. have benefited enor-
mously from e-commerce. Also, the harmo-
nious working of online and offline retailers
is essential. With GST and the drive towards
digitisation, more small traders need to be
enabled to make the transition and take ad-
vantage of the expanding opportunities.

Public policies need to provide an enabling
environment and a level-playing field to pro-
mote and nurture competition and protect the
interests of all. Public policy on e-commerce
needs to place an equal premium on the views
and interests of all the stakeholders in the
ecosystem to strengthen our domestic busi-
nesses and create many more jobs and liveli-
hood opportunities in the country to fulfil the
dreams of Atmanirbhar Bharat.

The writer is a former secretary to the
Government of India, DPIIT. He is currently
advisor to Primus Partners Pvt. Ltd

Wrongtul
confinement

Delhi court granting bail to infant’s motherisa
welcome change during a pandemic in which legal
system has resisted release of prisoners

PRATIKSHA BAXI

FORWOMEN and children, life in Indian pris-
ons means being subjected to the patriarchy
of custodial institutions in unusually cruel
ways that have not found much judicial re-
flection in bail jurisprudence. For bail jurispru-
denceis foundationally adult, able-bodied and
male.Itdoes notempathise withwomenand
children, or the elderly and the afflicted. It does
notconsider the vicarious liability of the state
for the systemic and everyday forms of vio-
lence, humiliation and deprivation onwomen
or transgender undertrials. Custodial rape,
pregnancy or childbirth is not seen as cruel,
inhumane and degrading treatment of
women prisoners as women. Nor are the
rights of children of incarcerated parents put
at the centre of bail jurisprudence. The abject
state of women’s prisons, which is much
worse than male prisons, is often not seen as
a justified ground for the release of women
undertrials, even in a pandemic.

In State v. Suman Kumari, Additional
Sessions Judge Vishal Gogne made an im-
portant departure from malestream bail
jurisprudence by privileging the rights of
children of incarcerated parents. In this
case of dowry murder allegation, the court
noticed that the accused sister-in-law of
the dead victim was also a mother of a 21-
month infant. The mother, who was in
prison since December 9, 2020, had ap-
plied for regular bail.

Granting bail to the mother on April 2, the
court pointed out that the incarceration of
mothers amounts to the “de facto detention
of their infant/toddler wards”. This was seen
as a serious violation of Article 37 of the
United Nations Convention on the Rights of
the Child, 1989. Asalsoaviolation of the [ Act,
2015 which mandates the best interests of
the child as paramount and under Section 3
advocates “institutionalisation of the child as
astep of last resort”.

Further, the court points out that the child
in “de facto detention” must not suffer worse
custodial conditions than childrenin conflict
with the law or children in need of care and
protection. Further, the court calls for “empa-
thy” as “the ground for bail” to shine “light
upon the often-forgotten victims of incarcer-
ation viz the children of imprisoned parents.”
The legal gaze on the plight of children of in-
carcerated parents highlights the injustice of
such “detention without cause”.

This was aregular bail hearing — and most
of the accused’s incarceration with her young
baby was during the time when the prison
has been under lockdown and with little, if
any gynaecological, paediatric, legal or famil-
ial care. This order is very significant today as
the mutant COVID-19 ravages prisons.

Despite the 2020 NHRC recommenda-
tions to state governments to release women
prisoners, especially pregnant women, most

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

states have not recommended the release of
pregnant women or mothers with children
from prisons. In 2020, the high-powered
committee of the Delhi High Court did not
release all pregnant women or mothers with
infants, despite representations from
women’s rights activists and academics. Their
criteria for release were based on offence, du-
ration of sentence, nationality etc.

Ignoring, therefore, the Disaster
Management Act, 2005 (DMA) which con-
stitutes overcrowded prisons as hotspots of
mass contagion, and mandates that mitiga-
tion, rescue or relief must be read with
Section 61 of the DMA. Section 61 says that
the state must provide compensation and re-
lief to the victims of disaster and that “there
shall be no discrimination on the ground of
sex, caste, community, descent or religion”.
The disaster law recognises the differential
needs of women and other vulnerable pop-
ulations in prisons. Surely, the disaster law
must be read with prison rules so that all
women, children and transgender prisoners
are considered the most vulnerable popula-
tions, who deserve immediate rescue and re-
lief, mitigation and compensation.

Currently, a public interest litigation has
been filed in the Delhi High Court to release
prisoners on interim bail following reports
that 117 prisoners and 14 jail staff have been
infected as on April 17 in Tihar Jail where the
number of actual prisoners is more than dou-
ble the capacity. Fifty-five inmates and four
jail staff members have been infected in the
Sabarmati Central jail, while 198 prisoners
are infected in Maharashtra prisons. Forty-
four women prisoners are infected in the
Patialajail, while Gurdaspur Jail reported 200
cases. Pregnant women and children, who
cannot be given vaccines, continue to be im-
prisoned as a virulent virus sweeps through
our prisons. We can only hope that our courts
will release women and trans-prisoners and
provide them with the support to survive
once released, in this health emergency.

This pandemic has taught us that by re-
fusing to even give interim bail to women
undertrials, including mothers and preg-
nant women or the elderly and the seriously
ill, and victims of prison rape, the criminal
legal system is attached to a spectacular
form of cruelty. Courts have refused to
recognise that our prisons are overpopu-
lated and gendered by design. Unusually
cruel gendered, reproductive and sexual
punishment is built into the design of our
prisons which remain colonial.

We must, therefore, ask ourselves why
the decolonisation of the Indian prison sys-
tem has not yet begun? Itis high time that the
practice of imprisoning women, childrenand
sexual minorities in prisons, irrespective of
offence, nationality or exceptional laws, is
abolished altogether as the first step towards
decolonising the prison system. And non-cus-
todial measures replace the practice of im-
prisoning women undertrials. Our courts
need to strengthen law’s constitutional quest
for humanity, and displace its historical at-
tachment to custodial cruelty, as a basic fea-
ture of decolonising Indian law.

The wrriteris associate professor, Centre for
the Study of Law and Governance, JNU

STOP THE SPIN

THISREFERS TO the article, ‘Elections are
less free and fair’ (IE, April 18). The colum-
nist asks, “The most egregious action of
the ECwas spreading the election calen-
darin West Bengal over eight phasesand
33 days. Tamil Nadu, Kerala and
Puducherry have, together,404 seatsand
elections could be held on one day, April
6. Why does West Bengal with 294 seats
require eight days?” West Bengal has a
history of multi-phase elections keeping
inview the requirement of security forces
and input on law and order situation in
the state. Staggering of polls in multiple
phases becomes essential to ensure ef-
fective and efficient use of resources and
security. Another claim s, “For example,
inTamil Nadu, the EChas notbeen able to
stop the distribution of money. Money is
offered to — and accepted by — practi-
cally every voter.” As West Bengal has
specific condition of law and order con-
cerns, Tamil Nadu has the concern of
money power. The zero tolerance ap-
proach of the commission can be gauged
by the fact that stringent actions were
taken against erring officials in a case in
Tiruchirappalli. It is despicable to ignore
the hard facts and build a political narra-
tive to criticise a constitutional authority,
which has thrived on public trust in the
era of heightened political competitive-
ness and slugfest.

Sheyphali Sharan, ECI spokesperson

UNHEALTHY TREND

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, ‘Disease
politics’ (IE, April 20). It is a pity that the
all-powerful ruling party, the BJP,and the
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Congress, instead of coming forward on
their own to exchange their ideas and
suggestions to deal with the second more
furious surge of the COVID-19, are firing
broadsides at each other.

Tarsem Singh, Mahilpur

REACTIVE BJP

THISREFERS TO the report, ‘Finally, BJP cuts
back in Bengal: ‘Now dangerous to hold
big rallies’ (IE, April 20). PM Narendra
Modi’s appeal for symbolic Kumbh Mela
to strengthen fight against the pandemic
lostitslustrewhenhe marvelled at the size
of the crowd at his Asansol poll rally the
same day. The Election Commission’s in-
ability to club the remaining 3-4 phases of
West Bengal polling isdismaying. Perhaps
for the first time, it was the Opposition’s
narrative to which BJPreacted defensively.

LRMurmu, Delhi
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Idriss Deby

CHAD
President killed
onfrontline, son

totake over

N’Djamena: Chad's
President Idriss Deby,
who ruled his country for
more than 30 years and
was an important
Western ally in the fight
against Islamist militants
in Africa, has been killed
on the frontline against
rebels in the north. Deby's
son, Mahamat Kaka, was
named interim president
by a transitional council of

military officers,
spokesman Azem
Bermendao Agouna said

inabroadcast on state tel-
evision. “Marshal Idriss
Deby Itno, as he did each
time that the institutions
of the republic were
gravely threatened, took
control of operations dur-
ing the heroic combat led
against the terrorists from
Libya. He was wounded
during the fighting and
died once repatriated to
N'Djamena,” Bermendao
said. REUTERS

NEPAL
Formerroyals
test positive for
Covid-19

Kathmandu:  Former
Nepal King Gyanendra
Shah and his wife Komal
have tested Covid-19 pos-
itive, days after they re-
turned from a ten-day visit
to India. Shah (73) had
participated in the shahi
snan at the Kumbh Mela
in Haridwar on April 12,
where he had beeninvited
as the ‘Vishwa Hindu
Samrat’. The royals had
tested negative for the
virus on April 17,a day be-
fore they had boarded a
flight back to Nepal. ENS

UNITED STATES
Exvice-president
Walter Mondale
diesat93

Minneapolis: Former Vice
President Walter F
Mondale, a liberal icon
who lost one of the most
lopsided presidential
elections after bluntly
telling voters to expect a
tax increase if he won,
died Monday. He was 93.
The death of the former
senator, ambassador and
Minnesota attorney gen-
eral was announced in a
statement from his fam-
ily. No cause was cited.
Mondale followed the
trail blazed by his politi-
cal mentor, Hubert H.
Humphrey, from
Minnesota politics to the
US Senate and the vice
presidency, serving under
Jimmy Carter. AP

Resolution seeking expulsion of French

ambassador tabled in Pak Parliament

Speaker says he would like to give time to the House for discussion, adjourns session till Friday

SAJJAD HUSSAIN &
M ZULQERNAIN
ISLAMABAD, LAHORE, APRIL 20

SUCCUMBING TO Islamists’ de-
mands, the Pakistan govern-
ment on Tuesday decided to in-
troduce a resolution in
Parliament to expel the French
ambassador and quash all crim-
inal cases filed against the
banned radical party TLP after
they reached a deal following a
marathon round of talks.

The agreement came a day
after Prime Minister Imran Khan
said that the expulsion of the
French ambassador was nota so-
lution to stop the incidences of
blasphemy in the western world,
noting that “it will only trigger
incidents of blasphemy in other
countries as in the West they call
it freedom of expression”.

“Under a marathon round of
talks and an agreement reached
with the Tehreek-e-Labbaik
Pakistan (TLP), a resolution on
the expulsion of the French am-
bassador will be presented on
Tuesday in the National
Assembly,” Interior Minister
Sheikh Rashid said in a video
statement.

The cases against TLP work-
ers, registered under terrorism
charges, will also be quashed.
Besides, the names of TLP lead-
ers from the Fourth Schedule
will also be taken off, Rashid said.

The expulsion of the French
ambassador is one of the main

Yl Ambassador of

Bunt Out The
Blasphemous
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Supporters of Tehreek-e-Labiak Pakistan at a protest in Lahore on Tuesday. AP/PTI

four demands of the radical
Islamist party, which was
banned last week after its mem-
bers staged violent anti-France
protests across the country.

On Monday, the National
Assembly session was adjourned
to meet again on April 22.
However, shortly after the min-
ister's statement, a session of the
lower house of Parliament was
summoned in the late afternoon.

Hours later, a resolution was
tabled in the National Assembly
for the expulsion of the French
ambassador from Pakistan over
the issue of blasphemous car-
toons being published there.

Anti-coup protesters at a rally in Yangon on Tuesday. AP

ASEAN calls summit
on Myanmar crisis

REUTERS
LONDON, APRIL 20

SOUTHEAST ASIAN countries
will discuss the crisis in
Myanmar ata summit in Jakarta
on Saturday, the ASEAN bloc’s
secretariat said on Tuesday, but
Thailand’s prime minister said
several will be represented only
by their foreign ministers.

Prime Minister Prayuth
Chan-ocha said he would not be
attending and that Thailand
would be represented by Deputy
PM Don Pramudwinai, who is
also foreign minister.

“Some other countries will
also send their foreign minis-
ters,” Prayuth, a former army
chiefwholed a coup in Thailand
in 2014, told reporters after a
weekly cabinet meeting.

A Thai government official
said on Saturday that Myanmar
junta chief Min Aung Hlaing
would go to Jakarta, although the
Myanmar government has not
commented. However, this is

seen as unlikely - in previous
stints of military rule, Myanmar
has usually been represented at
regional meetings by a prime
minister or foreign minister.
The 10-member ASEAN has
been trying to find a way to
guide fellow member Myanmar
out of the bloody turmoil that it
descended into after the military
overthrew an elected govern-
ment, led by Nobel laureate
Aung San Suu Kyi, on February 1.
But there have been diver-
gentviews among ASEAN mem-
bers over how to respond to the
army's use of lethal force against
civilians and the group's policies
of consensus and non-interfer-
ence in each others’ affairs have
limited its ability to act.
Indonesia, Malaysia, the
Philippines and Singapore have
sought to ramp up pressure on
the junta. Thailand, Myanmar's
neighbour, has said it is “gravely
concerned" about escalating
bloodshed, but close military ties
and fears of a flood of refugees
mean it is unlikely to go further.

Amjad Ali Khan of the ruling
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI)
party presented the resolutionin
the National Assembly with
Speaker Asad Qaiser in the chair.
Technically, it was not an official
document as it was moved by a
member in his private capacity
butit was accepted for discussion.

The resolution condemned
the publication of blasphemous
caricatures by French magazine
Charlie Hebdo in September last
year and expressed regret over
the French's president “encour-
agement of the elements hurting
the sentiments of the hundreds
of millions of Muslims in the

EU agency links
J&J shot to rare
clots, says

odds favour use

MARIACHENG
LONDON, APRIL 20

THE EUROPEAN Union'’s drug
regulatory agency said Tuesday
that it found a “possible link” be-
tween Johnson & Johnson’s
Covid-19 vaccine and extremely
rare blood clots and recom-
mended a warning be added to
the label. But experts at the
agency reiterated that the vac-
cine’s benefits outweigh the risks.

The European Medicines
Agency made its determination
after examining a small number
of clot cases in people vaccinated
in the US. It said these problems
should be considered “very rare
side effects of the vaccine.”

J&] immediately announced
itwill revise its label as requested
and resume vaccine shipments
to the EU, Norway and Iceland.
In a statement, it said: “The
safety and well-being of the peo-
ple who use our products is our
number one priority.”

Following the EMA’s decision,
EU Health and Food Safety
Commissioner Stella Kyriakides
tweeted that vaccinations save
lives and added: “I urge Member
States to follow the opinion of our
experts.”

Last week, J&] halted its
Europeanrollout of the vaccine af-
ter USS. officials recommended a
pauseinits use because of six cases
of a very rare type of blood clot
among nearly 7 million Americans
vaccinated with the formula.

Widespread use of the shot in
Europe hasnotyetstarted. AP

name of freedom of expression”.

“The House condemns the
publication of insulting sketches
by the controversial French mag-
azine Charlie Hebdo and Muslims
around the world had also ex-
pressed outrage at the publica-
tion of the sketches,” the resolu-
tion added.

The main Opposition
Pakistan Muslim League Nawaz
(PML-N) and Jamiat Ulema-e-
Islam (JUI-F) attended the ses-
sion but the Pakistan People's
Party boycotted it.

Ahsan Igbal of PML-N de-
manded that the resolutions
should be presented by Khan or

Strained
® relations

EXPLAINED

RELATIONS BETWEEN
Paris and Islamabad be-
came more strained after
President Emmanuel
Macron paid tribute late
last year to a French
teacher who was be-
headed by a man of
Chechen origin for show-
ing cartoons depicting
the Prophetinalesson
on free speech. Many
Muslims consider such
cartoons blasphemous.
Macron maintains that
free speech s a funda-
mental right in France.

some minister to make it an offi-
cial document and the govern-
ment should bring a new reso-
lution after discussion with the
opposition.

Speaker Qaisar said that he
would like to give time to the
House for discussion to come up
with the consensus document
and adjourned the session until
Friday.

Earlier, Interior Minister
Sheikh Rashid said that the TLP
has agreed to call off its sit-in in
Lahore and elsewhere in the
country. The TLP had given an
April 20 deadline to expel the
French ambassador. PTI
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BusH CRITICISES REPUBLICAN ISOLATIONISM

Former US President George W Bush has said that the Republican Party he
served has become “isolationist, protectionist and, to a certain extent, nativist” and
says he's especially concerned about anti-immigration rhetoric. “It's a beautiful
country we have and yet it's not beautiful when we condemn, call people names
and scare people about immigration,” Bush told NBC'’s “Today” show on Tuesday.

Xi calls for fairer
world order amid
rivalry with US

REUTERS
BEIJING, APRIL 20

CHINESE PRESIDENT Xi Jinping
onTuesday called for arejection
of hegemonic power structures
in global governance, amid
growing tensions between
Washington and Beijing over a
widening range of issues includ-
ing alleged human rights abuses.

Speaking at the annual Boao
Forum for Asia, Xi criticised ef-
forts by some countries to "build
barriers" and "decouple”, which
he said would harm others and
benefit no one.

China has long called for re-
forms of the global governance
system to better reflect a more
diverse range of perspectives
and values from the interna-
tional community, including its
own, instead of those of a few
major nations.

It has also repeatedly clashed
with the biggest stakeholders in
world governance, particularly
the United States, over arange of
issues from human rights to
China's economic influence over
other countries.

"The world wants justice, not
hegemony,” Xi said in remarks
broadcast to the forum.

"A big country should look
like a big country by showing
that it is shouldering more re-
sponsibility,” he said.

While Xi did not identify any
country in his remarks, Chinese
officials have in recent times re-
ferred to U.S. “hegemony” in

Chinese President Xi Jinping

public criticisms of
Wiashington’s global projection
of power in trade and geopoli-
tics.

On Friday, US President Joe
Biden held his first face-to-face
White House summit since tak-
ing office, in a meeting with
Japanese Prime Minister
Yoshihide Suga in which China
topped the agenda.

Both leaders said they "share
serious concerns" about the hu-
man rights situation in Hong
Kong and China's Xinjiang re-
gion, where Washington has
said Beijing is perpetrating a
genocide against Muslim
Uighurs. China has denied
abuses.

China's trade practices werea
focus of an intense tariff war be-
tween Beijing and Washington
under the Trump administra-
tion, with the United States ac-
cusing Beijing of unfair sub-
sidiaries that give Chinese
companies unfair advantage
abroad and forced transfers of
technology and intellectual

property.

Nepal’s Oli uses Hindutva as key
agenda for the next election

YUBARAJ GHIMIRE
KATHMANDU, APRIL 20

With the ruling Nepal
Communist Party fragmented,
and the campaign to dislodge
the present regime taking a
more aggressive form, Prime
Minister K P Oli seems to have
adopted twin strategy of ex-
pelling dissidents from the party,
and adopting Hindutva as the
major electoral plank.

On Tuesday, observed as
Chaitra Mahaastami, Oli spent a
substantial time in "worship and
bhajan" at his official residence,
where three newly built idols of
Ram, Sita and Lakshman had
been brought before their cere-
monial installation at Chitwan's
Madi area, which Oli has claimed
is the "real" birthplace of Ram,
rather thanin Ayodhya, asis gen-
erally believed.

Nepal PM K P Oli

The three idols were be in-
stalled at Ayodhyapuri area of
Madi, around 180 km from
Kathmandu, on Wednesday on
the occasion of Ram Navami. Oli
seems to believe that establish-
ment of the idols and the result-
ant Hindutva wave it creates will
sway heavily in his favour in a
country where more than 85 per
cent of the population is Hindu

Immediately after the reli-
gious function was over, Oli

served a showcause notice to 27
dissidents from the CPM-UML
party, which is being seen as a
prelude to their expulsion from
the party that will also result in
the loss of their membership of
the House.

The leaders served with the
showcause notice including for-
mer Prime Ministers Madhav
Kumar Nepal and Jhalnath Khanal.

As per the Constitution,
Parliamentarians of either House
lose their status as MPs if they
quit or are expelled from the
party that fielded them during
the elections. Oli is using that
clause to expel dissidents in
phases and batches, so that their
number is less than 40 per cent
of the total strength required to
be qualified as a "division".

With the dissidents MPs ex-
pelled, the effective strength of
the House would come down
drastically, which would make it

Merkel’s bloc chooses Laschet as
chancellor candidate, rival concedes

ASSOCIATED PRESS
BERLIN, APRIL20

ARMIN LASCHET has won his ri-
val's backing to lead Chancellor
Angela Merkel's center-right
blocinto the German electionin
September, after a bruising
power struggle.

Markus Soeder said Tuesday
he will back Laschet, the head of
Merkel's Christian Democratic

'“’ Armin

Laschet

Union, after the latter's party lead-
ership gave him majority support.
Soeder said that “the die is
cast: Armin Laschet will be the
chancellor candidate of the
Union.”
Soeder had faced off against

Laschet for over a week in a
standoff that laid bare deep divi-
sions in Merkel's party.

The Union blocis the last ma-
jor party to nominate a candi-
date for chancellor in the
September 26 parliamentary
election, in which Merkel is not
seeking a fifth four-year term.

Laschet is the governor of
Germany's most populous state,
North Rhine-Westphalia. Soeder
is the governor of Bavaria.

‘We know how to defend our interests’: Putin’s emerging hard line

ANTON TROIANOVSKI
KYIV, UKRAINE, APRIL 20

THE WORLD according to
President Vladimir V. Putin looks
like this: Russia is on the rise
while the West is in chaos.

The West, spurred on by a
new American president who is
more anti-Russian than his pred-
ecessor, seeks Russia’s —and Mr.
Putin’s — destruction.

And it is time for Russia, im-
bued with a moral authority and
a thinning supply of patience, to
hit back.

“They may think that we are
like them, but we are different,
with a different genetic, cultural
and moral code,” Mr. Putin said
last month, excoriating the US.
“We know how to defend our in-
terests.”

As he masses troops near
Ukraine, puts down domestic dis-
sent and engages in a fast-inten-
sifying conflict with President
Biden, Mr. Putin is on the verge of
decisions that could define anew,
even harder-line phase of his pres-
idency. On Wednesday, Mr. Putin
is scheduled to deliver his annual
state-of-the-nation address, a
speech that could shed light on
justhow farheis prepared toesca-
late tensions with the West.

Now in his third decade in
power, Mr. Putin, 68, appears
more convinced than ever of his
special, historic role as the father
of areborn Russian nation, fight-
ing at home and abroad against
a craven, hypocritical, morally
decaying West.

Mr. Putin has made movesin
recent weeks that, even by his
standards, signal an escalationin

ﬂpaper..nta)-'ss.cnm

Vladimir Putin is in his third decade in power. Reuters file

his conflict with those he per-
ceives as his enemies, foreign
and domestic. Russian prosecu-
tors last week filed suit to outlaw
the organization of the opposi-
tion leader Aleksei A. Navalny, a

step that could resultin the most
intense wave of political repres-
sion in post-Soviet Russia.

To his critics and much of the
outside world, Mr. Putin’s recent
actions look like paranoia. But to

his supporters and to analysts
who follow him closely, his
moves have a certain internal
logic — revolving around the
conviction that the West seeks
to weaken Russia and that Mr.
Putinis integral to its strength.

The election of Mr. Biden, de-
spite his promise to be tough on
Russia, initially gave the Kremlin
hope, analysts say. He was seen
as more professional, reliable
and pragmatic than President
Donald J. Trump.

Then came the television in-
terview in March in which Mr.
Biden assented when asked
whether Mr. Putin was a “killer.”
Amonth later, that moment — to
which Russian officials and com-
mentators responded with a
squall of prime-time-televised,
anti-American fury —lookslike a
turning point. It was followed by

last week’s raft of American sanc-
tions against Russia, combined
with Mr. Biden'’s call for a summit
meeting with Mr. Putin, which to
many Russians looked like a
crude American attempt to nego-
tiate from a position of strength.
How far Mr. Putin goes in
striking back against the West’s
real or imagined hostility is still
an open question. In the state
news media, the mood music is
dire. On the flagship weekly
news show on the Rossiya 1
channel Sunday, host Dmitri
Kiselyov closed a segment on Mr.
Putin’s showdown with Mr.
Biden by reminding viewers of
Poseidon — a new weapon in
Russia’s nuclear arsenal that MIr.
Putin revealed three years ago.
Still, there are signs that Mr.
Putin does not want tensions with
the West to spiral out of control.

As Europe and the US scram-
bled to assess the Russian troop
buildup inlate March, Russia’s top
military officer, Gen. Valery V.
Gerasimov, spoke on the phone
with his American counterpart,
Gen. Mark A. Milley. On Monday,
Nikolai Patrushev, secretary of Mr.
Putin’s Security Council, dis-
cussed the prospect of a presiden-
tial summit with Jake Sullivan, Mr.
Biden’s national security adviser.
And the Kremlin said this week
that Mr. Putin would speak at M.
Biden’s online climate change
meeting on Thursday.

“Putin very much believes in
his mission as a great, historic
figure with responsibility not
only for Russia, but also for global
security,” Ms. Stanovaya said.
“He doesn’t understand how it is
that the American president
doesn’t feel the same way.” NYT

easier for the government to
pass any Bill or to defeat a no-
trust motion.

Oli's move comes as the
Nepal Communist Party-Maoist
Centre is preparing to formally
withdraw its support to the gov-
ernment and move a no-trust
motion in the House, and is so-
liciting support of all other op-
position parties.

This is not the first time Oli is
trying to be seen a devout Hindu.
Months after he publicly said
that he did not believe in God.
and that if ever any God was
born, it was Karl Marx, Oli went
for an elaborate puja at the
Pashupatinath Temple in
January and ordered the replace-
ment of the silver "Jalahari” (at
the bottom of the Lingam that
gives passage to liquid offerings
down to the Bagmati river) with
80 kg gold at the government's
expense.

Senior Pakistani
journalist shot
after criticizing
the military

SALMAN MASOOD
ISLAMABAD, APRIL 20

A VETERAN Pakistani journalist
who has been critical of the
country’s powerful military es-
tablishment was shot near his
home on Tuesday but survived,
officials said.

The journalist, Absar Alam,
who has also served as the chair-
man of the country’s electronic
media regulatory authority, was
wounded when he was shot
during an evening walk at a park
near his residence in Islamabad
on Tuesday. Officials said Mr.
Alam was in stable condition.

There was no immediate
claim of responsibility for the at-
tack. Sheikh Rashid Ahmed, the
country’s interior minister, said
he has ordered an investigation,
and Fawad Chaudhry, the infor-
mation minister, condemned
what he called an assassination
attempt.

Mr. Alam did not make any
specific accusations about who
might be behind the attack. But
many journalists noted that just
two days before, he posted tweets
accusing the country’s powerful
intelligence chief, Lt. Gen. Faiz
Hameed, of pressuring him in
2018 to feature critical coverage
of the previous government, led
by the PML-N party, during anti-
government protests. NYT
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INDIATOTAL CASES
15,321,089

Source: Ministry of Health & Family
Welfare, updated at 11 pm on April 20

Study suggests those
who had Covid may need
only one vaccine dose

WORLD TOTAL CASES
142,304,499

Source: Johns Hopkins University,
updated at 11 pm on April 20

Signata
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vaccination centre
in California. The
F Pfizer and
Moderna vaccines
both use the
mRNA platform:;
the Penn Institute
study is on mRNA
vaccines. Reuters

PFIZER

PEOPLE WHO have recovered from
Covid-19 had a robust antibody re-
sponse after the first mRNA vaccine
dose, but little immune benefit after
the second dose, according to new re-
search from the Penn Institute of
Immunology. The study has been
published in Science Immunology.
The researchers said their findings
suggest that only a single vaccine dose
may be needed to pro-
duce a sufficient antibody
response. The team found
that those who did not
have Covid-19 did not
have a full immune re-

of memory B cells,” senior author E
John Wherry, director of the Penn
Institute of Immunology, said in a
statement issued by the University of
Pennsylvania.

The human immune response to
vaccines and infections results in two
major outcomes — the production of
antibodies that provide rapid immu-
nity, and the creation of memory B
cells that assist in long-
term immunity. This study
investigated how memory
B cell responses differ af-
ter vaccination in people
who previously experi-

sponse until after receiv- PAPER enced infection, com-
ing their second vaccine pared to those who have
dose, reinforcing the im- CLIP not had Covid-19.

portance of completing “Previous Covid-19
the two recommended NEW RESEARCH  mRNA vaccine studies on

vaccinated individuals

doses for achieving strong
levels of immunity.

The study provides more insight
on the underlying immunobiology of
mRNA vaccines, which could help
shape future vaccine strategies.

“These results are encouraging for
both short- and long-term vaccine ef-
ficacy, and this adds to our under-
standing of the mRNA vaccine im-
mune response through the analysis

have focused on antibodies more than
memory B cells. Memory B cells are a
strong predictor of future antibody re-
sponses, which is why it’s vital to
measure B cell responses to these vac-
cines. This effort to examine memory
B cells isimportant for understanding
long-term protection and the ability
to respond to variants,” Wherry said.

Source: University of Pennsylvania
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SIMPLY PUT QUESTION 8ANSWER

How & why of oxygen therapy

A huge demand for oxygen has underlined its importance in Covid-19 management. What happens in the
body that leads to some patients needing oxygen therapy? What is the protocol for such therapy?

KAUNAIN SHERIFFM
NEW DELHI,APRIL20

THE ONGOING second surge in Covid-19 cases
has seena hugerise in the demand for supple-
mental oxygen. What makes the gas sovitalin
Covid-19 management?

When does a Covid-19 patient need
oxygen support?

A small proportion of Covid-19 patients
need oxygen support, when shortness of
breath progresses to a more acute condition.
Most patients with Covid-19 have a respira-
tory tract infection, and in the most severe
cases their symptoms can include shortness
of breath. In a small proportion of such cases,
this can progress toamore severe and systemic
disease characterised by Acute Respiratory
Distress Syndrome (ARDS).

How does Covid-19 trigger shortness of
breath?

Shortness of breath occurs because of the
way Covid-19 affects the patient’s respiratory
system. The lungs enable the body to absorb
oxygen from the air and expel carbon dioxide.
When a personinhales, the tiny air sacs in the
lungs — alveoli — expand to capture this oxy-
gen, whichis then transferred to blood vessels
and transported through the rest of the body.

Respiratory epithelial cells line the respi-
ratory tract. Their primary function is to pro-
tect the airway tract from pathogens and in-
fections, and also facilitate gas exchange. And
the SARS-CoV-2 coronavirus can infect these
epithelial cells.

Tofight suchinfection, the body’simmune
system releases cells that trigger inflamma-
tion. When this inflammatory immune re-
sponse continues, itimpedes the regular trans-
fer of oxygen in the lungs. Simultaneously,
fluids too build up. Both these factors com-
bined make it difficult to breathe. Low levels
of oxygen triggered by Covid-19 are inflamma-
tory markers, which include elevated white
blood cell counts and neutrophil counts.

Is India witnessing more patients with
shortness of breath?

Yes. Data with the National Clinical Registry
for Covid-19 shows a new emerging trend dur-
ing the second wave: shortness of breathis the

Queue to fill cylinders with medical oxygen at a plant in Prayagraj. P11

most common clinical feature among sympto-
matic hospitalised patients at 47.5%, compared
to41.7% during the first wave. Simultaneously,
other symptoms have dropped significantly
compared to the first wave: dry cough (5.6% vs
1.5%); loss of smell (7.7% vs 2.2%); fatigue (24.2%
vs 11.5%); sore throat (16%vs 7.5%); muscle ache
(14.8%vs 6.3%).

How many symptomatic people now
require oxygen?

InIndia, as of Tuesday, 1.75% of the patients
were in ICU beds, 0.40% were on ventilator,and
4.03% were occupying oxygen beds. Since the
total active cases have now risen to 20,31,977,
the number of patients requiring oxygen beds
is significant.

On Monday, members of the national
Covid-19 task force said hospital data shows
thata significant 54.5% of hospital admissions
during the second wave required supplemen-
tal oxygen during treatment. This was a 13.4-
percentage-point increase compared to the
previous wave between September and
November, the data from40 centres across the
country shows. However, requirement of me-
chanical ventilation dropped during the sec-
ond wave: to 27.8% of admitted patients from
37.3% during the first wave.

Dr Balram Bhargava, DG, Indian Council of
Medical Research (ICIMR), said thereis limited
data on why more patients are requiring oxy-

gen,and this needs to be further studied. “This
(more patients requiring oxygen) could be ex-
plained by the fact that due to the sudden surge
of cases there is a panic, people wanted to get
admitted to hospitals, therefore oxygen re-
quirement suddenly shot up. But there is lim-
ited data from hospital settings and more will
have to be looked at. However, oxygen [re-
mains] animportant tool in the management
of Covid-19disease, particularly when oxygen
saturation has fallen,” Bhargava said.

In what conditions is oxygen used in
Covid-19 clinical management?

According to the clinical management pro-
tocol, a personis suffering from moderate dis-
ease when he or she is diagnosed with pneu-
monia with no signs of severe disease; with
the presence of clinical features of dyspnea
(shortness of breath) and/or hypoxia (when
the body is deprived of adequate oxygen sup-
ply at the tissue level); fever, cough, including
Sp0O2 (oxygen saturation level) less than 94%
(range 90-947%) in room air.

In moderate cases, oxygen therapy is the
primary form of treatment: the target is to
achieve 92-96% Sp02, or 88-92% in patients
with chronic obstructive pulmonary disease.
The devices for administering oxygen in mod-
erate disease are nasal prongs, masks, or masks
with breathing/non-rebreathing reservoir
bags, depending on requirement. The proto-

col also recommends awake proning (having
patients lie on their stomachs)as arescue ther-
apy to increase oxygenation.

Severe cases are defined in three cate-
gories: severe pneumonia, acute respiratory
distress syndrome, and sepsis. The clinical
management protocol recommends oxygen
therapy at 5 litres/min. When respiratory dis-
tress and/or hypoxemia of the patient cannot
be alleviated after receiving standard oxygen
therapy, the protocol recommends that high-
flow nasal cannula oxygen therapy or non-in-
vasive ventilation can be considered.
“Compared to standard oxygen therapy, High
Flow Nasal Cannula Oxygenation (HFNO) re-
duces the need for intubation. Patients with
hypercapnia (exacerbation of obstructive lung
disease), hemodynamic instability, multi-or-
gan failure, or abnormal mental status should
generally not receive HENO,” the protocol says.

Does a patient always show Covid
symptoms when their oxygen levels drop?

No. According to the FAQs on Covid-19 from
AIIMS e-ICUS, sudden deaths have been re-
ported at presentation to the emergency de-
partment, as well asin hospital. AIIMS has said
that the reasons that have been proposed in-
cludeasudden cardiacevent, preceding “silent
hypoxia” that went unnoticed, or due to a
thrombotic complication such as pulmonary
thromboembolism.

In silent hypoxia, patients have extremely
lowblood oxygen levels, yet do not show signs
of breathlessness. “In patients with silent hy-
poxia, the amount of oxygen carried in our
blood, otherwise known as blood oxygen level,
is lower than expected compared to the other
vital signs. Silent hypoxia is not usually an early
symptom to occur in Covid-19 patients. They
frequently arrive at the emergency room for
other reasons, such as muscle aches, fatigue,
fever and cough. Typically, when a patient be-
gins to demonstrate silent hypoxia, they al-
ready have other Covid-19 symptoms and may
be in critical condition,” the American Lung
Association says.

It recommends that instead of solely rely-
ing on a pulse oximeter, the patient should
monitor for gastrointestinal symptoms, mus-
cle soreness, fatigue, and changes in taste and
smell as well as the more common initial
symptoms such as fever, cough, and shortness
of breath.

Vaccine that targets multiple coronaviruses

KABIRFIRAQUE
NEW DELHI,APRIL20

USING A new platform, scientists have devel-
oped a Covid-19 vaccine that they say could of-
fer protection against not only existing and fu-
ture strains of the SARS-CoV-2 coronavirus, but
also other coronaviruses. The vaccineis cheap,
at$1adose,and has shown promising results
in early animal testing, the researchers have
reported in the journal PNAS.

How it’s different

The new vaccine-production platformwas
invented by Dr Steven L Zeichner of the
University of Virginia Health System (UVA). It
involves synthesising DNA that directs the pro-
duction of a piece of the virus. This caninstruct
the immune system how to mount an im-
mune response against the virus.

The vaccine, created by Zeichner and
Virgina Tech’s Dr Xiang-Jin Meng, targets a part
of the virus’s spike protein called the fusion
peptide. This compound is essentially univer-
salamong coronaviruses,and has notbeen ob-
served to differ at all in the many genetic se-
quences of SARS-CoV-2 obtained from around

the world, the researchers said.

“Other Covid-19 vaccines do not appear to
be specifically targeting the fusion peptide, to
my knowledge,” Zeichner said, in response to
anemailed question. “Most vaccinesin devel-
opment target either the entire spike protein,
or just the receptor binding domain (RBD).”

While antibodies against the RBD can pro-
vide good neutralising activity, there can be
mutations in the RBD that decrease somewhat
the effectiveness of the antibodies, he said. “I
think that making a vaccine that essentially re-
capitulates almost exactly the antigens made
by the virus may be mistaken. The virus has
evolved to be able to continue to live even in
the presence of an immune response. In a
sense, making a vaccine thatelicits animmune
response against an immunodominant anti-
genmay be ‘falling for’ the ‘tricks’ that the virus
has laid out for us,” he said.

How it works

There are other vaccines that instruct the
creation of a part of the virus. For example,
mRNA vaccines such as those developed by
Pfizer-BioNTech and Moderna, both in use in
the US, deliver mRNA (messenger RNA) carry-
ing instructions for creating the spike protein

of the coronavirus. The idea is that when the
real virus attacks, the immune system will
recognise the spike and mount a response.

How similar, then, is the new DNA-based
platform that delivers instructions encoding
for the fusion peptide? It is quite different from
mRNA, Zeichner said. In the new platform,
once DNA encoding for the fusion peptide has
been synthesised, it is inserted into another
small circle of DNA, called a plasmid, which
canreproduce within bacteria. The DNA plas-
mid is introduced into bacteria; this technique
uses the bacteria E coli.

“To make our vaccine, we grow the E coli,
theninactivate it with formalin,” Zeichner said.
“..Growing bacteriaand inactivating themisa
well-developed process, and the factories that
can do this already exist in many countries
around the world. The killed whole-cell cholera
vaccines can be made for <US$1/dose, which
can serve as a kind of benchmark. Growing
bacteria and inactivating them is easier and
much less expensive that making large quan-
tities of mRNA.”

Tests & results

Meng and Zeichner made two vaccines,
one designed to protect against Covid-19,and

another designed to protect against porcine
epidemic diarrhoea virus (PEDV). The latter,
which infects pigs, is also a coronavirus. When
PEDV first appeared in pig herds in the US, it
killed almost 10% of pigs in the country.

Both vaccines were found to protect the
pigs against illness caused by PEDV. The vac-
cines did not prevent infection, but protected
the pigs from developing severe symptoms.

What next

The researchers acknowledged that addi-
tional testing — including human trials —
would be required before their Covid-19 vac-
cine could be approved by regulatory agencies
around the world for use in people.

But what if the fusion peptide of SARS-
CoV-2, too, mutates? “I suppose anything is
possible, but to date this has not been ob-
served. All the SARS-CoV-2 sequenced to date
share the same core fusion peptide sequence
exactly,and every sequenced coronavirus has
anidentical 6 amino acid fusion peptide core,”
Zeichner said.

PEDV and SARS-CoV-2 arerelated, but dis-
tantly. “Yet, even these very distantly related
coronaviruses share the same 13 amino acid
fusion peptide core sequence,” Zeichner said.

How radical outfit forced Pakistan hand in move to expel French envoy

NIRUPAMA SUBRAMANIAN
MUMBAI,APRIL 20

ANY HOPE Pakistan might have had in
November 2020 that the death of Khadim
Hussain Rizvi would lead to the disintegra-
tion of the Tehreek-e-Labbaik Pakistan (TLP),
the extremist outfit he headed, has evapo-
rated. Pakistan’s decision to discuss in
Parliament a resolution demanding the ex-
pulsion of the French Ambassador to Pakistan
is the latest in a long series of surrenders to
the group and its radical agenda.

Old demand, new leader

The violence and chaos in Pakistan all of
last week around TLP’s demand that Pakistan
send back the Ambassador has its roots in a
protest in November 2020 in response to
French President Emmanuel Macron’s land-
mark speech on Islam and the French way.

Khadim Rizvi was alive then. He sum-
moned a huge rally to march on Islamabad
from Rawalpindi to make the point that
Pakistani Muslims were wounded by
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Macron’s defence of the right to caricature
the Prophet as integral to freedom of expres-
sion and French secularism.

As police tried to stop the march with tear
gas and lathis, there was rioting. The rallyists
sat on a dharna on an arterial road, blocking
access to the capital Islamabad, while Khadim
gave fiery speeches from Karachi.

The government caved in. Interior
Minister Ejaz Shah purportedly signed off on
awritten agreement that Parliament would
decide on the expulsion of the French diplo-
matwithin three months and on the demand
of Pakistan not stationing an Ambassador in
Paris. It would release all TLP workers arrested
in the clashes, and not register any cases.
Although the government did not confirm
the written agreement, it did not deny it ei-
ther. Khadim died hours after declaring vic-
tory, likely due to Covid-19.Saad Hussain, his
son, was anointed the new leader.

Brewing since January

In January, Saad reminded the govern-
ment of its agreement, warning that three
months would end on February 17. Five days
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TLP rally in Lahore on Tuesday. Reuters

before the deadline, the government reached
another agreement, that it would place the
matter before Parliament by April 20. In the
first few days of April, the government was
negotiating with TLP to buy time, but as large
crowds started gathering in Rawalpindi, the
government arrested Saad. Thatled toaweek
of clashes and rioting in Rawalpindi and
Lahore. Four policemen were killed; over 800
were injured. France asked all its citizens to
leave Pakistan. On April 15, the government
banned the group, includingitinits list of pro-

scribed terrorist organisations under its Anti-
Terrorism Act.

By the weekend, TLP had taken 11 police-
men hostage at Lahore. By Sunday, the gov-
ernment was back to negotiating with TLP for
the freedom of the captured policemen. They
were released on Monday, and on Tuesday, a
member of the ruling party, Pakistan Tehreek-
e-Insaf, moved a private member’s Bill for the
expulsion of the French envoy to Islamabad.
The government has said Parliament will dis-
cuss itand arrive at consensus decision.

Saad hasbeenreleased, and so have other
TLP cadres. It is unclear if the ban on TLP has
been lifted, but that s likely to happen too.

TLPhas emerged stronger from the stand-
off, and Saad has cemented his leadership.

Barelvi and radical

Therise and rise of TLP of has been unique
evenin Pakistan, whose military-dominated
history has been shaped over the last four
decades by radical Islamist groups under the
enabling gaze of the security establishment.

Birthed only five years ago, it has man-
aged to come out winning each time it takes

to the streets. TLP was founded after the
hanging of Mumtaz Qadri. Khadim had been
a supporter of Qadri, the police bodyguard
who in January 2011 killed Salman Taseer,
then the Governor of Punjab province.

A government-appointed cleric at a
mosque in Lahore, Khadim started Tehreek
Rihai Mumtaz Qadri (Movement to free
Mumtaz Qadri) after Qadri was jailed for the
assassination. Following his execution in
February 2016, Rizvi renamed the movement
Tehreek-e-Labbaik Ya Rasoolullah in 2016. It
morphed into a political party, TLP, which
contested the 2018 general elections, and
won two seats in the Sindh Assembly.

TLPis a Barelvi movement. Most Barelvis
are viewed as middle-of-the-road, moderate
Sunni Muslims. Half of Pakistan identify as
Barelvi, whose practice of Islam is suffused
more with Sufi traditions prevalent across
South Asia, than with the Saudi Wahabism
that reigns over jihadi tanzeems.

Khadim channelled the belief that there
canbe no forgiveness for blaspheming against
the Prophet, and turned it into raw street
power. His biggest success was in forcing gov-

ernments to abandon the idea of reforming
the draconian blasphemy laws.

Relations with Pak army

Khadim made it clear that he trusted the
Pakistan Army more than politicians. It was
only after adeal brokered and underwritten by
the army that TLP called off a 2017 siege on
the capital,accusing the PML(N)government
for trying todilute anti-Ahmadi clauses in the
Constitution. For the government the deal was
a surrender. A minister had to apologise and
resign. As the rallyists dispersed, anarmy gen-
eral handed them envelopes with cash.

Prime Minister Imran Khan, who in
November had criticised Marcon’s speech, on
Monday made the case that cutting off ties
with France, as TLP was demanding, was sui-
cidal for Pakistan’s economy. It would hurt
Pakistan more than France. EU is the largest
market for Pakistan’s textile exports. It would
lead to closure of factories and unemploy-
ment in Pakistan, he said.

The message did not go down well. It only
added to TLP’s popularity. And the govern-
ment has had to eat crow, once again.
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Itis for general information that
| Arunmozhi Ramesh S/o Sh.
Arockia Doss R/0 4, Rajniwas
Marg, Civil Lines, North Delhi,
Delhi-110054 declare that my
name has been wrongly
written as Arunmozhi Ramesh
Ainmy 10th Class Educational
document. The correct nameis
Arunmozhi Ramesh.

0040569998-5

wani umerSi
R/0 83, Raja Bandh, Rajabandh
Birai, Balesar, Jodhpur,
Rajasthan-342306, have
changed my name to Bhawani
Singh

0070738888-1

TDeepakKumarS/oMadan
Mohan Sah R/o Bahari
Begampur Satichowra, Patna
City, PO-Jhauganj, PS Bypass
Thana, Patna, Bihar-800009,
have changed my name to
Deepak Shah

0070738903-1

Mamta Gaba D/0 Hans Raj
Gaba and W/o Ramesh Kumar
R/0281,Sham Nagar, Near
Meera Ghati Chowk, Karnal,
Haryana-132001, have changed
my name to Sonia Rani

0070738892-1

I, Aditya Chauhan S/0 Yesvir
Singh Chauhan R/01-104,
Greater Noida Alpha-2, Rampur
Jagir, Gautam Buddha Nagar,
UP-201306, that name of my
father has been wrongly
written as Yashvir Singh
Chauhan in my Educational
Documents. The actual name
of my fatheris Yesvir Singh
Chauhan

0070738890-1

I Gopal Kahar S/o Nikhil Kahar
R/o Fatehpur Maddha,
Fatehpur Birbhum, Mallarpur,
West Bengal-731216, have
changed my name to Abhik
Mallick

0070738885-1

LHARBINAKAUR
RANDHAWA,W/0 SH.BALTE)J
SINGH RANDHAWA,RESIDENT
OF,B-102, RIDGEVIEW NEW IFS
APARTMENT, SECTOR-54,
GURGRAM, HARYANA,HAVE
CHANGED MY NAME,FROM
HARBINA KAUR RANDHAWA TO
HARBINA RANDHAWA.VIDE-
AFFIDAVIT, DATED.23-MAR-
2021.

0040570031-8

I, Vishnu Swaroop,S/0
Shri.Pooran Mal Sharma,R/o0 A-
133B,2nd-Floor,Ashoka
Enclave-2,Sector-37,Faridabad,
Haryana,have changed my
name to Vishnu Swaroop
Sharma, for all purposes.

0040570031-3

l, Vishal S/o Sunder
Singh,R/0.H.N0.151, Near-
Uncha Gaon,Prem-
Nagar,Yadav-Colony, Near-
manavta hospital Ballabgarh,
Faridabad (Haryana)-
121004,have changed my name
to Vishal Choudhary.

0040570031-6

I, Shahnawaz S/0-Mohammad
Salim.Village+Po-Rajoi Dist-
Aurangabad Bihar. Have
changed my name to
Shahnawaz salim.

0040570031-7

I, Kiran Padiyara D/o Late
Cyprian Tirkey R/o B-263,
South Moti Bagh, Nanakpura,
New Delhi-110021, Have
changed my name to Kiran
Tirkey for all future purposes.

0040570031-4

I, KOMAL, W/O KAMAL SINGH,
H.NO-1115,SECTOR-3,
VASUNDHRA, GHAZIBAD, U.P-
201012, changed my name to
GEETA SINGH.

0040570031-1

I, Jhalak Vatsyayan D/o Shalabh
Vatsyayan R/o F-101, Sector 41,
Noida have changed my nhame
from Jhalak to Jhalak
Vatsyayan for all purposes.

0040570005-1

l, JYOTIKA GROVER HALLAN,W/O
TEJINDERPAL SINGH, R/0.B-
1204, RAJHANS APARTMENT,
AHINSA-KHAND-1,
INDIRAPURAM, GHAZIABAD,
U.P.201014, Changed my name
to JYOTIKA.

0040570031-2

I, Deepak Kumar
Mukeria@Deepak Kumar,S/o
Murari Lal Mukeria,H.No.I-29,
Dharam-Colony,Palam-
Vihar.Extn., Gurugram
(Haryana)-122017.have
changed my name to Deepak
Mukeria.

0040570031-5

| Himanshu S/o Krishan
Chander R/o VPO Daharana,
Chimni, Jhajjar, Haryana-
124412, have changed my name
to Himanshu Kumar

0070738887-1

| Sarita Kumari Pan D/o
Yudhisthir Pan R/0 374,
Sopodera Shanti Nagar
Sarjamda, Jamshedpur,
Haludbani, Tatanagar, East
Singhbhum, Jharkhand-831002,
have changed my name to
SonaDas

0070738884-1

I Kishore Kumar Barthwal S/o
Madhwa Nand Barthwal R/o
485 FF, Gulmohar Estate, B-
Block, Sec-32 Pi 1, Greater
Noida, Kasana, Gautam
Buddha Nagar, Uttar Pradesh-
201310, have changed my name
to Kisshor Bartwal

0070738886-1
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—PUBLIC NOTICE

It iSTTor the mrormation of generar public
that my client Mrs. Darshna W/o Late|
Sh. Sunder Lal Chawla, aged 57 years
R/o 203, Block-A, Hastsal Road, Uttam
Nagar, Delhi-110059 has disowned her
son namely Mr. Vikas Chawla, aged|
about 27 years from all her moveable|
and immoveable properties due to his|
misbehavior as he has gone astray and|
is not in my client’s say and now he is
out of control of my client and thus my
client have severed all relations with
him. My client shall not be responsible
in future for any acts and deeds of her|
disowned son.
Sd/- RAJ KISHORE GARGI
(ADVOCATE)
E. No. D/3985/2012

FUBLIC NOTICE
MY client PAWAN KOHLI Sio
LATE SH. BALDEV KOHLI
Rio B-146, Subhdra Colony, Cedhd
110035 hergby sayers all
ralations and debar his som
KANISHK KOHLI and his wife
SHIVANI KOHLI from his anbire
movablefimmovable property,
e o dheir indifereanl and hostie
behevicur and also anii social
activity. My client shall nol
responside for their any acis and

ghasaa e i QASE present A futuire,
Antil & Associate
Sidhant Antil
Maob: 9511083232
Ot Ch.No. 623, Redhinl Court Comgilex,
£zh Floor, Rohinl Court. Delhi-23

FUDLIU NUTICE

Be It Known To Public At Large That
My Client Sh. Dinesh Kumar Dang S/o
Sh. Attar Chand Dang R/o 102, Anand
Vihar, Pitampura, Near Saraswati
Vihar, Delhi-110034, Has Lost His File
Containing The Following Original
Documents l.e. Relinquishment
Deed, Perpetual Lease Deed,
Allotment Letter-cum-demand Letter
& Other Documents / papers Including
Form D, Issued By DDA In His Favour,

Between Pitampura Metro Station
And His Residence While Traveling. If
Anyone Finds It, The Same Be
Returned To Me At The Address
Mentioned Above.
SANJAM CHABA ADVOCATE
C-7/97-B, Keshav Puram,
New Delhi-110035

UBLIC MO ]
iL krcwn By al concemed Fal my

giant 2k Kaiash Chander Bhacdwa
gan of Shri Mangal Ram Bhardwa
Resident of B-01153, Secwor-3, Raofuni,
Dalky, has severed all the refatiors from
hiz Daughlar namaly Me. Prki Bhardwa &
debarred her from his movable and
immowable properiiesiassels due to
her mizbehavor, dsabedant, rude and
net under the comtral of my e
gforesaid, W amy person, oroznization,
institulion oices any tramsachon’ keep
ndalong win Fee dost 50 Al Ihér e
nsd, for that my clent shal nol ba
responsibie i any manner whalsoever
Sachin Kumar (Advocate)
RU-G, Pitampura, Dalhi

~ PUBLIC NOTICE |

Be it known fo all concerned that
my client SMT. LIPIKA GUPTA
aged 59 years w/o Late Sh. S.N.
Gupta r/o F-1166, C.R. Park, New
Delhi-19 has severed all her
relations with her daughter- MS.
SHREYA GUPTA d/o Late Sh.
S.N. Gupta r/o not known as she|
ill-treated my client and become
disobedient and disloyal to my
client. She has also not taken any
responsibility of the family and left
the house 10 years ago. Thus my
client has disowned and
disinherited Ms. Shreya Gupta
from all her moveable and
immovable properties, henceforth
Ms. Shreya Gupta will have no
rights, titles, interest and claim
whatsoever in my client's all
moveable  and immovable
properties and thus any
person(s)/organization(s) dealing|
with the said Ms. Shreya Gupta
may do so at his/her/its own riskl
and consequences and my
abovesaid client as well as her
son- Siddhanth Gupta shall not
be held liable for any of the acts,
deeds and things done by the
said Ms. Shreya Gupta.
Sd/- SHARAD BHATT
(ADVOCATE)|
Consultation Chamber: B-296,
Chittaranjan Park,
New Delhi-110019.

PUBLIC NOTICE

General Public is hereby informed that my|
clients Smt. Gita Saha W/O Sh. S.R.
Saha, R/O C-473, Chittaranjan Park, New|
Delhi- 110019, (Mob. No. 9811102422)
and Sh. M.S. Khurana S/O Sh. D.S.
Khurana are the joint owners of DDA Flat|
No. 116, Third Floor, Madanpur Khadar,
Sarita Vihar, N. Delhi- 76 and the original
allotment letter No. L033/(17)/88/MR/NP
dt. 26.07.1988 in respect of the said flat
has been lost and a NCR vide L.R. No.
315128/2021 dt. 13.04.2021 P.S. Crime
Branch, Delhi has also been registered in
this regard. Anyone finds the said original
allotment letter, he/she may contact the
undersigned.
Sd/- S.D. Baloni (Advocate)
Ch. No. 248, Western Wing Tis Hazari
Court, Delhi-110054

TELANGANA STATE ROAD TRANSPORT CORPORATION

TENDER MNOTICE
Tender Notice No.PSO(C)-IIMET)TIMS 2020-21, dated 16.04.20:21

Sealed Tendars (Complele in all respacts) are myvited from the Manufaciurers only for supgly of
"Passenger Bus dash board mountable and portable "Intelligent Ticket |55ulﬂ? Machines
(ITIM2)" - 928 Nos. 1o be supphed to Zonal Steres. Uppal, Hyderatad & Kafmnagas of TSRTC.
The fendarers shall download the Tendar Form, terms and condifions (with relsvant delails) from
ol Website | hilps/fisrc.telargana.govin (Tenders). The filled in tender documenss shall be
submiltad alang with the EMD and landar fes by way of 0D ta the Purchass OfficariCi-Il, TSRTC,
ard Floar, Bus Bhavan, Mushirabad, Hyderabad, Receipt of Tenders will be upéo 15.00 bours an
DE-05-2021 and opaned on the same day at 15.00 houwrs, S

DPRE.E.O, Na. : 1733-PPICL-AGENCY/ADVTM/2021-32 CHIEF CONTROLLER OF STORES

THE H.P. STATE COOPERATIVE MILK PRODUCERS

FEDERATION LIMITED TOTU, SHIMLA-171011

Mo 450/PEI-8/1 5-XXIII Dated: 241.04 2021
Short Term Tender Notice

E-tender is hereby invited for the purchase of Raw material of
Bakery Biscuits ie Vanilla Powder-10qgtl., Baking Powder-
26qtl., Salt-94qtl., Dats-68Qtl. Custard Powder 14 Qtl., Bakery
Shortening-2000qtl., Sugar-2200 qtl, Ajwain-20qgtl., Red Chilli
Powder Barik-20 Qtl., Mangoe powder-5 Qtl., and Haldi
powder-12 Qtl. for the 1st gtr of 2021-22 on FOR Basis at
Milk planmt Tolu, Shimla and M.P.P. Mandi Unit al Chakkar
The Bid document is avallable online on 22.04.2021 up
to 3:00 PM and bid should be submitted in onliné mode on
website hptenders,gov.in Bidder would be required (o
register in the above web-site hptenders.gov.in which
is free of cost. For submission on bids, the bidder is
required to have Digital Signature Certificate (DSC) from
one of the authorized certifying authorities (CA).
Aspiring Bidders should visit in https:i/hptenders.gov.in &
https://hpmilkfed.org for complete details Bidders should
also check the website from time o time to note the
Cormgendum, if any Sd/-
Managing Director

"IFFBGM\J 0o
e l1=cc

(A Government of Gujarat Undertaking)
Regd. Office : Block No. 14/1, Dr. Jivraj Mehta Bhavan,
Sector-10, Gandhinagar

@ 079-23250767, 23250766, 23257698

enders are Invited online from reputed Manutactures/iormulators /direct iImporters for
purchase of Tablet - Injection & Miscellaneous on quantity contract basis and details
and of specification, quantity is available on https://gmscl.gujarat.gov.in All tender doc-
uments can be downloaded free on the websiterhttps:ffgmscl.nprocure.com

Interested bidders are requested to submit the tender threugh‘eten‘der‘prcrce‘ss—
) -

20/04/2021 to 25/04/2021 up to 18.00 Hrs.

Last date for Submission of Physical' document : 26/04/2021 upto 15.00 Hrs.
Opening of Technical Bid Date (online): 26/04/2021 At 15-30 Hrs.
MANAGING DIRECTORT

e-Procurement Cell
OFFICE OF THE CHIEF ENGINEER COMBINED
OFFICE BUILDING .
I DI N R OO e
JHARKHAND, RANCHI

Corrigendum(3rd)

Letter No-09 Date:-20-04-2021
Due to unavoidable reasons the last date of Submission of bid
for the work published vide Tender Reference no:-
BCD/CE/19/Ranchi Div-02 f2020-21 ,Dated 05-03-2021 is
extended up to 27-05-2021 Accordingly ,the BOQ of the
concern work shall be published from 20-05-2021.

The Rest condition will be applicable as per F2
Conditions/Tender Documents. Nodal Officer

PR.No:- 243143 e-Procurement Cell,

Office of the Chief Engineer
Combined office Building.

Building Construction Department,

e-Procurement Cell

OFFICE OF THE CHIEF ENGINEER
COMBINED OFFICE BUILDING

BUILDING CONSTRUCTION DEPARTMENT
JHARKHAND, RANCHI

Corrigendum

Letter No-11 Date:-20-04-2021
Due to unavoidable reasons [the last date of Submission of bad
for the work published vide Tender Reference no:-
BCD/CE/Q3/Ranchi Div-01/2021-22 Dated 05-04-2021 is
extended up to 27-05-2021 Accordingly .the BOQ of the
concerned works shall be published from 20-05-2021.

The Rest condition will be apphcable as per F2
Condinons/ Tender Documents.

PR . No:- 245102 Nodal Officer

e-PFrocurement Cell,
Office of the Chiel Engineer
Combined office Building.
Building Construction Department,

PR 245847 Building {21-22) D Line Tank Road, Ranchi

PR 245845 Building(21-22)D Line Tank Road, Ranchi

NMDC Limited

(A Government of India Enterprisa)
'‘Khanij Bhavan', 10-3-311/A, Castle Hills, Masab Tank,
Hyderabad - 500 028, CIN- L13100TG1858G0I001674

Global Expression of Interest {GEnl)

SLURRY PIPELINE PROJECT FROM NAGARNAR TO VIZAG

NMDC Limited, a Central Public Sector Enterprise under Minisiry of
steel, Government of India invites GEol applications/bids from interested
Bidderis) for parnering with NMDC as a strategic Joint Venture
Fartnen(s} in Joint Venture Company for construction of Slurry Pipeline
Project involving Slurry Pipeline System from Magamar to Vizag and
Pallat Plant at Vizag. Global and Domestic firms are eligible to parlicipate
in the GEol. The detailed GEol document including eligibility
raquirameants and manner of submission of GEol can be viewad and [ or
downloaded from NMDC's website http:/fwww.nmde.co.in, CPP
Portal's website hitp:/www.eprocure.gov.in from 19.04.2021 to
27.05.2021. For accessing the GEol / bid document from NMDC website;
on-line registration is required at hitps:./!'www.nmdc.co.in/
nmdctender/default.aspx

The last date for submizsion of bids is on 27.05.2021, 15.00 hours and
the GEol will be cpened at 16.00 hours on the same day. The Bidders on
regular basis are required to visit the NMDC's website / CPP Portal for
corrigendum / clarifications, if any, at a future date.

For further clarification, please contact General Manager (Contracts),
NMDC Litd, Masab Tank, Castle Hills, Hyderabad - 00 0028 on phone:

J&K SMALL SCALE TNDUSTRIES DEVELOPMENT]

n CORPORATION LIMITED (SICOP)
! (A J&K Government Undertaking)

Corporate Office: Jawahar Lal Nehru Udyog Bhawan,
Railhead Complex Jammu/ Sanat Ghar Srinagar

Bid Number: GEM/2021/B/1178702 Dated: 19-04-2021

For and on behalf of the Jammu & Kashmir
Small Scale Industries Development
Corporation Limited, online bids are invited
from bidders for hiring of consultancy services
for implementation of BRAP under Ease of
Doing Business. The bids shall be deposited
in electronic format on website
https://gem.gov.in/ from 19.04.2021 (1600
hrs) up to 10-05-2021 04.00 P.M. only.

Sd/
Incharge (IT)
SICOP

DIPK-NB-381

e-Procurement Cell
OFFICE OF THE CHIEF ENGINEER COMBINED OFFICE BUILDING
BUILDING CONSTRUCTION DEPARTMENT
JHARKHAND, RANCHI

+97 40 2353 2800, email id; contracts@nmde.co.in
GM [Contracts)

©
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PR 245855 West Singhbhum (21-22) D gofof#0, o wioss, amamr

Government of Jammu and Kashmir

SHER-I-KASHMIR INSTITUTE OF

MEDICAL SCIENCES SOURA, SRINAGAR-190011
E-mail: ammoimports @skims.ac.in Fax: 0194-2403403

IMPORTS SECTION
NOTICE

by the company.

No. SIMS-324 Robotics 2020-1340-45
Dated: 19.04.2021

SIMS-6283

Subject: Procurement of Robotics for Spine and Intra
Cranial Application “EXCELSIUS GPS” on propri-
etary basis from M/S Globus Medical USA

SKIMS intends to procure Robotics for Spine and Intra
Cranial Application “EXCELSIUS GPS” on proprietary basis
from (M/S Globus Medical USA) for the department of
Neurosurgery SKIMS, being their proprietary item as claimed

In this connection, Objections (if any) from Companies
Manufacturing/Marketing, such equipment capable of deliver-
ing the same result as intended from the above equipment,
regarding the proprietary nature of the above item should be
communicated within 15 days on the above mentioned E-mail
|ID/Fax after which the claim of the company who has claimed
for the proprietorship of the said item shall be accepted.

Sd/-
Materials Management Officer,
Imports.

‘of bid for the works published vide Tender Reference no:-
'BCD/CEf04/Ranchi Div-01/2021-22 ,Dated 05-04-2021 is
‘extended up to 27-05-2021 Accordingly ,the BOQ of the

| Conditions/Tender Documents.
' PR.No:-

Corrigendum
Letter Mo-15 Date:-20-04-2021

Due to unavoidable reasons the last date of Submission of bid
for the two works published vide Tender Reference no:-
BCD/CE/07/Hazaribagh/2021-22 Dated 13-04-2021 is
extended up to 27-05-2021.Accordingly ,the BOQ of the
concerned works shall be published from 20-05-2021.

The Rest condition will be applicable as per F2
Conditions/Tender Documents.
Nodal Officer

PR.No:- 245621
e-Procurement Cell,
Office of the Chief Engineer
Combined office Building.
Building Construction Department,
Line Tank Road, Ranchi
PR 245851 Building(21-22)D

e-Procurement Cell
OFFICE OF THE CHIEF ENGINEER

COMBINED OFFICE BUILDING ,

BUILDING CONSTRUCTION DEPARTMENT

JHARKHAND, RANCHI

Corrigendum
Letter No-12 Date:-20-04-2021

Due to unavoidable reasons the last date of Submission

concerned works shall be published from 20-05-2021.

The Rest condition will be applicable as per F2

245103 Modal Officer

e-Procurement Cell,
Office of the Chief Engineer
Combined office Building,

‘4 Coal India Limited
%~ (A Maharatna Company)

"All the tenders issued by CIL and
its Subsidiaries for procurement
of Goods, Works and Services
are available on website of Coal
India Ltd www.coalindia.in/
respective Subsidiary Company,
CIL e-procurement portal
https://coalindiatenders.nic.in
and Central Public Procurement
Portal https:/leprocure.gov.in.
In addition, procurement is also
done through GeM portal
https./igem.gov.in"
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BSES

BEES Rapdhani Power Limibed, Now Dillhi

+ CORRIG ENDUM '

T RN TEE R RN RN

EHTEHSIII}H OF LAST DATE FOR THE
SUBMIZSION OF OFFER
It is intimated that the last date of
submission of tender against NIT
Mo. Head (PMG)/BRPL! Tender!
2020-21/823, dated 22.03.2021 for
Banking of Power by BRPL has bean
extendad Ll 11.05.2021 and the
revised scheduleis as follows:-
&. Due date & time of Submission
11.05.2021 at 15:00 Hrs.
B.Date & Time of Opening
11.05.2021 at 15:15Hrs.

Vice President [FME)
BSES Rojdhani Power Limited,
Far further clelalls phecse l0g on ko
Jiveanw Deesoel, com
wgd 0 : BEES Rajdhani Powe rL|11|‘ d, BSES Bhawan

L2APLE11152T
i +i1 11 =530

Tender Motice No. SNT-RE-DANAPUR-120
Dated 17.04.2021

Open e-tenders in single packet sysiem are
invited by Dy. Chief Signal & Telecom.
Engineer, Radway Electriication, Danapur
for & on behalf of the President of India for
the work of-

Sl. No.: 01) Name of the work with its
Location: Alteration of existing El,
Trenching and Laying of underground
Signaling Cabie | Power Cable, Supply of
eguipment / materials, Erection of

02) Approximate Cost of Work:
Rs.1,13,78,796 62 (Rs. Ona Crore Thiriesn
Lakhs Seventy Six Thousand Seven

Dy. Chief $ig. & Tele. Engineer
Railway Electrification, Danapur
PRIOO1OSRE/DNRITI21-22/52
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Given urier mry Fand and sesal of the Tribunals on Znf day
of hWarch, 21021
By Order of tha Tribunal

S. E. RAILWAY TENDER

e-Tender Mo, : TPubiGRCI2021/309,
Diate = 19.04 2021, e-Tenders are imded
by the Sr Divisional Engineer, South
Eastern Raiway, Garden Reach, Kolkats-
T0004.3 for and on behalf of the President of
IndiEa for the following works behora 1500
s, on I dale mesnbonsd aginst ilees
ardd will be opened at 1530 hrs
Deacription of works :@: Complete
operation and maintenance of one no. 0.4
MGD Hornzontal Pressure Filter, one no
0.4 MGD Rapid Sand Gravity Filter and
anm no. 0.6 MGD Verdical Presswra Fillor
al Gardan Reach including chilorinalion
amangemants at GRC Complex for a
period 03 years (i.e, 36 months) under Sr,
Saection Enginear (Works)'Walar
SupplyGRC sl GRG. Tender wvalue
T 199566046 23 Earmest Monay

t 0f-. Cost of Tonder Documenis : T OV
Completion partod of the work: 38
[thirty &ix) montha, Date of opanlng :
2. 05,2021, Any changea in landar
g Rt uba, r.r:rrln'_|r_H'||'||.|r" amandment,
any, shall ba avalable on tha E-londer
portal onty and sams ol nol ba pubishedg
f the newspaper, Injoresied Tendensrs
iy visll wabsite wwat lropa.gowvin fod
full details | descriplion | specificalion ol
s Denchisrs anc aubrmit (e B onlimss. In
o cass manual tencaers far this work will
be accepled, N.B.: Prospeciive bedders
many regularly vislt wasw. ireps.gov.in 1o
participabe i all othar lenders. Halp Dask
canl. no. 033-2450-37TH3 (PR-26)

TR T, SRR g’ s fora ey 149 for SmanT ot ereey oeaify ud 159 ford e 9
9T R < Sfra e foreror & $-fafaer 2-fae yomed & siwia smHba R s € e defid
Taw faerw feAiew 27.4.21 1 www.uktenders.gov.in W @ANE A & WA S TR )
THTRIGE Y JeEe www.nagarnigamkashipur.com T 3@t ST Tl |

Eﬂ' NORTH EASTERN RAILWAY

E-TEAMDER NOTICE

Online open E-tender are invited by
Senior Divisional Mechanical
F::;:l:n.'q..' (Diedely MNorth Eaztern

Railway Diesel Shed, Gonda acting for
and on behalt of the President of Indsa
I-'-'Ih._'.'-'--l--'.'.lm;l.'.-nlrk

Tender Notice No. & Descripitbon:
Noo- M-D-GD-COMPRESSOR-2020
Repamng and Ohverbaulimg of Elgt Make
i Lompressors o model TELC TOUODN N
and TRC | 000 MANLUG under AQOH & 10OH
{incheling spares) Schedule fitted on
Elecine Locomaetives based ot Loco Shed
CGonda for two vears

Appwrox Value (5 Ba T2 33 27 B10.08,
EMD Money (in Bx) O, Cost of Tendes
form: TI0,000/-, Contract period
24 Months
@ E-Tender can be uploaded by benderer,
vy | 500 Hirs, on 20005202 | and will be
i i"'\-\.\.'l-\.\.'ll wfter 15:0WY Hes. on M08 2021
® Detalled information mimimum
chigbalty entenia. Terms o comdit s
cpardimg this e-tender are availuble at
wiebsibe  woaw, iteps. povan. & Temdere
bl chock any correction corr genduim
relatedd 1o thes e-teider nobice on webs|ig
ctore uploading thesr ofber

M radonal Mechaneul Enginee
{Dhesel VM E, Bauilway

CPROMech-85

Abaul any passemger amcnliy complain
SIS an Mab, No.: 00TOIRLE955

Do not travel with inflammable
article in train

I Mesel Shed, Ciongda

Fax No. 05947-260398

E-Mail ID-nagarnigamkashipur@gmail.co
EaM s ed Th: 27/, /202122

feHieh: 20.04.2021

39 (Z-vwiRwe fawew fafaer waies 72337) SitA. 87475, 65 (3-WiaARH<E
Tarew fafeer i 73580), 66 (-UieHe Tawew fafaar At 73581), 67
G-Mere fawen fafaar wwaies 73582), 68 (F-wieaue Ry fafeaer wais
73583), 69 (-UieHe faeew fofaar A 73585), 70 (-UieHe ]
Taferar s 73586), 76 (G-UiemHe few faferer i 73592) Sit. 87900
famier 13.03.2021 & @ 91 (E-Wrerie fawew fafaer wuiew 73941), 92 (3-
UrerHe fawen fafaer waies 73947), 93 G-wiemrde fawen fafaar waie
73954), 94 (Z-UietHe faeew fafaar swHies 73960), 95 (-UietHe ]
Taferer srmier 73954), 96 (E-veRHe e fafaar wHiss 73965), 97 (3-
YR e faeew fafaar wrie 73966), 100 (-Wiede fawew fafeaer i
73969), 101 (3-Uimde fawew fafaer i 73970), 102 (3-WIRRAS
T fafaer swaier 73971), 103 (3-weAde fawen fafaer i 73972),
105 (3-wiede Tawen fafaer wwie 73974) /a3 fo./faiw 18.03.21, W
88087 faAl® 19.03.21 ® wIfde-19 % UFAW TG BN Bl S o HRU
fTTER G=ier fema e 21

Bid Due Date 05 April, 2021 17:30:00 PM IST

Physical Doc Submission End Date 12 May, 2021 17:30:00 AM IST

Bid Open Date for Envelope

! “A” & “B” (Scheduled) 13 May, 2021 10:30:00 AM IST
ffarer =t 219 frerm wa 21d @remea W e/ -
HRUTST 3TFTaT
Pk e it @Wus
60271 =< (B.)

Building Construction Department, . . SEEiREER] e o
PR 245848 (Building) 21-22 (D) Line Tank Road, Ranchi 01 Bet 2ren 20000/
! 02 HH[ BIHRE (12.50 HIEI) 75000/-
03 | erEgiiieh org (WL.TA.SH./ Siei) 100000/- 1
+ 04 2Tl BEglicTeh 20000/~
. 06 SLELE, AR Bl Tel 100000/~
Bleh TR ATt TWUS, HEHH< (B.) U il ST 5%
Phone No. 07723-223731, E-mail: eephe-mah-cg@nic.in S 20000
09 Td.3. Sl dlze 70 T 90 die 100000/~
m-/_ m./_
. ' . (TRE FaW) (39T rerd
9 wRied & fHAfae swEv gear swHie 32 (3-UeEde faen G IEeec] e
Taferar swrwies 71818, 34 (G-vieRHe Tawew fafaer swuiss 72241) ST, 87474, TR g

WESTERN RAILWAY

E-PROCUREMENT TENDER NOTICE NO.5/M5/2021 Date 16/04/2021

iE.H. Short Description of ltem Quantity T.O.D.

I 238 | Coupler Rod for BOXN Wagaon 240 Nos, | 26042021

| 290 | Sel of Brackels | 100 Sel | 2708202
291 | Ar Brake Hose Coupling for Feed Pipe ! 2500 Mos, | 300472021
2592 | Set of Air Brake Pipes (BVZC Wagon) 100 Set | 3000472021
233 | Sel of Air Brake Pipas Comp. (BOXN Wagon) 200 Sed | 3000472021 |
294 | Set of Air Brake Pipes (BOST Wagon) 200 Sed | 300472021 |
285 | Narrow Jaw Adapter for CTRE 1950 Nos. | 30/04/2021 |

| 295 | K Type Non Asbestos G Composite Brake Block | 140472 Mos. ﬂ?m5'2ﬂ21
297 | Marraw Jaw' Adaplar for CTRE f F3004 Mos, | 07052021
288 | Cylindrical Roller Bearing | a4 Mos, [ 100552021
289 | Rubber Pad for Pimary Susp. 1648 Mos. | 10/0552021
300 | Gas Carbon Dicxida STZEA Ky, | 12052021
301 | Indusirial Face Mask with Nose Clip | 37272 Mos, | 14M6/2021

| 302 | Coupling Socket |, 80 Mos. | 15/05/2021

eaT

Regarding detabed notce EMD, Purchase restrictions and detailed tender condilions,
pleasea visi websile www.ireps.gow.in and www.owrindianrailways.gov.in

For Principal Chief Materials Manager

Like us on; [l facebook com/WestemRly = Follow us o3 twitter.com/WestemRIy

HMMWW EH“HEU N CONTRACTUAL BASIS |

sl o Llrr:It for : " ; ) Reservation
N Category | of | rtractual Basic Qualifications Work Experience Desirable Attributes for Ex-
a. o i Servicemen
o Dental Minimum 05 years work | Mert in BDS, PG qualifcaton =
e Oicer o B3 BUS Expananoa Expernence of mone than 15 years B0
Denta Diploma Halder in Dental Hyg/Class-1 DH/DORA Course| Minimum 05 yéara
(B)] Assistant /| 01 = (Armed Forces] Dental Mechanc Course Rogistened] Expatiencs In E.-hr'l.'l.l Expadiencs of more than 10 years TO%
Technician with L.uf.l ol | State Govl. or Dental Councd of India Laboratory

Last date of recelving application 13 May 2021. Date of interview will ba 20 May 2021. For furthar details contact Station Headquaners Hampur. Mob. No
B458321262. Please bring Original degree and experience certificate alongwith Xerox copies and 02 x pholographs on the day of inlerview. Applicanis having
knowladge of computar will be ghvan prelerenca. Apphcation form o be downloadad from websile echs.govin and preferably submitied online on amsail
esmcallhampuri@gmail.com or hard copy o be dispatched by post o Stn HO Hempur, PO-RTC Hemipur, Teh-Kashipur, Dist. US Nagar (UK) 284716
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Import duty on
Remdesivir, its raw
materials waived off

ENS ECONOMICBUREAU
NEW DELHI,APRIL 20

THE GOVERNMENT on Tuesday
waived customs duty on Remdes-
ivir, its raw materials and other
components used to make the an-
tiviral drug. The move would help
augment domestic availability
and reduce cost of the injection.
Remdesivir is being used in the
treatment of coronavirus, as infec-
tions are mounting in the country.

The Department of Revenue,
in a notification, said “the central
government, on being satisfied
thatitis necessary in the publicin-
terest to do, hereby exempts the
goods..whenimportedintoIndia,
from the whole of the duty of cus-

PRANAV MUKUL
NEW DELHI,APRIL20

WITH COVID-19 casesinIndia
rising, the global community
is drawing the line when it
comes to travel from here. Late
Monday, the UK putIndiainits
travel ‘red list’ effective Friday.
Shortly after, the US Centers
for Disease Control and Preve-
ntion (CDC) put out an advi-
sory saying “Travelers should
avoid all travel to India”.

Why are nations curbing
travel to and from India?

As per the UK, the move to
putIndiaonthe red list'wasa
result of detecting 103 cases of
acoronavirus var-
iant firstidentified
here. On Sunday,
Hong Kong put a
two-week flight
banonIndiaciting
a similar reason.

EXPLAINED

Whatdoes
being on the UK red list
mean?

As per the UK norms, those
arriving from India before 4
am, April 23 local time, must
self-isolate for 10 days in the
place they’re staying and take
a Covid-19 test on day 2 and

CoviD WATCH
INTERNATIONAL FLIGHTS

After UK, it’s US:
Why nations are
against India travel

toms leviable”.

The items on which the duty
has been waived include
Remdesivir active pharmaceuti-
cal ingredients (APIs), injection
Remdesivir,and beta Cyclodextrin
used in manufacture of
Remdesivir. This import duty ex-
emption would remain in force ill
October 31 this year.

Commerce and Industry
Minister Piyush Goyal tweeted,
“In line with PM
@NarendraModi’s priority to en-
sure affordable medical care for
COVID-19 patients, imports of
Remdesivir AP, injection and spe-
cific inputs have been made im-
port duty free. This should in-
crease supply and reduce cost
thus providing relief to patients.”

The USCDChasissued an
advisory against India. File

day 8. However, from 4am,
April 23, if one has been in
India in the last 10 days, they
will only be allowed to enter
the UK if they are
a British, Irish or
third-country na-
tional with resi-
dency rights.

What does the
@® UuscCs
decision mean?
The CDC said due to “the
current situationinIndia, even
fully vaccinated travelers may
be atrisk for getting and sprea-
ding Covid-19variants and sh-
ould avoid all travel to India”.
Fullreporton
www.indianexpress.com
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INDUSTRY ENDS FY21 WITH 5% GROWTH AT ¥1,98,735 CRORE ‘NeW young loan
’

Motor, crop insurance biz

declin

GEORGE MATHEW
MUMBAI,APRIL20

INDIA’S GENERAL insurance in-
dustry narrowly missed the mile-
stone of Rs 2 lakh crore of gross
premium during 2020-21, due to
the negative growth in motor in-
surance — the largest portfolio in
the industry —and crop business.

The industry ended financial
year 2020-21 with a positive year-
on-year (y-0-y) growth of 5 per
centatRs 198,735 crore, aided by
growth in health insurance seg-
ment. While the health portfolio,
propelled by the Covid-19 pande-
mic, has grown by 11 per cent to
Rs 58,584 crore, two large busi-
ness segments — overall motor
portfolio and crop business — of
theindustry declined during FY21.
Premiums in the overall motor
portfolio have fallen by around 2
per cent to Rs 67,790 crore, while
the crop business has fallen by 3.5
per cent to Rs 31,184 crore during
FY 2020-21, according to figures
compiled by GI Council and Irdai.

In the motor portfolio, motor
third party (TP) premium —
which has not been hiked by the
Insurance Regulatory and
Development Authority of India
(Irdai) in FY21 — has grown 5 per
cent to Rs 10,650 crore.

Motor OD (own damage)seg-
ment has surged by 138 per cent
to Rs 4,136 crore, while the pre-
mium out of motor package has

Record new premium in FY21: LIC

Mumbai: Life Insurance Corp-
oration (LIC) said it has col-
lected the highest ever new
premium atRs 1.84 lakh crore,
despite a highly challenging
business environment due to
the pandemic, in FY21. It also
paid Rs 1.34 lakh crore as

contracted by 7 per cent during
the reporting period.

The fact that premiums in mo-
tor OD and motor TP have gone up
despite the pandemic — when a
long period of lockdown has lim-
ited the use of all kinds of vehicles
— shows more people have bou-
ght automobiles and more unin-
sured vehicles have got insured.

Despite the pandemic, which
disrupted the domesticinsurance
industry extensively, New India
Assurance (NIA) — powered by a
global premium of around Rs
32,500 crore — has further scaled
up its domestic market share to
14.33 per cent in FY21 from 14.11
per cent in 2019-20. It has ended
the fiscal with a domestic pre-
mium of Rs 28,482 crore, show-
ing a y-o-yrise of 6.22 per cent.

Among the top 10 general in-
surers that include three large
PSUs, NIA is the only company
which has the distinct achievem-
ent of positive premium growth,
profitability and higher market

P-notes investment drops
to 389,100 crore in March

Investments via participatory notes (P-notes) in the
capital market fell to ¥89,100 crore at March-end, after
reaching a 33-month high in February, Sebi data showed

91,658 crore: Total value of
P-note investmentsin Indian
markets — equity, debt, and
hybrid securities —at end of
February

¥93,497 crore: Value of such
investmentsin May 2018, the
last highest level

¥44.63 lakh crore: Assets
under custody of foreign
portfolio investors (FPIs) at
March-end, up fromRs 44.06
lakh crore at end of February

SEGMENT-WISE
INVESTMENT IN MARCH:

M Equities:¥81,236 crore

M Debt:¥7,306 crore

M Hybrid securities: 559 crore

Source: Sebi/PTI

What are P-notes: Issued by registered FPlIs to overseas
investors who wish to be part of the domestic stock
market without registering themselves directly

— BRIEFLY —
DGCAon737MAX

New Delhi: DGCA allowed
foreign-registered Boeing
737 MAX planes to overfly
India after taking the
agency’s permission.

RBIforexactivity

New Delhi: Commerce Secre-
tary Anup Wadhawan on
Tuesday rejected the
grounds used by the US to
put India on the currency
watchlist, saying the Reserve
Bankof India's (RBI) activities
in forex market were per-
fectly balanced and it was
not accumulating reserves.

Icraforecast

Mumbai: Icra cut its FY22
growth estimate by 0.5 per
cent to 10-10.5 per cent,
against the 10-11 per centes-
timated earlier.

EPFO payroll

New Delhi: Net new enrol-
ments with the Employees'
Provident Fund Organisation
(EPFO) rose nearly 20 per
centto 12.37lakhin February
against a year-ago, as per
payroll data on Tuesday. PTI

New SIDBIMD

Mumbai: Sivasubramanian
Ramann on Monday took
charge as the Chairman and
Managing Director of Small
Industries Development
Bank of India (SIDBI). ENS

Finance Bill, 2021: Cabinet gives
ex-post facto nod to amendments

ENS ECONOMICBUREAU
NEW DELHI,APRIL 20

THE UNION Cabinet on Tuesday
gave ex-post facto approval tothe
official amendments to the
Finance Bill, 2021, which were
aimed at clarifying and rationalis-
ing tax proposals for 2021-22.
The amendments were essen-
tial to clarify and rationalise the
proposals further and address
stakeholders’ concerns arising out
of the proposals enumerated in

the Finance Bill, the government
said in a statement. The law was
enacted on March 28, 2021 after
receiving the President’s nod.

“The amendments ... are tax
proposals which shall generate
timely revenue for the Governm-
ent and streamline existing pro-
visions by addressing grievances
of the taxpayers,” it said.

The Finance Bill, which gives
effect to tax proposals for FY22,
was passed in Parliamentin Mar-
chwith 127 amendments. Among
other changes, it has provided for

Facebook allows users
to transfer notes, posts
to rival platforms

ENS ECONOMICBUREAU
NEW DELHI,APRIL20

FACEBOOK LATE on Monday an-
nounced thatits users would now
be allowed to transfer notes and
posts directly to other rival pub-
lishing platforms such as Google
docs, Blogger and Wordpress.
“These updates extend the
reach of the tool that already en-
ables people to transfer their pho-
tos and videos to Backblaze, Drop-
box, Google Photos and Koofr,”
said Steve Satterfield, Facebook’s
company’sdirector of Privacy and
Public Policy, in a blog post.

Epﬂper..nelss.cnm

CERT-In warns
of data leak

New Delhi: Cyber security
agency CERT-In has advised
Facebook users to strengthen
their privacy settings after a
recent global ‘data scraping’
incident in the platform hit
about 61 lakh Indians. PTI

Facebook said it will continue
expanding the number of part-
ners it works with and the data
sets it would allow in future to be
transferred to other platforms.

a 10-year income tax exemption
to the National Bank for Financing
Infrastructure and Development.
Private development finance in-
stitutions were provided a five-
year tax exemption, which canbe
extended by another five years.

The amendmentalso clarified
that the equalization levy would
notbe applicable on consideration
of the sale of goods or services
which are owned by persons res-
ident in India or by a permanent
establishment of a non-resident
inIndia.

FY2I: Crude,
natural gas
output fall
short of target

New Delhi: Production of crude oil
declined 5.2 per cent, while that
of natural gas fell 8.1 per cent in
FY21, as Covid-related curbs for-
ced the nation’s output well short
of targets for the year, government
datareleased Tuesday showed.

India produced 30,491.7 thou-
sand metric tonnes (TMT) of
crude oil and 28,670.6 million
metric standard cubic metres
(MMSCM) of natural gas last fis-
cal, falling short of the targeted
production by 5.6 per cent and
14.9 per cent, respectively.

The country currently imports
over 85 per cent of its crude oil re-
quirements. ENS

claims to policyholders.

The nation’s largest in-
surer achieved its highest ever
first year premium income of
Rs.56,406 crore under the in-
dividual assurance business,
with a 10.11 per cent growth
over last year. ENS

share by expanding its core busi-
ness organically in FY21.

“It was a hugely challenging
year. | am happy that we could
pullit off like this. As at the end of
October 2020, though the busin-
ess of general insurance industry
onanaverage was down by some
10-12 per cent, we managed to
just keep our head over water by
showing some business growth
in decimal points but then we
went into a tizzy and in subsequ-
ent five months we managed to
grow our business eachmonth by
15-22 per cent,” said Atul Sahai,
Chairman and MD, NIA.

The other PSU general insur-
ers, United India Insurance (UII),
National Insurance Company and
Oriental Insurance Company
(OIC), have ended the year with
negative growth and lost their
market shares during this period.

Led by Star Health & Allied
Insurance, all six stand health in-
surers —atRs 15,720 crore — have
together grown 11 per cent y-0-y

es, healthrises 11%

inFY21.

ICICI Lombard, the largest pri-
vate sector general insurer, has
grown its premium base by 5 per
cent at Rs 14,003 crore, but its
market share has almost remai-
ned flat 7.05 per centlast fiscal. The
company has degrown its health
portfolio by 6 per cent, while its
motor business rose marginally
during the year. Earlier, it had ex-
ited the crop business. However,
the company will soon emerge as
the second largest domestic gen-
eral insurer after it takes over
Bharti Axa General Insurance.

Together, the merged entity
with a total premium base of Rs
17,160 crore will displace Chennai-
based Ul the second largest gen-
eral insurer. Ull ended FY21 with
Rs 16,710 crore of premium,
recording a y-o-y degrowth of 5
per cent. Similarly, Bajaj Allianz
General Insurance, with a gross
premium of Rs 12,569 crore, has
outranked Delhi-based OIC, with
a premium of Rs 12,449 crore, as
the fifth largest general insurer in
the country in 2020-21.

With a premium of Rs 12,295
crore, HDFC Ergo General Insura-
nce — after integrating HDFC's
health insurance arm with itself
— has ended FY21 with a y-o0-y
growth of 28 per cent. Another
mid-sized general insurer, SBI
General Insurance, which may go
for an IPO, has rapidly grown its
premium base by 21.60 per cent
y-0-y toRs 8,264 crore in FY21.

DIRECTOR OF SECONDARY EDUCATION
~ RAJASTHAN, BIKANER

Ref. No. Shivira-Sec/Atcounts/D-2/28011720-21

Date 16/04/2021

Notice Inviting Bid
Bids for Ladies Bicycle, Black Cotour—are-mnvitedfrominterested bidders up to 1.00 P.M. Dated
10.05.2021 Other particulars of the bid may be visited on the procurement portal
(http//eproc.rajasthan.gov.in., http://sppp.raj.nic.in) of the state; and departmental website.
(www.education.rajasthan.gov.in)

(Estimated no. of Bicycles :- 700,000, Seven Lakhs)
(Estimated cost of Bicycles:- Rs. 2,31,00,00,000 (Rs. Two Hundred Thirty One Crores Only)
Sd/-
(Sourabh Swami)
.A.S.
Director|
Secondary Education Rajasthan Bikaner|

seekers show better
creditworthiness’

GEORGE MATHEW
MUMBAI,APRIL20

WHILE BANKS and other lending
institutions are too cautious in
lending to new and young cus-
tomers, figures reveal that new-
to-credit (NTC) consumers tend
to prove lower risk and build a
higher credit score when they are
given credit opportunities. In
other words, they are making
timely repayment without de-
faulting on their loans, showing
higher creditworthiness.

Of the NTC consumers who
were given loans in January 2019,
as much as 72.30 per cent had a
credit score of 700 plus — prime
category — in January 2020, said
TransUnion CIBIL. When com-
pared to this, of the ‘below prime’
existing-to-credit consumers
(Cibil score of 300-699)who were
given creditin January 2019, only
47.29 per cent had a score of 700
plusinJanuary 2020, the creditin-
formation bureau added.

However, bankers think twice
before extending credit to new
customers even as the credit in-
dustry witnessed a significant
shiftover the last decade, within-
creasing numbers of first-time
borrowers seeking credit oppor-
tunities from institutional lenders.

“Credit institutions are often
cautious when lending to NTC

Of the new-to-credit
consumers who were
given loans in January
2019,as much as
72.30% had a credit
score of 700 plus —
prime category —in
January 2020, said
TransUnion CIBIL

consumers as there is no credit
history to assess their probability
of default on the loan. However,
CIBIL analysis shows that NTC
consumers tend to prove lower
riskand build a higher score when
they are given credit opportuni-
ties,” CIBIL said.

Score analysis of consumers
who were granted credit in Janu-
ary 2019 shows that a significant
proportion of these NTC consum-
ers were scored as prime con-
sumers after a one-year period.
Insights based on share of enquir-
ies of applications by NTC con-
sumers show that two-wheeler
loans (46 per cent)account for the
highest number of enquiries from
NTC borrowers, followed by con-
sumer durable loans (28 per cent)
and home loans (25 per cent).

Fullreporton
www.indianexpress.com
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A-23, Secter 62, Maida 201309,

The Nafional Institute for Entregreneurship and Small Business Development [NIESBLD)

TENDER NOTICE
EDH for empanalment of agency for Design, Development and
Maintenance of Mentor Platform.
Mational E-Hub, PM-¥ VA on behalf of MIESBLUD (Mational Institute for

Enfrepreneurship and Small Business Development) Invites sealed
Expression of Intergst (ECH] from reputed agencies for ampanebmant Lo
take up its development of Mentor Platform.

The EO| Documant containing the details of gqualification crteria,
submission requiremnent, brief objective & soope of work etc. can be
dowmdoacied From e NIESBLID website hitps: Iniesbud,.nic.ind
Interasted agencies hawing relevant work exparience may submit thedr
EQl by 17:00 Hrs of 05052021 to Mational Institute for
Entrepreneurship and Small Business Development (NIESBUD),

Applicands meeling the gqualificalion crlsria may be invited for
presentation { proposal bafore the salection commities. Bid Document will

2

A a0
b

KERALA WATER AUTHORITY
e-Tender Notice
Tender No: 02/2021-2Z25E/PHCICHN, State Plan 2019-2020 - Interim avgmentation
of WSS 1o Kochi city and adjoining Municipalifies and panchayaths - supplying,
laying, testing and commissioning of M3 pipes for changing existing lnas with -
1422 mm MS |, 1016 mm M3 and 1118 mm M3 pipes. EMD : Rs. 500000, Tender fee
Rs. 16800. Last Date for submitting Tender - 21-05-2021 04:00:pm. Phone :
0484-2360645. Website : www kwa.kerala.gov.in, www.etenders.kerala.gov.in.
Superintending Engineer

KWA-JB-GL-§-27-2021-22 PH Circle, Kochi

Office of The Superintendent,
Associated Group of Hospital, Jodhpur.

No. F Acc/AGH/Ju/2021-22/ 64 Date: 08.04.2021
SHORT TERM NOTICE INVITING BID 01/2021-22

Bids for Rate Contract for Supply of Liquid Medical Oxygen Gas at M.G. 'Hospital are invited from

interested bidders upto 03:00 pm 19.04.2021. Other particulars of the bid may be visited on the

procurement portal http://eproc.rajasthan.gov.in, http://sppp.rajasthan.gov.in of the state

website.

UBN No. SMC2122GLRC0008 Sd/-
Superintendent

DIPR/C/3974/2021 Associated group of hospital jodhpur

Deputy General Manager, Jodhpur House, 25, Dr. APJ Abdul Kalam
Road, New Delhi.

F-35/JH/2021/15 Date: 09.04.2021
Bid for Providing the Services of Housekeeping i.e. Cleaning of Guest
Rooms, Bathrooms, Toilets, Internal and External Public area etc. inclusive
of Man Power on Job Basis and Supply of Cleaning Material on yearly rateI
Contract Basis. The tender value of the bid is Rs. 20,00,000.00 and Bid for
Providing the Services of Garden Maintenance/Garden upkeep Manpower|
on Job Basis and Supply of Gardening Material on yearly rate Contract
Basis at Jodhpur House situated at 25, Dr. APJ Abdul Kalam Road, New
Delhi are invited from 10.04.2021 at 03:00 P.M. till 20.04.2021 at 04:00 P.M.
The tender value is Rs. 18,00,000.00 and other Particulars of the bids may
be visited on the procurement portal (https://sppp.rajasthan.gov.in and|
http://eproc.rajasthan.gov.in) of the State.
NIB: GAD2122A0001

UBN: GAD2122SLOB00001/GAD2122 SLOB00002
DIPR/C/4065/2021

Sd/-
Deputy General Manager,
Jodhpur House, New Delhi

Deputy General Manager, Rajasthan House, 7, Prithviraj Road,

New Delhi.

F-36/RH/NIVIDA/2021/33 Date: 12.04.2021
Bid for Providing the Services On Job Basis of Senior Housekeeper (UDC),
Catering Supervisor & Receptionist at 7, Prithviraj Road, Rajasthan House,
New Delhi are invited from interested bidders. The bid will open from|
14.04.2021 at 01:00 P.M. till 26.04.2021 at 03:00 P.M. The tender value is
Rs. 19,00,000.00 and Bid for Providing the Services On Job basis of Waiter,
Jamadar & Mashalchi at 7, Prithviraj Road, Rajasthan House, New Delhi are
invited from interested bidders. The bid will open from 14.04.2021 at 01:00
P.M. till 26.04.2021 at 03:00 P.M. The tender value is Rs. 36,00,000.00 and
other Particulars of the bids may be visited on the procurement portal
(https://sppp.rajasthan.gov.in and http://eproc.rajasthan.gov.in) of the
State.

NIB: GAD2122A0003

UBN: GAD2122SLOB00004/GAD2122SLOB00005
DIPR/C/4063/2021

Sd/-
Deputy General Manager,

Rajasthan House, New Delhi

The Kerala Minerals and Metals Lid.
(A Govt. of Kerala Undertaking)
KnmmL.

An B0 8001, 150 14001, OHSAS 18001 & 58 3000 Certind Cormpary| u@]

sankaramangalam, Chawvara, T
F Kollam-691 3. Kerala, India E@] -

Ph: +91 476 2651215 to 2561217 CRUusssess
Fax: 91 D476 2680101, 2686721 E-mail: contacti@kmml.com. URL www.kmml.com

Compeatitive Tanders are invited for following. For more details
please visit the E-Tendenng Portal https:Metenders. kerala.gowv.in
arwww kmml.com

& Mo Tander 1D ltems
1. [ 2021_KMML_421320_1 | For the supply of Uniform Cloths {Suiting and Shirting)

Soi- DGM [Mtls] For The Kerala Minerals & Metals Lid,

Design, Engineering, Manufacture, Painting, testing at
works, transportaticn to site, unloading and storage at
gife, arection, insurance, testing and cnmmissinnFrE
of DCS for Liquid Nitrogen | Oxygen storage tanks
allied items at Titanium Dioxide pigment unit of KMML
on turnkey basis (Excluding Civil Works)

Sa~ HOW(T) For The Kerala Minerals & Matals Ltd,

Chavara 21.04 2021

2. | 2021_KMML_421482 1

Chavara 21.04 2021

" VISVESVARAYA'JALANIGAMA LIMITED |

| Ref: SHORT TERM TENDER NOTIFICATION No:06/2020-21

STAY PROTECTED FROM COWVID-13, MO CARELESSNESS UNTIL THERE =5 A CUSE

be subsequently issued fo the shor-fisted applicants only.

(Government of Karnataka Enterprise)
Office of the Executive Engineer
VJNL, Yettinahole Project Division, No.3 Arasikere

Ph: 08174233111 e-mail: eeypd3ask @gmail.com
No: EE/YP/VJNL/DIV-03/YGC/TN/2021-22/65 Dated: 17.04.2021

dtd:30.03.2021 No: EE/YP/VINL/DIV-03/YGC/TN/2020-21/
1457 Dated: 30.03.2021 Tenders invited in e-procurement or
“PERCENTAGE BASIS” for the package work of “Improvement
works to the roads in the purview of Yettinahole integrateg
drinking water project in Sakaleshpura, Alur, Belur ang
Arasikere Talukas of Hassan Dist”.The following change is tg
be considered for the above said work notification. All other
conditions remain unaltered. SINo.a)As per short term tender
notificationTN06/2020-21 dated:30.03.2021: The amount put
to tender is Rs5187.00lakhs. To be read as: The amount put tg
tender is Rs5177.00lakhs. b)Intending bidder can access thg
tender documents from 08.04.2021 through e-portal. To be
read as: Intending bidder can access the tender documents
from 22.04.2021 through e-portal Executive Engineer,VINL, YR
Division, No.3,Arasikere. Ph: 08174-233111, e-mail

eeypd3ask@gmail.com Sd/- Executive Engineer,
VINL, Y P Division, No.3 Arasikere
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VISVESVARAYA JALA NIGAMA LIMITED

(Government of Karnataka Enterprises)
Uppar Bhadra Project, Division No.04, Hosadurga.
Ph/Fax: 08199 —230018 E-Mail: eeubpdvn4@gmail.com
No: EE/UBP/VINL/DIV-04/Bridge/TD.01/2021-22 Dt: 17.04.2021

TENDER NOTIFICATION (TWO COVER SYSTEM)
(Only through E-PROCUREMENT PORTAL)

Percentage tender through e-portal for the Construction of
Bridge cum Barrages work in Two cover system is invited by the
Executive Engineer, VINL, UBP, Division No. 4 Hosadurga on behalf
of the Managing Director, Visvesvaraya Jala Nigam Ltd, from the
eligible contractors who fulfils the pre-qualification conditions
for the works “Construction of Road Bridge and approach roads
from bevinahalli village to Hunasekatte village via Bevinalamma
temple (in Back water of Vani Vilas sagara) of Hosadurga Taluk in
Chitradurga district”. The Contractors can access and download
the completed bid documents through e-procurement website
www.cproc. karnataka.gov in from 22.04.2021.

Details such as Amount put to tender/ EMD amount/
qualification of Bidders/ Tender conditions/Tender processing fee
etc., can be obtained through e-procurement or from the office of
the under signed during the office hours up to 28.04.2021 up to
4.00 PM. Pre bid meeting will be held on 29.04.2021 on O/o Chief
Engineer, VINL, UBP Zone. Chitradurga at 11.00 AM. The date for
submission of completed tenders is 21.05.2021 at 4.00 PM. The
tender will be opened on 24.05.2021 @ 11.00 AM at the office
of the Executive Engineer, VINL, UBP Division No.04, Hosadurga
through e-procurement. The date of opening of Financial Bid will
be intimated to the qualified bidders. The authority competent
to accept the tenders shall have the right of rejecting all or any of
the tenders without assigning any reasons and will not bound to
accept the lowest tender.

Note: EPF Registration Certificate is mandatory; the tenders
of the bidder who fails to upload EPF Registration Certificate will
be disqualified.

RO No. 066: DIPR/CTA/MCA/2021-22

Sd/- Executive Engineer
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CROSSWORD 4409 y MichaelFry & T Lewis DAY TODAY BY PETER VIDAL

ol YORK CITY A . I HAD HIM LANDING ON
B'IFiEHﬁEC&F?EHEE JJ ON A I NON/ A PILE OF LOMBIES. ARIES (Mar 21 - Apr 20) LIBRA (Sep 24 - Oct 23)
SIDEWALK AND A MAN FELL The Sun and Pluto There is a sense in
IN AND LANDED ON A HUGE [ have teamed upina which you keep
PILE OF RATS,., » ; rather splendid coming back to the
3 alignment, but if same financial
you think that you can sit problems and worries, just
ﬂfﬂfvﬂf around while financial like a cracked record. Yet
r matters sort themselves out, rather than dwelling on
. you are making a big mistake. hopes, fears and other
! Don't take risks, and don't illusions, you may actually do
= toy with someone something about it. All you
& else's emotions. need is sufficient
5 determination.
b TAURUS (Apr 21 - May 21)
| Partners really SCORPIO (Oct 24 - Nov 23)
4 g S i | - . e must be taken It so happens that
— ' - — — - — - seriously if you are today's planetary
- not to blunder into picture offers you
CALVINZ HOBBES py Bill Watterson something rather more than the chance to
you bargained for. triumph once and for all. You
Never make the cardinalerror ~ could even be propelled
TUE THRILL OF THE CHASE IS of belittling any friend, headlong into a remarkable
T S0 UIMINISHED WHEN ONE'S colleague or associate, twelve-month period of
PREY HAS LITTLE LESS. especially if you happen to be optimism and opportunity.
ACROSS DOWN ] 8 ;‘_ﬁ/—; in their debt. Any way in which you can put
1 How the sailor and parson 1 Takedown toalowerlevel? (6) e 5 d'l I H GEMINI (May 22 - June 21) your cares behind you will be
o " \ y well worth the effort.
may join together (6) 2 It'sheld by solicitors to be | One area of your
4 City turned bitterly cold permissible (5) 3 @ chart which SAGITTARIUS (Nov 24 - Dec 22)
(6) 3 Whigcanbeseeninvolvedin £ deserves mention Mercury represents
9 Picnicouting includes upper aninformal chat ] today represents your brilliant
class composer (7) o your physical well-being. It thoughts and best
(7) 5 Aspice having no end of use in E looks as if emotional tension ideas, and its
10 Quiet start to prayer savouries (5) 5 could leave you feeling current helpful presence
(5) 6 Passround the salt showing i worn out, but sensible, reveals your ability to control
11 Asignthatyour car’s not care and quietness i organised relaxation will everyone and everything set
working? (2,3) (7) P go along way to help. up in opposition to you. You
12 Theyrise in anger 7 We'dsit outin the broadest - - Pamper yourself. may be able to banish rivals
7 sense (6 with no more than a few well-
13 (Th)is could make you afraid to 8 Certaifqh)/ not open-handed mm T CANCER (June 22 - July 23) chosen words.
goon(5,6) (5-6) by om ArmSt ro ng Tomorrow's stars
18 Eating here is no picnic 14 News of current interest? raise the prospect CAPRICORN (Dec 23 - Jan 20)
O i) G : WE'RE GOING TO A WEDDING? | EVERYONE WILL BE WELL, IN THE INTEREST OF otwildand costly ggesgﬁzstgfdeas;uggg
opper ban e reporter’s announcemen ' ) . _ )
22 Defraud and leave for a foreign will produce a marked effect THE PANDEMIC STILL ISN'T SIX FEET APART. IT EAFET“ WHaT ¥ | STAVEY - reason this needs to be @ liable to blow up
country (5) (7) 4 OVER - d ILL BE SAFE FARTHER THAN SIX FEET AWAY™~ mentioned today is so that before much
23 Agentle eccentric-sorefined 16 Itcuts things rather fine N ))’/E ... LIKE ON THIS COLICH? s g?u (éle!n hre51sttany sef;:luctlve lon%gr. Ig gtel;eral rd fadv1se
(7) (6) andishments or offers caution but, in specific
24 Gowhere lots of others go 17 Lamentabout nuts (6) £ coming your way over the situations, you must use your
(6) 19 There’s nothing persistent in : next twenty-four hours - at own judgment. It may be
25 Equally an expansive person this scent (5) i least until you're aware of the better to make pla'ps insecret,
(2,4) 21 Extrathin(5) i : hidden pitfalls. a\éxlvzaey %;)Ell]t] V(\),‘;her(s) ul'lnlt:lggli\clle
! LEO (July 24 - Aug 23) ﬁnnécessary cyriicism.
Solutions Crossword 4408: Across: 1 Resting, 5 Ashes, 8 Part of the time, 9 Erica, g i Avery powerful
10 Abysses, 11 Leered, 12 Poplin, 15 Othello, 17 Total, 19 Strangulation, 20 Needs, 21 g E themeinyoursolar =~ AQUARIUS (Jan 21- Feb 19)
SIe,ghs. Down: 1Rupee, 2 Ser-wce charge, 3 Isolate, 4 Gateau, 5 Apery,§ Hair- E ~ chart concerns a Little by little life is
splitting, 7 Stepson, 11 Looks in, 13 Outrage, 14 Rogues, 16 Lanes, 18 Links. E = pos sible move of m oving your way,
o home or equivalent domestic and you may assert
upheaval. The best way to your independence

retain control is to set the pace  and stand up for your rights.

W o at every turn. Once you start However, authority figures,
Difficulty Level 5s I~ reacting to events after they from employers to the law, are
Instructions 4 5 < happen, you will quickly lose liable to be swept by intense
Given below are four jumbled words. Solve the jumbles to make proper words and move them to To solve a Sudoku puzzle, < 3 86157 4|19/2!1 your way. emotions at unpredictable
therespective squares belo.w. Select the lettersin the shaded squares and jumble them to get 0 every digit fro.m 1t09 B 2 “| _f ; | 5 4 g E 1 2 E 7 3 VIRGO (Aug 24 - Sep 23) moments, so watch out!
the answer for the given quip. must appearin each of the } .
Fall___times, stand up___-Japanese proverb (5,.,5) < . . . T 3 \¢” I There's a possible PISCES (Feb 20 - Mar 20)
— — g nine vertical columns, in o) 1711/ 2]916/3|5/8 4 problem at work, You still have a
each of the nine horizontal 1 T1214 5 perhaps involving a powerful desire for
PTEEE AAGRHN = rows and in each of the g | 4 6 7125|839 misunderstanding anything which is
. — — - - \¢* nine boxes. 7] 9.3/ 8I17'4 612115 and almost certainly strange, different or
' connected to a person of just plain unusual. It really
[ . - ._. [ ‘ 8 4 2|18 6 9 g 12/5]3/ 8|9|4|6|7 intense passions. Somebody doesn't matter what you
KRIST INORGV . J you're involved with dabble in, or where you do it,
a D'f_ﬂcu'ty Levgl _ _ 9 7 = | 8§ 94123 1]7/5 6 will also make a demand for justaslong asitis stimulating
.:-:. .: :- 1s=Very easy; 25 = Easy; 713 9 8 ) 6 7 314 5 819 2 total truth and commitment.  and stirs up new ideas. Leave
3s=Medium; 4s=Hard; — | Be careful, and say onlywhat ~ partners to cope with dull,
Ss =VeryHard; 6s = 5 2 (@) |12 51|16/ 9 7|34 8 you mean. everyday life!
g1ano1d asauede[ - JySIa dn puels ‘sawlin UAAIS [[B] :1oMSUY Genius TR T i (7p)
DNIAOY YYONVYH TADIS AddAL :NOLLNTO0S
éu:.'"" ) OFFICE OF THE *
ix
f‘% EXECUTIVE ENGINEER Yol FFICE OF THE DIRECTOR GENERAL OF PRISON SEARCH FOR MISSING
?fm'f JAL SHAKTI (PHE) DEPARTMENT, DIVISION,AWANTIPORA —— PRISONS HEADQUARTERS: NEAR LAJWANTI SRS TeeE e hRtGiA
A=K email : phedivisionawantipora@gmail.com — . ; :
P pora@g GARDEN CHOWK JANAKPURI: NEW DELHI. depictad ire the photo), Namely: Anshu
TENDER DOCUMENT No. F. 21(13)/DS, Prov/Local Purchase/CD-003633685/2020-21/ Dated: Kumari D/e Shailender Choudhary Rie H.
Technical Bid-Vol | NIT ID No.: 2021_CJT_202979_1 Mo. 186, Khasra No. 558, Adhikari Mohalla,
(Technical Bid-Volume-I) e-TENDER NOTICE Maidan Garhi, New Delhi has been missing
TOP SHEET For and on behalf of the President of India, e-tender (on line e-procure- since 31.03.2021 from the area of P.S.
E-NIT S. NO: 05/PHA of 2021-22 ment website https://govtprocurement.delhi.gov.in) are invited for Maidan Garhi, Mew Delhi. In this regard a
E- TENDER FOR Procurement of Local Purchase (Daily Purchase) of Medicines and case vide FIR No. 77/21 “’_'5 363 IPC dat_ﬂ'j
Drugs, Lab items, Small surgical items, Small Dental items and X-ray ANSHU KUMARI 02.04.2021 has been registered at Police
S.No| Narmie of Work items etc required in Central Jail Tihar, Rohini Jail & Distt. Jail Mandoli, Station Maidan Garhi, New Delhi. Her
01 Providing water supply facilities for the coverage of FHTC including laying, fitting, successful testing & commissioning of 150 mm dia D.| pipes from intake upto Delhi. The NIT has been uploaded and available along with terms and physical description is as under:-
S.R and Construction of 0.40 Lac Gins capacity RCC S.R & Intake Chamber/Spring Protection works of Water Supply Scheme Shariefabad Noorabad (under JJM) . , e Adge - 17 Y: Heiaht: 53" C lexion :
including maintenance for a period of three years which includes 12 months DLP. condition and detailed specifications. All the tenderers are requested to . ge: . e.‘:‘lr:?:. eight: bl omplexion:
02 | Providing water supply facilities for the coverage of FHTC including Construction of 0.60 Lac gallons capacity Slow Sand Filtration Plant, 0.20 Lac gallons capacH have digital certificate (class Il and above) and then to get themselves| | Wheatish, Face: Round, Built: Medium, Wearing : Black colour
ity Service Reservoir & Chain Link Fencing of Water Supply Scheme Doodimarg (under JJM) including maintenance for a period of three years which includes 12 registered with the application service provider of Govt. of NCT of Delhi T-shirt & brown colour jeans and black colour shoes in feet.
months DLP.. . F i : ] -
03 Providing water supply facilities for the coverage of FHTC including Revamping of SSFP, S.R. & Intake Chambers at Lam & Gutengoo of Water Supply Scheme e-proc_urement System and shouild apply online before the Last Date .ﬂ.n}- FI_ETSD“ naving En}r- |nf1:|-rmat|1:|-r'|."{'_."!ue al:l-uut. iz missu.'ig glrl,
Lam Aripal (under JJM). including maintenance for a period of three years which includes 12 months DLP. and Time. may inform SHO, Maidan Garhi, New Delhi at E-mail Id -
04 | Providing water supply facilities for the coverage of FHTC including Providing/Fabrication of Steel Truss to existing Quarter, Construction of Tiolet Block & Estimated Cost Of Work . Rs. 12 crore cici@chi.gov.in or Website: http://cbi.nic.in
Electrical/Mechanical works of Water Supply Scheme Pahaldachan (under JUM). including maintenance for a period of three years which includes 12 months DLP, Date of release of tender through © 19.04.2021 Phisii: SHO
05 Providing water supply facilities for the coverage of FHTC including Construction of Intake Chamber of Water Supply Scheme Noorpora Old (under JJM). includ- - i ; : - 2
ing maintenance for a period of three years which includes 12 months DLP. E p:o;utre;n_ltfnt SOIfUtlon ot of tend 10.05.2021 at 12:00 NOON 011-24368638, 24368641 P.5. Maidan Garhi, New Delhi
06 | Providing water supply facilities for the coverage of FHTC including Construction of Tiolet Block & Electrical Mechanical Works of Water Supply Scheme Khenibugh ast date / Time ot receipt o ) enders -10.95. atle: Fax No. 011-24368639 South Distt., Delhi
(under JJM). including maintenance for a period of three years which includes 12 months DLP. Through e-procurement solution DP/484/SD/2021 Ph. No. 011-26653615, 7827710234, 8750870825
07 | Providing water supply facilities for the coverage of FHTC of Water Supply Scheme Hajinnard Hamidabad (under JJM). including maintenance for a period of three Online bid opening date : 10.05.2021 at 12:30 PM
years which includes 12 months DLP. Further information can be seen at: https://govtprocurement.delhi.gov.in
The Bidding documents consisting of eligibility criteria, specification, bill of quantities (B.O.Q) set of terms & conditions of contract and other details Sd/- S EARC H F 0 R M I SSI N G
can be seen/ downloaded from the e-procurement Portal “http:/jktenders.gov.in“as per schedule of dates given below:- Superintendent-Il: PHQ _ o ;
Tihar. N .D Ny General Public is hereby informed that a boy
Sr. Description DATE ihar, New Delhi o
No. DD | MM [ YYYY | Time DIP/ SHABDARTH / 0032/21-22 ;‘ﬂﬁ'iﬁxgﬁgaﬁ.f“'ﬁﬁr:{:ﬂ;:mz“
i Publishing date of NIT 20 | 04 2021 09:00 AM SR, il inad
2 " Download start date 20 04 2021 09:00 AM been missing from his house since
3 Bid submission start date 20 04 2021 09:00 AM FORM NO. CAA.2 04.04.2021. In this regard a FIR No.
z Bid submission end date 05 | 05 | 2021 | 400PM BEFORE THE HON'BLE NATIONAL COMPANY LAW TRIBUNAL, 162121, 0aled 05.04.2021 WS 363 IPC has
5 Bid opening date (Technical Cover) 06 05 2021 11:00 AM DELHI BENCH, NEW DELHI been registered at PS, Ambedkar Nagar,

COMPANY APPLICATION (CAA) NO. 49/ND/2021

Notice Inviting e-Tender OPEN SOLUTIONS SOFTWARE SERVICES |

E-NIT S. No. 05/PHA of 2021-22 PRIVATE LIMITED }
For and on behalf of the Lt. Governor UT of J&K e-tenders (Two cover System) on ltem Rate Basis including the maintenance cost for a period {H?ﬂsgﬁggrﬁlwéféﬂrﬁﬁm Ruilding 30 ]'
of Three Years which includes 12 months of DLP are invited from Reputed and resourceful contractors/ Firms/Companies/Joint Venture of repute Hizgarm:ddin. Delhi-110013 gt e

in PWD or Equivalent in CPWD/ Railways and other state Governments for the following works, which should be uploaded on the Procurement

New Delhi,
The description of missing boy is asunder

Jogender

. Applicant Company No. 1 Name: Jogender, Husband's Name : Sh. Brijesh Kumar, Age : 16
years, Height : 53", Complexion @ Wheatish, Face : Round,

web portal http://jktenders.gov.in for the subjected work(s) referred below to be received by the Executive Engineer Jal Shakti (PHE) Department, | | FISERV GE PRIVATE LIMITED | Built: ND““E‘_[ Wearing: Blue jeans, red colour shirt and white
Division Awantipora and as per the details mentioned in this e-tender notification and to whom all the terms and conditions of detailed e-NIT {H‘:lr"!:t"'ngg?pr%EEmuﬂﬂmE M ) Aolicant C No. 2 colour shoes in feet.
[Tender Documents/IF;]WD//FfrmdNo:- 25 double are accepted. The detailed tender document and Specifications etc. can be downloaded on the || fEF/EIEd So16E: <1, TEZAMULEIN East Hew ¥ o SUPPNEATL o OV Y. Wt If anyone having any clueinformation, kindly inform the
e-procurement portal http://jktenders.gov.in. ; : bers
The cost of tender documents (Non-refundable/Non-Transferable) should be in the shape of e-Challan or Treasury Challan/Receipt in favour ADVERTISEMENT OF NOTICE OF THE MEETING OF EQUITY SHAREHOLDERS AND CREDITORS :In{ti:{glgﬁﬁzlbfﬁliwlngphune ) ' SHO
Executive Engineer Jal Shakti (PHE) Department, Division Awantipora. Notice is hereby given that by an order dated 13 th Apnl, 2021 the New Delhi Bench of = -|' o t!,':@ t:[rnli "irrl.l PS.. Ambedkar Nagar,
National Company Law Tribunal has directed separale mestings to be held of Equity| | 207 - FEEFERER e =iing ’
ﬁr. Name of Work Est(i:mated qul% '{;ime c|>f glass of | |Shareholders and Unsecured Creditors of the aforesaid Applicant Companies for the Fi:..:_. -i:li1-23|::-1 4046, 30115229 New Delhi
0 ® inoLsatcs) ?in 3 :t?(;g- ontract purpose of considenng, and i thought fit, 3pproing with or without I'I'IDdIﬁE&‘III:II'I..ﬂ"-E 23015218, Extn. 210 Ph.: 011-29052304
Scheme of Amalgamalion proposed to be made betwean the Opan Solubons Saftware DP/492/SD/2021
01 | Providing water supply facilities for the coverage of FHTC including laying, fitting, successful testing & com-| 126.910 | 2600 | 90 DAYS  AYY Servicas Private Limited Fiserv CE Private Limited, CDI Bluspay Private Limited and Fiest 29051917
miSSioning of 150 mm d|aD| pipes from intake Upto S.R and Construction Of 0.40 Lac Gins CapaCity RCC Diala DE’!’EIUF"“EH! Pmvate Limited [hemg “Tranzferor Cnmmnies"? with Fisery |ndiz
S.R & Intake Chamber/Spring Protection works of Water Supply Scheme Shariefabad Noorabad (under JJM) Private Limited (being “Transferee Company") and their respective Shareholders,

including maintenance for a period of three years which includes 12 months DLP.
02 | Providing water supply facilities for the coverage of FHTC including Construction of 0.60 Lac gallons capaci-| 101.111 | 2600 |90 DAYS  AYY
ty Slow Sand Filtration Plant, 0.20 Lac gallons capacity Service Reservoir & Chain Link Fencing of Water
Supply Scheme Doodimarg (under JUM) including maintenance for a period of three years which includes 12

gieie: TROPICAL FOREST RESEARCH INSTITUTE

Indian Council of Forestry Research & Education -

In pursuance of the zaid order and as directed therein further nofics is hereby given that:
1. a meeting of Equity Shareholders and Unsecured Craditors of the Applicant
Company No. 1 will be held on Saterday, the 22 nd May, 2021 al 1 p.m. and 2 p.m.

months DLP.. respectively, through audio-visual means and registered office of the said Company —— ; :
03 | Providing water supply facilities for the coverage of FHTC including Revamping of SSFP, S.R. & Intake | 97.703 | 1600 | 90 DAYS' AYY ;T" ﬁﬂme'ﬂﬁ’ the P’*’*‘;‘f:”f dt_:m meetings E"-[ ";rj'“hlf“{; F“'E'EE the said Equity i G"‘“_E“_lq ﬂdllfltﬂ-']h IM' : E@ W“Jiﬁm A
Chambers at Lam & Gutengoo of Water Supply Scheme Lam Avripal (under JUM). including maintenance for S A o AL O B TS U 100 ST I b _ [An autonomous Council under the Ministry of Environme: orests, Govt. of Indial
a period of three years which includes 12 months DLP. 2. a meeting of Equity Shareholders and Unsecured Creditors of the Applicant ( TETET TE N YA, W W & UF gy uie )
04 | Providing water supply facilities for the coverage of FHTC including Providing/Fabrication of Steel Truss to| 38.228 | 1100 | 60 DAYS' AAY Company No. 2 will be held on Saturday, the 22 nd May, 2021 a1 3 p.m. and 4 p.m. PO.-R.FR.C, Mandla Road, JABALPUR- 482 021
existing Quarter, Construction of Tiolet Block & Electrical/Mechanical works of Water Supply Scheme BEE respectively, through audio-visual means and registered office of the said Company THAT - ATOTEOTIORO, WLAT 72, TaF-482 021
Pahaldachan (under JUM). including maintenance for a period of three years which includes 12 months DLP. shall be deemed to the place of thn_a maetings af which and place the said Equity ! '
05 | Providing water supply facilities for the coverage of FHTC including Construction of Intake Chamber of Water | 37.233 | 1100 | 60 DAYS ~ AAY Shareholders and Unsecured Creditors are requestsd fo attend, and the detalled | | No. 15-1{1)/RC-Chemical, Glassware/2021-22/Pur/TFRIJBP/83  Date. 20/04/2021
Supply Scheme Noorpora Old (under JJM). including maintenance for a period of three years which includes BEE nstruclions regarding attendance at the meatings through avdio visual means and ¥ #
12 months DLP. voting fhereat are circulated along with the motices served upon the Equity m Wﬂ BTITH'UT
Providing water supply facilities for the coverage of FHTC including Construction of Tiolet Block & Electrical ' Shareholders and Unsecured Creditors, . : 3 4
06 | Mechanical Works of Water Supply Scheme Khenibugh (under JJM). including maintenance for a period of | 36-932 | 1100 | 60 DAYS éé\é C{n[;lllesl.:uﬁhe said Eﬂﬁhg?ﬁ}ﬂfﬁ.mgllga;aﬁmgmd t}frlhﬁ Statement under 5E§1|n#2%2ﬁ2 TEITE BT 99 2021-2022 T 2022-2023 T AT,
three years which includes 12 months DLP. of tha Companies Act, can be obtained free of charge at the ragistered office of the . : S
i y it m n 1| |Company or atthe office of its Advocates AEF'AI:II-‘:-:E:EE.QE - 530, Ground Flioor, Defence m m E,E GEﬂEﬂGQUE ﬁ HU; ‘I'rﬂ‘ FUHRTUT mﬁ]ﬁf
o7 | Providing water supply facilities for the coverage of FHTC of Water Supply Scheme Hajinnard Hamidabad | »g 456 1100 | 60 DAYS' AAY g . ' ' ] = ]
(under JJM). including maintenance for a period of three years which includes 12 months DLP. ' BEE Colony, New Delhi-110024, Persons enfitied to attend and vole at the aforesasd mestings | | g5 Tﬁf %E gfatsa fAaiar suf=gt 5 9 HET wEAE

may, vole in person or by proxy, provided that all proxies in the prescribed form are

deposited at the raspective ragistered office of the Applicant Cornpanias at First Fioor, a-l'l'l:fﬁl?l‘ ﬁ':n'ﬁ‘ Trl'lT:]‘ % | {Td a—‘qﬁ‘&l‘ L' eSS I e.m‘lgﬁﬁarﬂ ﬁ-?

Position of Funds:- Available; Annexe Building 30, Nizamuddin, Delhi - 110013 and 30, Nizamuddin East, New Delhi - . 5
Major Head of Account: Jal Jeevan Mission (JJM) 110013, not kater than 48 hours before the meeting EapIEe R f‘a:"ai 1970572027 dek Ug= STHT ﬂ"f“ETU a:'i-
Position of AAA :- Accorded Forms of proxy can be obfained free of cost at the respective ragisterad office of the . 4

Applcark Companies. T = Tt ged gt o 20T W fee 31,03,/2023

For and on behalf of the Lt. Governor UT of Jammu & Kashmir | | The Tribunal has appointed Ms. Deepa Krishnan as the Chairperson and Adv. 5 Babbar as ﬂﬂi‘ﬂ“lﬂ'fﬁlﬁ'fﬁl Sd/-

No: -PHE/AWP/211-27 sd/-| |thealternate Chairperson of the said meetings. The abovementioned Scheme if approved T ( Hﬁfm )
Dated:- 17 -04-2021 Executive Engineer by the mesting, will be subject to the subsequent approval ofthe Hom'ble Tribunal. g0 . - ; :
DIPK-641 (JSD) PHE Division Awantipora, Piyush Kawalramani Wﬂ

| Dated this 20 th day of April 2021, Authorized Reprasentative of the Applicant Companies 3

b | e el | . e B R B
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Deepikatoworkon
mindset ahead of Tokyo

Kolkata: Gearing up for her third
Olympics, India's number one woman
archer Deepika Kumari is busy working
on the mental side of her game in her
effort to break the country’s medal jinx
in the sport at the highest level. Having
won the 2010 Commonwealth Games
gold at the age of 15, Deepika has has
finished on the podium five times in
seven appearances at the Archery World
Cup Final and collected countless other
international medals, but faltered at the
Olympics. "The upcoming Olympics will
be different for me.I'm learning how to
control my thoughts. At the same time,
I'm performing better,"” Deepika told
World Archery ahead of the first stage
of the World Cup in Guatemala City. This
time Deepika will be the lone entry from
India at the Tokyo Games if the archers
fail to grab the team quota at the World
Cup Stage 3 in Paris. "Archery is all about
your mind and thoughts. We have to
know how to handle pressure. How to
control the brain. My mind control, my
thought control. That's the key in
archery and sports,” Deepika said.

Drawing inspiration
from Federer: Mairaj

New Delhi: The oldest shooter in India's
15-member team for Tokyo Olympics,
top shotgun marksman Mairaj Ahmad
Khan says he is drawing inspiration
from tennis legend Roger Federer to
shine at the upcoming sporting show-
piece. The Tokyo Games, scheduled to
be held from July 23 to August 8, will be
the 45-year-old Mairaj's second appear-
ance at the Olympics. "When I see him
on the court and when people say he is
getting old, I say 'no. I think he is the
G.0.A.T.(greatest of all time). Whenever
I see him, it gives me goose bumps,”
Mairaj, who is ranked 10th in the world
in his event, said in a video posted by
Sports Authority of India (SAI). "I really
want to be like him; he is my idol,"
Mairaj said of the 39-year-old tennis
great, who has won an unprecedented
20 Grand Slams in an illustrious career.
"l always watch his (Federer's) games. |
always read about him. It gives me im-
mense pleasure.”

7 moreIndians boxersin
semis of youth Worlds

New Delhi:Babyrojisana Chanu out-
classed defending European champion
Alexas Kubicka as seven Indian boxers
stormed into the semi-finals at the youth
world championships for men and
women in Kielce, Poland. Along with
Chanu (51kg), Arundhati Choudhary
(69kg), Sanamacha Chanu (75kg), Ankit
Narwal (64kg), Vishal Gupta (91kg),
Bishwamitra Chongtham (49kg) and
Sachin (56kg) assured themselves of at
least a bronze by advancing to the last-
four stage on Day 7 of competitions.
With the confirmation of seven more
medals, the 20-member Indian contin-
gent is now assured of 11 medals from
the ongoing championship. Earlier on
Day 6, Vinka, Alfiya, Gitika and Poonam
had advanced to the semi-finals. In the
men's category, Asian junior champ
Bishwamitra and Narwal notched-up 5-
0 victories PTI

WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

ON THE TUBE

INDIAN PREMIER LEAGUE

Punjab Kings vs Sunrisers Hyderabad
3.30pm; Kolkata Knight Riders vs CSK
7:30pm, Live on Star Sports Network

Rumbling in the ranks

Manager Pep Guardiola criticises European Super League's closed format of which his club Manchester City is part of

ASSOCIATED PRESS
LONDON, APRIL 20

Manchester City manager Pep Guardiola
called on his club's ownership to break its
silence on the creation of a breakaway
Super League, which he believes threatens
the integrity and values of the sport.

Guardiola said he is still waiting for
more information from those behind the
proposals for a closed-off league of elite
clubs, 36 hours after they were first an-
nounced in a press release that revealed
only a few details about the planned com-
petition.

"The right people have to clarify -- they
have the obligation, the duty, as soon as
possible, today better than tomorrow, to-
morrow better than the day after tomor-
row, to come out all around the world,"”
Guardiola said.

"Because it is a worldwide issue. Clarify
what is the situation that is going to come,
and the benefits, and why they took the de-
cision these teams are going to play and the
other ones not."

City is one of six English teams involved
in the proposed Super League, along with
three from Italy and three from Spain. Aside
from those 12 "founding clubs,” three more
will be invited to join the league as perma-
nent members while five slots would be
left open, to be determined each year.

Guardiola took issue with the fact that
15 teams, including City, would be guaran-
teed a place in the competition.

"Sport's not a sport when the relation-
ship between the effort and the success,
the effort and reward, doesn't exist," he
said. "It's not a sport. It's not a sport when
success is already guaranteed. It's not a
sport when it doesn't matter when you
lose. That's why I've said many times, |
want the best competitions as strong as
possible, especially the Premier League,
and that it's not fair when one team fights,
fights, fights and arrives at the top and af-
ter cannot be qualified because the success
is already guaranteed for just a few clubs."

Guardiola spoke out a day after
Liverpool manager Jurgen Klopp voiced his
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Fans outside Old Trafford protest against Manchester United’s decision to join the Super League project. Reuters

concerns about the lack of competition in
a closed-off Super League.

Guardiola said he felt "uncomfortable”
that managers such as him and Klopp were
being asked to answer for their owners.

"Honestly, we are not the right people
to answer this question because there are
presidents who can talk more clearly about
what is the idea for the future where foot-
ball wants to go," he said. "I would love,"
Guardiola added, "the president of this
committee to go out all around the world
and say what is the reason why we took
that decision. I support my club. I know the
people and I am part of this club.”

Johnson rolls up sleeves

English opposition to the Super League
intensified on Tuesday when the Premier
League threatened action against the six

rebel clubs and Prime Minister Boris
Johnson considered introducing laws to
stop them forming the new European com-
petition.

Liverpool manager Jurgen Klopp has
also expressed concerns about the actions
of his club's owners.

The Premier League has already threat-
ened the six Super League clubs with ex-
pulsion if they go it alone in Europe. The
other 14 clubs met on Tuesday and "unan-
imously and vigorously" rejected the Super
League plans.

"The Premier League is considering all
actions available to prevent it from pro-
gressing, as well as holding those share-
holders involved to account under its
rules,” the English top division said in a
statement.

Premier League officials were also part

of a meeting alongside representatives of
fan groups led from Downing Street by
Johnson, who called the Super League
"anti-competitive" and pledged to "drop a
legislative bomb" on it if necessary.

The government could adopt the 50-
plus-1 rule from Germany that gives fans
the majority of voting rights, nominally to
protect clubs from being controlled by pri-
vate investors.

"All attendees agreed that action was
necessary to protect the fairness and open
competition we expect to see in football,
and to uphold the fundamental principle
that any club should have the chance to
play and win against the biggest playersin
the game,"” Johnson's Downing Street of-
fice said in a statement.

The Super League aims for 15 founding
Super League clubs, three places are yet to

Mishra’s dream spell paves the way for Capitals win

SYNOPSIS

B Mishra rolls back the years.
Capitals hold their nerve

SHAMIKCHAKRABARTY
APRIL20

DELHI CAPITALS were cruising at one stage.
But Mumbai Indians’ never-say-die attitude
took the game into the final over. Shikhar
Dhawan and Rishabh Pant departed in quick
succession to make matters tense for Capitals,
butJasprit Bumrah bowled two no-balls to re-
lease the pressure. Also, Ml had only 137 runs
on the board, and Shimron Hetmyer and Lalit
Yadav held their nerve to secure a six-wicket
win with five balls remaining.

Capitals’ win was even more creditable for
this was their first match in Chennai.
Conditions were tricky, something which MI
got acquainted with, as this was their fourth
game at Chepauk. But Capitals were the bet-

ter team on the night.

Mishra rolls back the years

Infavourable conditions, Amit Mishra can
still spin a web. At 38 years of age, interna-
tional cricket probably has bypassed him, but
ona ‘gripping’ surface, the leg-spinner showed
his value. This was only Mishra’s second
match in this year’s IPLand he made a telling
contribution.

Rohit Sharma took allittle bit of time to get
into the groove but once he settled down, the
MI captain was playing like a prince. An in-
side-out lofted drive for six off Kagiso Rabada
was magnificent. Pant hurriedly brought on
Mishra, inside the Powerplay, to stem the run-
flow.

He started off by conceding back-to-back
fours to Suryakumar Yadav. But when Mishra
came back for his second spell, his dream run
began. Rohit jumped out of his crease, but the
bowler had held his leg-break backaa little. The
batsman had to reach out for the ball and skied
it to Steve Smith at long-on.

Acouple of balls later, a similar delivery ac-
counted for Hardik Pandya. The all-rounder
went through his shot, but the wily leggie had
beaten him in the air.

A googly trapped Kieron Pollard plumbin
front. Mishra wasn't giving the batsmen any
pace to play with and was turning the ball.
Suddenly, MI were 84/6 after 12 overs with
the cream of their batting back in the hut.

Scores of around 150 have proved to be par
at this venue, which the defending champi-
ons had defended successfully.

On Tuesday, however, Mishra took out all
the MI big hitters and innovators to thwart
their death-overs push. Ishan Kishan was play-
ing sensibly, building a partnership with Jayant
Yadav and setting himself up nicely for aback-
end slog. But he fell prey to Mishra’s pace vari-
ation - afaster delivery thatalmost yorked him.
The left-hander jabbed his bat down and
played the ball onto his stumps. The veteran
spinner finished with 4/24 from four overs.

Before that, at the start of the innings, two
champion cricketers cancelled each other out.

Hockey’s go-to statistician passes away

MIHIR VASAVDA
NEW DELHI, APRIL 20

AKENYAN hockey team touring India is not
an event that would enthuse many, not
even the die-hards. However, when the
African minnows travelled to New Delhi in
the 90s, one man from Sehore on the out-
skirts of Bhopal bunked office and made
the trip to the Capital.

It wasn'’t just to watch Kenya play. He,
instead, wanted to meet the team captain
with a rather unusual request. A few years
earlier, India had played a series in Kenya
and he was desperate to find out the names
of the two goalscorers missing in his list.

It was this dedication to his craft that
made Baboolal Goverdhan Joshi, who
passed away on Tuesday due to Covid-19,
one of the most prominent hockey statisti-
cians with an unparalleled body of work.
He was 67.

At a time when professional sports had
dedicated teams to maintain statistics,
Joshi was a one-man army in a sport that
was bereft of any such data, especially on
Indian players.

He went to extreme lengths to make
sure not a single goal scored by an Indian
went unrecorded.

This, despite the sport not being widely
telecast, matches being played atirregular
intervals and barely any information avail-
able on the web, making stats-keeping that
much harder.

Yet, for close to five decades, he has

BABOOLAL GOVERDHAN
JosHI

1954-2021

been a go-to man for federations, players
and journalists for all the numbers related
to hockey, more so the Indian game.

A retired engineer with the Madhya
Pradesh Water Resource Department,
Joshi’s tryst with numbers began with the
1970 Asian Games in Bangkok, when he
started keeping notes for himself listening
to radio commentary of India’s matches.

As India won three back-to-back World
Cup medals, starting with the bronze in
1971 and culminating with a gold medal in
1975, Joshi’s interest in the sport grew fur-
ther.

It was during this period that he started
keeping stats seriously - first by making a
£10 subscription to the World Hockey

Magazine, which the International Hockey
Federation (FIH) published monthly with
all match data (“The subscription cost was
more than my monthly salary, but still I
somehow managed,” Joshi often recalled).

He even paid advance money to a news-
paper vendor in Bhopal for copies of The
Hindu, which he referred to for hockey
match reports.

Once a month, Joshi travelled to the
state capital to collect his bundle as the
daily wasn't delivered to Sehore. After a de-
cent database was established, a regional
newspaper started publishing his stats dur-
ing the 1978 World in exchange for a token
amount.

That encouraged him to travel for
hockey by taking leave from work. He
started by visiting national training camps,
where he collected data of every Indian
player first hand.

When he visited Lahore for the 1990
World Cup, he collected data of players
from the leading nations from the team
brochures.

It's a practice he continued till the very
end through more or less the same means:
meet players and officials in person and
gather data as many hockey matches are
not shown on TV even today and sketchy
details available online.

The stockily-built man with hearty
laughter was an unmissable presence at
every major hockey tournament, especially
the ones held in India.

“He did painstaking work to keep his
records updated,” Joshi’s son Shravan said.

“He used to dictate each stat and I fed it on
the computer. And like a teacher, he used
to rebuke me for any spelling mistake or
wrong entry I made,” Shravan said.

His son wasn’t the only one to get an oc-
casional firing. Joshi would even chide the
FIH for their improper upkeep of stats and
would often urge Hockey India, the sport’s
domestic governing body, to maintain the
historical data related to the Indian play-
ers. Joshi would instantly correct the errors
made in the official accounts by referring
to the volumes of work he carried along
with him.

Evenin routine conversations, he would
randomly throw stats and trivia, at times
even reminding the visiting teams of the
significance of their goals.

“We have to figure out a way to not just
preserve his legacy but also carry it for-
ward. He invested his entire life for this, we
can’t let it go waste,” Shravan said.

Joshi, who travelled to different parts of
the world for hockey, had just one wish left
from his bucket list: to watch India play at
the Olympics. As fate would have it, his last
post on Facebook was about India at the
Olympics.

“Indian hockey team’s performances
(against Olympic champions Argentina)in
preparation for the Olympics, which are
three months away,” he wrote, “bring a
smile to my face.”

Joshi’s post number 1226 (of course, he
numbered them!) summed up the man: a
die-hard with unwavering faith in the team
and always smiling.

Honours were even between Rohit and
Ravichandran Ashwin until the former stood
and delivered a gorgeous six over extra cover
toacarrom ball.

Capitals hold their nerve

Dhawan survived a marginal decision on
four, in the very first over of Capitals’ chase.
Hardik had pulled off a stunner diving forward
but the TV umpire adjudged that the ball had
touched the ground. Against a modest total,
Capitals needed to avoid a collapse. A 53-run
second wicket stand between Dhawan (45)
and Smith (33) laid the foundation for their
victory. The former stayed until the 15th over
to ensure that there was no middle-overs
muddle.

BRIEF SCORES: Mumbai Indians 137/9
in 20 ovs (Rohit Sharma 44, 30b, 3x4, 3x6;
Suryakumar Yadav 24, 15b,4x4; Amit Mishra
4/24, 11 dots) lost to Delhi Capitals 138/4 in
19.1 ovs (Shikhar Dhawan 45, 42b, 5x4, 1x6;
Steve Smith 33,29b,4x4; Jayant Yadav 1/25, 10
dots)

Sport's not asport when the
relationship between the effortand
the success, the effort and reward,
doesn'texist.

-PEP GUARDIOLA

He (Boris Johnson) was clear that no
actionis off the table and the
government is exploring every
possibility, including legislative
options, to ensure these proposals
are stopped.

-ITODOWNING STREET

be filled, and only five spots with more
open access.

"The Prime Minister confirmed the gov-
ernment will not stand by while a small
handful of owners create a closed shop,"
Downing Street said.

"He was clear that no action is off the
table and the government is exploring
every possibility, including legislative op-
tions, to ensure these proposals are
stopped.”

Everton decried the "preposterous ar-
rogance” of Super League clubs. Everton's
nine titles are the fourth most by a teamin
the history of the English top division, and
the club from Merseyside was considered
part of the country's elite in the 1980s and
early 1990s.

"The backlash is understandable and
deserved and has to be listened to,"
Everton's board of directors said in a state-
ment. "This preposterous arrogance is not
wanted anywhere in football outside of the
clubs that have drafted this plan.”

Everton's majority owner, British-
Iranian businessman Farhad Moshiri, has
spent heavily in recent years in an effort to
push the team, which is managed by Carlo
Ancelotti, into the group stage of the
Champions League for the first time.

West Ham is also pursuing a top-four
finish to qualify for the Champions League
for the first time. The east London club said
the Super League is an "attack on sporting
integrity, undermines competition."
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Amit Mishra came away with figures of
4/24. IPLt20.com/BCCl

Despite BCCI objection, Bihar
plans second T20 league

DEVENDRAPANDEY
MUMBAI,APRIL20

CHAOS PREVAILS in the Bihar Cricket
Association (BCA)as a group of officials want to
conduct asecond T20 tournament, less thana
month after a controversy-ridden league con-
cluded.

Last month the Indian cricket board ex-
pressed ire over BCA hosting the inaugural
Bihar Cricket League (BCL) without permis-
sion. Now the BCA's other faction, led by its sec-
retary, has announced dates for the Bihar
Premier League (BPL), starting from June 12 in
Patna.

They have sought permission from the
Board of Control for Cricket in India (BCCI) to
run a franchise-based tournament. The BCC],
however, says it will only allow a non-fran-
chise tournament without private individuals
as owners.

BCA has two groups within their Apex
Council. The group headed by BCA president
Rakesh Tiwary and a group headed by BCA sec-
retary Sanjay Kumar.

Last month, Tiwary's faction had hosted the
BCL despite BCCI emailing them to stop their
league after the tournament began.

Now, the other faction headed by BCA's sec-
retary Kumar wants the BCCI to give a green
signal for the BPL.

"We have written to BCCI to grant permis-
sion to hold BPL. It will be hosted by BCA and
will be a franchise-based T20 league. If every-
thing goes well, we will have a franchise auc-

tion and then a player auction in May," BCA
secretary Kumar told The Indian Express."We
will reply to their mail. If they want to run a
cricket tournament without a franchise model,
the BCCI has no problem but if not, the BCCI
will not permit them. If they do it again the
board will suspend them," a BCCI official said.

The BCCI had earlier sought legal opinion
on the BCA going ahead with the Bihar Cricket
League and demanded a compliance certifi-
cate to check if all norms set by Lodha
Committee's recommendation had been fol-
lowed. When contacted BCA president Tiwary,
from the faction that hosted the BCL, said the
new proposed tournament of the rival faction
had nothing to with BCA and no player of the
BCA can take partinit.

"Sanjay (the rival faction's secretary) has
been expelled from BCA. He cannot host any
tournament under the BCA banner and any
player registered with BCA will not take part
inthe league,” Tiwary stated.

In response, Kumar stated that for BCA,
Tiwary is no longer the president.

"None of the office bearers were with him
during his BCL. For us heis not president of BCA.
Let BCCI decide on our request,” Kumar told
this newspaper.

A few months ago, BCA president Tiwary
had expelled its secretary Kumar in their Apex
Council meeting. However, soon, Kumar with
support of its district members removed
Tiwary asit's president. The matter isin court
and BCCI hasinformed BCA that until the court
gives a verdict, the BCA president and secre-
tary will continue in their respective posts.
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- AND THE PROCESS 15 ON . ¢

n these modern times when the idea of God seems

a mirage and ego rules the mind, it is only through

understanding and awakening the essence of Shri

Rama within that one can cross the sea of illusion,

the Bhavasagara. However, it is not through a mental
activity such as reading or discourse that Shri Rama’s
essence can be understood, but an inner understanding
that comes through the awakening of a subtle energy
within. The subtle energy called as the Kundalinibears lot of
mentioninallthe scriptures and sacred writings (granthas)
like Vedas and Upanishadas, the working benefit of which
was also taught to ShriRama and Lakshmana by their guru,
Vashishtha, during their stay in his ashram. Kundalini is a
form of divine feminine energy (or Shakti) that resides in
three and a half coils at the base of the spinal cord in the
sacrum bone, called as the Mooladhara. This Kundalini
energy is thus the ‘mother’ energy which rises through
different centers of the Human Subtle System, piercing the
six chakras above it, ultimately opening the Sahasarara in
the limbic area. When this Kundalini gets awakened, the
union of the Spirit ‘Atma’ or Yoga takes place with the Divine
and one starts experiencing a new level of awareness
within. This is also called self-realization. It is said that
without knowing oneself, one cannot know God. It is only
after self-realization one can actually understand the truth
of all religions, saints and all the incarnations including
Shri Rama. In ancient times though, the awakening or
jagrutiof this energy was very difficult and one guru could
give self-realization to only one disciple. The process was
extremely rigid and involved strict purification of the
mind and body through tough penances and practices
under the instructions of the guru. From penances in
the chills of the snow-capped Himalaya to extensive
meditations in the deep forests of the Kishkindha, only
and only, the most pure and dedicated ones could get their
Self Realization. As a result, among millions, only one or
two hardly got the Spirit enlightened in their attention.

Bestowing the greatest gift of Kaliyugais the knowledge
of Sahaja Yoga, the method of en-masse realization
founded by Her Holiness Shri Mataji Nirmala Devi in the
year 1970. Fondly called as Shri Mataji, she worked out
a method to give Self Realization to desiring seekers
however small or large they would be in number. ‘Sahaja’
means effortless, hence this union with the Divine, the
‘Yoga’, becomes extremely effortless through Kundalini
awakening in Sahaja Yoga. Once the pure desire is
expressed, Mother Kundalinirises, crossing all the chakras,
opening the Sahasarara, ultimately filling the attention
with the light of the Spirit. As the light penetrates the
being, all the darkness of ignorance goes away and one
starts experiencing the connection with the Divine
expressed as subtle waves of cool breeze on the palms of
our hands and on top of the head.

“Although the Mani (Kundalini) manifests in the world,
but without the grace of Shri Rama no one can achieve
it. To achieve itis also easy (Sahaja) but unfortunate
peoplereject the easy method.”

(Shri Ramcharitmanas)

On enlightenment this body itself becomes a temple
with the enlightened light of the different deities at their
respective chakras, one of them being Shri Rama, residing
inthe Temple of our Hearts. When ShriHanumana grabbed
open his chest, Shri Sita Ram were seen residing in his
heart. Similarly, in our Subtle System which is made up of
three channels (nadis) and seven energy centers (chakras),
ShriRamaresides with his consort ShriSitaintheright side
of the Heart or the Anahata Chakra. When the Kundalini
passes through this chakra, Shri Rama gets awakened and
the person automatically starts adopting his qualities on
his own. This adoption of qualities is not forced through
any mental activity or outward discipline but occurs
spontaneously onthe Central Nervous System just as other
parasympathetic activities of digestion and heartbeat.

Shri Rama is the Maryada Purushottam, the keeper of
the sanctity and the greatest in all mankind. Through his
incarnation he showed the character of anideal being, the
importance of Dharma and the role as a responsible and
benevolent king. Shri Rama always looked for the welfare
ofthe public, theiropinion and worked for Janamatta or the
decision of the people. Not only that, the greatest quality
(guna) visible in his life is that of an honest government
keeper and atruthful king which he accomplished through
his balance, peace, mildness and sweetness.

“The sweetness of Shri Rama, the way He used to make
people feel comfortable, an example is of an oyster who
gets a little stone into the body of the shell, takes out a
kind of a shiny liquid and covers it with that shiny liquid
and makesitintoapearltobe comfortable. Now He did not
want His own comfort. Ramais a little bit different, that He
wanted to make everyoneintoadiamond orapearlsothat
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the other person would shine and would look nice and that
is how He felt comforted. The benevolence of Shri Rama
was shown when He started ruling the people. He was the

one who cared for the needs of the people.”
(H.H Shri Mataji’s description of ShriRamaas a
benevolent king)

For the protection of the innocent, Shri Rama killed
innumerable Rakshasas including the hefty Ravana, even
though he wasthe most patientand calm (Paramsheel) but
forthe protection of Dharma and righteousness he did not
hesitate in devouring the evil doers. In Treta Yuga, these
Rakshasas however manifested in the physical form butin
this Kaliyuga when the Ravana sits in each mind as the Ego
and these Rakshasas have seeped into the human nature,
hollowing the country with corruption and dirty politics, it
can only be killed when light of Shri Rama’s power within
gets enlightened. This enlightenment is an actualization
which occurs and can be felt on the Parasympathetic
Nervous System. It is not just talking, it is a happening.
We talk of Ram Rajya but Ram Rajya cannot be achieved
through outward purification of the system but first
through thisinward purification of each individual. Unless
and until all the politicians and people get their innate
honesty awakened within, Ram Rajya will just be the vision
of a utopian society which seems goodin principle but not
in practice.

“If Ram Rajya has to come, then Ramaistobebornin
the hearts of the people who are at the helm of affairs.”
(Shri Mataji Nirmala Devi)

Shri Rama resides in the heart with all his gunas of
truth (Satya), righteousness (Dharma) and responsibility
(Maryada). Shri Rama’s life as a loving father, husband
and a benevolent king lay the vision of an ideal leader and
individual. His humility in accepting ‘ber’ (Indian plum)
from eventhe most down trodden Shabrishows his utmost
humility andimmense love. ShriRama was above the ideas
of inferiority or superiority even though he was the son of
a king but for him everyone was the same. The love and
compassion with which he received Shabri’s offerings
reflects the beauty of his character. For him, stature and
caste did not matter. His love and respect permeated
the being of every person with the same intensity. This
love comes when the identification with Pure Spirit takes
place. That is when we start seeing beyond a person and
can touch his/her essence. In today’s time we see hefty
discourse on politics and governance but taking examples
from Shri Rama’s life we can see that an ideal government
can only function if it is based on the ideals of public
opinion (Janamatta) and public good (Janahitta) with
complete love, humility and selflessness.

In Kaliyuga lies this most crucial choice, either to take
to Shri Ram or Ravana, both reside within us but the
ultimate freedom lies in the hands of the man. Unless
and until the Mother Kundalini is not awakened within
Shri Rama can never be truly understood. There can be
discussions, discourses, book readings, construction of
temples, rallies, all in the name of Shri Ramchandra but if
Shri Rama is missing from the heart itself, then all these
things fall futile. A lamp which is not lit cannot spread
the light; similarly unless and until the light within us is
covered with the dark clouds of ignorance, Shri Rama’s
character (charitra), which is greatly talked, discussed
and revered in the whole of the Bharatavarsha,
can never permeate our being. Only talking will
not make us like Shri Ram, it is through Kundalini
awakening which is a living process and is an
actualization that occurs on our Central Nervous
System which can be felt and experienced as a result
of which get nourished by the essence of the Maryada
Purushottam. One can say that he worships Shri
Ram a lot but that worshipping is only outward
unless we are connected within. The real
Dusshera takes place inside us, that is,
when the Ravana settled in the human
personality as Ego, the Ahamkara, is
burnt and destroyed by the cooling
fire of the Mother Kundalini within.
This is the real victory of good
over evil, but it lies in your hands.
Only in your own complete
independence you have to desire
this awakening. It cannot be
imposed. It is a seeking which
works out with a pure desire
and nothing else. Therefore, it
is only through the subtle and
spontaneous awakening of
the Kundalini which happens
in Sahaja Yoga because of
which we can fully adopt the
tattva (essence) of Shri Rama
and place him in the Temple
of our Hearts.

“After achieving his ideals,
we reach another because
he was humanideal. Itis
great that God came to this
world inahuman formto
become ourideal. He has
gone through all the
hardships to show
us strength to keep
Dharma. Thatis >
Vishwa Dharmaand (&
the state of Yoga.” 1)
(H.H Shri Mataji ™
Nirmala Devi)
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The Twelve Principal

Qualities of Shri Rama:

1. MARYADA PURUSHOTTAM: Shri Rama is the keeper
of the Maryada, the divine limits and the greatest in all
humankind. He is the ideal being, the one whose words
are his actions.

2. SWEETNESS: Despite being the son of the king Rama’s
character is full of sweetness (madhurya). His social
stature does not affect him. Whomsoever he interacts
with gets enveloped in the sweetness of his personality
just like a particle of dirt gets transformed into a pearl by
an oyster.

3. SELFLESSNESS: Shri Rama kept his people higher than
himself, than his wife and children. If politicians today
understand this point they wouldn’t be called selfish,
they wouldn’t be selfish and would be followers of
Dharma.

4. BENEVOLENCE: Welfare of the people and respect
for public opinion are key ideals from Shri Rama’s life.
Shri Rama was a benevolent king. Unless and until
this benevolence comes within us we cannot be an
honest government keeper. Only when we care for the
benevolence of others we can actually become leaders
inatruesense.

5. HUMILITY: Hailing from the most revered Raghukula,
ShriRama still did not have any false mental projections
of himself as superiorto others. He was very humble. His
humility is shown in his acceptance of the Shabri’s ber.

6. COMPASSION: With zeal to transform others,
with love and understanding, Shri Rama is the most
compassionate, the Karunamaya. Even when he devours
the Rakshasas, itis done with the compassionto save the
saints. Ahilyodhhar, the emancipation of Ahilya shows
Rama’s heartfelt compassion and love for the troubled
and down trodden. Compassion is a very rigorous force
whose real meaning we can understand only after

A Realization.

7. SATYA:ShriRama’slife was completely truthful. What he

said, hedid thatand there was no escape fromthe reality.

The absolute truth, which is the spirit, comes naturally to

us when the attention gets enlightened by the Kundalini

and we become completely honest and truthful by both
words and actions.

DHARMA: Shri Rama’s greatest quality was to follow

the path of righteousness. He was the one who kept the

Dharma, the innate righteousness. Even being the most

calm and compassionate, he took up the bow and slew

the demons and the wrong doers. Rama’s dharma was
of the Spirit. When we get Self Realization, our Atma

Dharma also gets established within us.

9. PATIENCE: Through the patience and mildness in his
attitude Shri Rama won the hearts of the people. He
patiently waited for fourteen years during the period
of his exile and there is no doubt that the sheer strength
of his character came from the silence of his attention.
This silence of the Spirit nourishes us and develops these

" qualities.

' 10. BALANCE: Shri Rama stood on the essence of balance
and love. His character was very simple, loving and
balanced. This is the quality of the Sushumna Nadi, the
channel of ascent which gives us balance and is the path
of ourinnate evolution.

11. OBEDIENCE: Portraying the form of the ideal human,
ShriRama atvariousinstances of hislife showed the utter
sense of obedience of his elders and the right things. In

» the same manner, when the essence of Shri Rama gets
Y established in our hearts, we develop the obedience of
Lo € SRR the Spiritand do what s right. Automatically whatever is

' ! y | - . wrong and inappropriate for our being falls off from our

Y, personality and the truth takes its charge.
A ;’\ 12. STRENGTH AND DETERMINATION: Shri Maryada
- Purushottam’s entire life shows the sheer strength of
his character, the power of his love and his dedication
towards his endeavors in life. He was above the
temptations, the one who could not be lured by
Surpanakha. Shri Rama was above all these false
ideas. He did and achieved what he said through his
dedicated efforts and determination of the Spirit.
We too can develop this quality (guna), the only
thing is to enter the realm of our Spirit that resides

within.

The tattva of Shri Ram stands on Sanatana, the
ever eternal. Only when we become one with the
power of Spirit which is also Sanatana, can we
actually understand Shri Rama. Through Sahaja
Yoga, this union takes place effortlessly just as any
other living process like breathing, which happens
on its own. We do not do any efforts to make the
heart pump, we do not make any efforts in the
living process of digestion and similarly we cannot

"-'3“ - \ v, = make any efforts to raise our Kundalini. It takes

A m g . W | Dplace spontaneously on its own. All the qualities of

. d Shri Rama can be manifested in our personalities

=~ ; “i through Kundalini awakening in Sahaja Yoga. When

v the Kundalini touches the Sahasrara and pierces it,

our attention is nourished and established in the

light of the Spirit. That is when we become the real

Self, the Pure Spirit. Becoming the Spiritis the highest

point of our evolution and only through Sahaja Yoga

this actualization can be felt, experienced and
imbibedin life.

This is the absolute truth. It is time that in this
Yugawe understand it, take our Self Realization and
lead a life full of eternal joy and everlasting peace. If

we are at peace within there will be peace all over the

world. The answer to man’s seeking has come. Let the entire
humanity yearn forit.

“You have to bcome

Rama from inside”
- Shri Mataji Nirmala Devi

The crow Kakbhushundi says to

the Garuda, “Oh Garuda, the foe

of serpents, this Kaliyuga is the

house of sin and falsehood. But, the 8.
greatest blessing in Kaliyuga is that

one gets free from the trap of Bhava
effortlessly.”

(Shri Ramcharitmanas)
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